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Blade in shoe: Federal prosecu-

tors have dropped a charge filed

against a man accused of trying to

board an airplane in Hawaii with a

blade hidden in one of his shoes, the
man’s attorney said Monday.

Randall Rustick, 33, of Fairfax, Va., was
charged with attempting to board an air-
craft with a concealed weapon after he was
arrested Dec. 21 at Honolulu International

ort.

Rustick didn’t know the three-inch blade
was in his shoe, and had cooperated with
prosecutors and the FBI, defense attorney
Howard Luke said.

Tulia drug charges: Two jurors seated in
the Texas perjury trial of a former undercov-
er agent who sent dozens of blacks to prison
on bogus drug charges have ties themselves
to law enforcement.

One is an ex-policeman and the other, a
woman, is related to an officer in Tulia, the
town where Tom Coleman made his discred-
ited busts.

Coleman is accused of lying about his own
arrest record in evidentiary hearings for
four defendants in 2003. He could face up to
10 years in prison and a $10,000 fine on
each of three felony charges of aggravated
perjury.

Philadelphia mayor bugged: Federal pros-
ecutors have filed court papers detailing tes-
timony they plan to present in an ongoing in-
vestigation that involved FBI wiretapping of
Phildelphia city officials and their political
supporters.

Authorities have declined to explain why
they bugged Mayor John Street’s office in
2003, and he has denied any wrongdoing.

However, according to court documents
filed Monday, Street’s former finance direc-
tor, Janice Davis, will testify that the mayor
“instructed her to favor firms recommend-
ed” by Ronald A. White, a close ally of
Street’s and a central figure in the probe.

The testimony detailed in the court pa-
pers will be presented at a trial scheduled to
begin Jan. 18.

Slain baby case: The surviving daughters
of a Texas woman accused of Killing her
10-month-old baby by cutting off her arms
could be returned to the custody of their fa-
ther.

A tentative agreement was reached Mon-
day to return the girls, ages 6 and 9, to their
father, John Schlosser, but the agreement
requnres a judge’s approval, The Dallas
Morning News reported.

Dena Schlosser, a 35-year-old Plano
housewife with a history of mental illness,
was charged with capital murder Nov. 22
after she told a 911 operator that she had
severed baby Margaret’s arms.

Medical malpractice reform: Most Ameri-
cans see health care and insurance costs as
a more pressing problem than malpractice
lawsuits, a survey says, although the Bush
administration often cites litigation as a rea-
son for high medical bills.

The Kaiser Family Foundation, a nonprof-
it organization that studies health care is-

Monday that it overpaid $12 mi

Fla. hurricanes: Sailboats washed ashore by Hurricane Frances on Sept. 5 rest in a parking
I Fort Pierce. Fla. While defending its handling of disaster assistance during the four
the Federal Emergency Management Agency revealed
in relief to 3,500 Floridians and is trying to recoup the

money. The agency blamed the problem on a “computer glitch.” “We’ve found that the major-
ity of concerns raised regarding assistance provided to individuals in Florida ... are not repre-
sentative of widespread fraud,” said Daniel Craig, director of FEMA's recovery division.

sues, and the Harvard School of Public
Health said reducing malpractice jury
awards ranked 11th on a list of 12 items peo-
ple thought should be health care priorities
for the president and Congress.

Named most often, by 63 percent of re-
spondents, was lowering the cost of health
care and insurance, followed closely by mak-
ing Medicare more financially sound and in-
creasing the number of Americans with in-
surance.

Bush is seeking a $250,000 cap on non-eco-
nomic damages that compensate for pain
and suffering, saying large malpractice
awards are driving up the costs of business
and insurance and forcing doctors to give
up their practices.

World
Ukranian election: Viktor Yanukovych,

the losing candidate in Ukraine’s presiden-
tial vote, said Tuesday
that he would appeal to
the Supreme Court |
over the announce-
ment of opponent Vik-
tor Yushchenko’s elec-
toral victory.

The final official
tally of the Dec. 26
vote showed Yushchen-
ko with 51.99 percent
and the Kremlin-fa-
vored  Yanukovych

claims by the European Union peacekeep-
ers in Bosnia.

British Major Gen. David Leakey said last
month that peacekeepers had found evi-
dence that Mladic hid in a Bosnian Serb
Army-controlled underground bunker in
eastern Bosnia as recently as last summer.

The Hague, Netherlands-based court
wants to try Mladic on charges of genocide
and crimes against humanity for actions dur-
ing Bosnia’s 1992-1995 war.

Military

Navy landing field: Internal Navy e-mail
messages reveal a lack of objectivity in the
choice of a proposed landing field in eastern
North Carolina, attorneys trying to block the
field said in newly filed court papers.

The skeptical e-mail messages — includ-
ing one in which an environmental planner
complained to a colleague of having to “re-
verse engineer” the process to justify the
outcome — were not isolated excerpts as
the Navy contends, opponents said.

Opponents want a federal judge in Ra-
leigh to block the landing field until the
Navy does another site selection and takes
the required hard look at environmental ef-
fects on nearby Pocosin Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge.

War on terrorism

with 4.2 percent, the
Central Election Com-
mission announced late Monday, formally
declaring Yushchenko the victor 15 days
after the balloting.

War crimes suspect: A Bosnian Defense
Ministry investigation found no evidence
that war crimes suspect Ratko Mladic used
Bosnian Serb military facilities to hide from
the U.N. war crimes tribunal, contrary to

Gitmo i Bay
prisoners, including the last four British de-
tainees and an Australian who allegedly
knew of plans for the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks
but was never charged, will be released
within weeks by the United States, British
and Australian officials said Tuesday.

The Pentagon later confirmed it was re-
leasing four Britons and an Australian from
Guantanamo, but it did not identify them.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Sigonella DUls down by more than half in '04

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

Call them bribes or call them incentives,
but either way, efforts to curb drunken
driving and related traffic incidents are
working, officials at Naval Air Station
Sigonella say.

Programs such as rewarding designated
drivers with liberty passes and gift certifi-
cates helped cut the number of driv-
ing-under-the-influence incidents by more
than half last year compared with 2003,
base spokesman Lt. Steve Curry said.

1In 2004, base officials logged 24 DUI inci-

dents, down from 58 the year before, Curry
said.

“We have incentive programs like push-
ing the designated driver program. If a des-
ignated driver comes back on base and

One incident last year resulted in a
death, and safety officials reported 96 inju-
ries. The base has a population of 6,700, of
which about 3,200 are active-duty service-
members. Of the Sigonella residents, the
base has 3,669 rivers.

tells the gate guard he’s the
drlver he gets a coupon good toward pri;
» Curry said. Prizes include gift certi
cates and Morale, Welfare and Recreation
coupons on service trips, for example.

The final tally of vehicle collisions also is
down, Curry said. Safety officials reported
176 fewer collisions — a drop from 751 in
2003 to 575 in 2004.

“It's a lot less than the year before, but
we still have a ways to go,” Curry said.

In the fall, base commander Capt. Joe
Stuyvesant started a program to reward de-
partments that had no alcohol-related inci-
dents in a 96-day period, including those
behind the wheel or a drunk-in-public
charge. Departments with no incidents re-
ceived a 96-hour liberty. The first staffers
to earn the reward were those in Sigonel-
la’s Executive Administration and Weap-
ons and O

With safety messages and fliers blanket-
ing the base and public service announce-
ments on television and radio stations, offi-
cials also have reported an increase in peer
pressure to drive sober, drive safe, and
buckle up, Curry said.

At the beginning of 2004, officials insti-
tuted a slew of new traffic laws and pro-
grams to cut back on the then-20 percent in-
crease in traffic accidents between 2002
and 2003. Drivers faced suspended pri
leges and traffic court appearances in ad
tion to having points assessed on their driv-
ing records.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
tripes.osd.

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

BAMBERG, Germany — A tag
team effort consisting of Internet
filtering and monitoring by teach-
ers is helping to keep Department
of Defense Dependents Schools
pupils away from the seedy side
of cyberspace.

The Websense program allows
schools to use filters to block sites
that contain pornography, sadis-
tic material, nudity, gambling,
shopping and known hacker sites,
according to Lenny Dobson, chief
of Information Technology for
DODDS-Europe.

Another program blocks pupils
from entering chat rooms, he

id.

“We can filter off certain mate-
rials, or block certain words,”
Dobson said.

“You have to be careful. In an
education environment, where
students have to do a lot of re-
search, over-filtering would pre-
vent them from doing that re-
search.”

If a Web site blocked by the fil-
ter software is needed for re-
search, teachers can request that
it be reviewed and unblocked,
Dobson said.

Likewise, if a pupil happens
upon a site that is inappropriate
and should be blocked, Dobson
can manually block it.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY CHRISTOPHER SIX/Stars and Stripes

DODDS blocks seedy cyber sites

“It would be very difficult to fil-
ter all the different inappropriate
Web sites,” Dobson said.

Parrish  Worrell, educational
technologist at Bamberg Elemen-
tary School, said the filters have
been effective in limiting chil-
dren’s searches to pages that are
pertinent to the research they are
doing.

“No filter is perfect, but the fil-
ters we use are pretty solid,” he
said. “I haven’t heard of any kid
who was able to sneak around it.”

All pupils above the third grade
and staff members have user
names and passwords, and the
Websense software creates a log
that can show at any given time
where a user went on the Inter-
net, Dobson said.

The pupils and their parents
also have to read and sign a com-
puter use agreement.

“If a child violates that agree-
ment, there could be administra-
tive action and the student could
be suspended from using the In-
ternet for a couple of days,” Dob-
son said. “Kids are curious, and
they are always going to use their
minds to look into things they
don’t know about. Usually, it's
just a matter of sitting them down
and talking to them about what
they did.”

An important aid to the Inter-

net filters is ensuring that a teach-
er is present when kids surf the
Web, Worrell said.

“The real safety net is having a
teacher in the room monitoring
the use,” Worrell said, adding
that parents should also monitor
children’s Internet activity at
home. “I've got high school kids,
and I still monitor their Internet
use. 'm not standing over their
shoulder the whole time, but I do
know when they are on the Inter-
net.
“If the teacher is in the room,
even if they aren’t looking over
the student’s shoulder, there is a
chance they will look over and
see the student’s doing something
they are not supposed to. That is a
real deterrent.”

In addition to the filters and
other measures to keep children
away from inappropriate Web
sites, DODDS-Europe also has im-
plemented a new curriculum
from the nonprofit organization
i-SAFE America that teaches pu-
pils about Internet etiquette and
ethics and such safety concerns
as cyber predators, identity theft
and computer viruses. Teachers
in DODDS-Europe are expected
to complete training on the new
curriculum by May, according to
Frank O’Gara, DODDS-Europe
spokesman.
E-mail Rick Emert at:
stripes.osd.mil

Seabee fourth to die
at Rota since Jan. 1

BY BEN MURRAY
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — A 23-year-old Seabee on a
six-month deployment to Rota died last week from complica-
tions stemming from a brain aneurysm, the Navy reported Tues-
day.
Construction Electrician Constructionman Mario Gaspar of
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 4, home-ported in Port
Hueneme, Calif., was pronounced dead Thursday after emergen-
cy surgery at the Cadiz Medical Center in
Cadiz, Spain. He had suffered an aneurysm
on Jan. 3, according to a Navy release.

Gaspar, a Seabee since 2000, is the fourth
Rota-based person to die in a rash of unrelat-
ed incidents around the naval port since Jan.
1.

Two sailors died on New Year’s Day. Petty
Officer 2nd Class Roland 8. Atuwo was killed
in a single-car crash near the base, and Petty
Officer 3rd Class Dexter C. Orasing fell un-
conscious on the way to a party and could not
be revived. On Jan. 6, the same day Gaspar
died, Noelia Ruiz Martinez, a wife of a U.S.
servicemember stationed in Rota, succumbed to injuries sus-
tained in a Dec. 30 car crash.

A memorial service for Gaspar is tentatively planned for Satur-
day, but details had not been set by Tuesday, a Seabee spokes-
woman said.

Gaspar

E-mail Ben Murray at: murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Congratulations to Emory S. Land crew

JONATHAN R. KULP/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Adm. Michael G. Mullen, commander of U.S. Naval Forces Europe,
speaks to sailors on board the USS Emory S. Land in Sigonella, Sicily.
Topics varied from liberty policies to an increase in funding for Morale,
Welfare and Recreation fas s. Mullen closed by congratulating the
ship’s crew on receiving the 2004 Battle Efficiency (Battle “E”) award.
The award is earned through a series of inspections and exercises.
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Two more airmen
are sentenced in
Aviano drug bust

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy —
Two more airmen have been
court-martialed in the biggest
drug case in base history.

Senior Airman Justin Marsh-
bank, assigned to the 603rd Air
Control Squadron, was found
guilty on cocaine charges in a
summary court-martial Monday.
He’s the 10th airman to be tried
as a result of a four-month investi-
gation that ended in December
2003.

Marshbank received one of the
toughest sentences yet: 15
months of confinement, reduction
in rank to E-1 and a bad-conduct
discharge.

He was found guilty of attempt
to possess cocaine, use of the

drug on diverse occasions and dis-
tribution of cocaine multiple
times.

In a separate court-martial last
week, Airman 1st Class Michelle
Lewis, assigned to the 31st Air-
craft Maintenance Squadron, was
found guilty of using cocaine. She
was sentenced to reduction in
rank to E-1 and a bad-conduct dis-
charge.

Both cases resulted from an in-
vestigation by the 31st Security
Forces Squadron and Office of
Special Investigations Detach-
ment 531 that netted about a
dozen suspects. The sting culmi-
nated in the detention of a dozen
people on base. Some of them
lived off base. All were enlisted.

Brig. Gen. Mike Worden, the
31st commander at the time, then
ordered a dorm-by-dorm search

Hashish charges

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy
— A pair of airmen assigned to
the 31st Security Forces Squad-
ron were found guilty last
week of hashish charges in
summary courts-martial.

Airman 1st Class Frank Sh—
annon was found guilty of u:
and possession of hashish, il
ure to obey an order and ‘mak-
ing a false official statement.
He was sentenced to 30 days
in jail, reduction in rank to E-1
and forfeiture of two-thirds
pay during his confinement.

Airman 1st Class Corey
Black was found guilty of use
and possession of hashish and
failure to obey an order. He
was sentenced to 27 days in
jail, reduction in rank to E-1
and forfeiture of two-thirds
pay during confinement.

From staff reports

on base. No more cocaine was
found during the search.

Three more airmen are likely
to face courts-martial in the next
few months as a result of the in-
vesngaunn

nt Harris at:
hamsk@mall est

=

Handshake for the wounded

TODD GOODMAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Lance Cpl. Stacy Alexander of 1st Battalion, 7th Marines Weapons Company, who is being treated at Land-
stuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany for wounds received in Iraq, talks with Marine Sgt. Maj. Wayne R.
Bell of the 1st Marine Division operating in Alambar Province in Iraq. Several Marine sergeant majors visited

Bulgaria scouted
as likely U.S. host

General tours nation’s military sites

The Associated Press

SOFIA, Bulgaria — The com-
mander of U.S. and NATO forc-
es in Europe, Gen. James Jones,
arrived Tuesday in Bulgaria to
inspect military sites that could
host American troops as part of
a Pentagon plan to create new,
ﬂexible bases in Eastern Eu-
Top

Aﬁer talks with Defense Minis-
ter Nikolai Svinarov, a ministry
spokesman quoted Jones as say-
ing that the United States was in-
terested in three military sites —
an air field, a sea port and a train-
ing ground.

According to Vladimir Prele-
z0v, the spokesman, Jones said
one of the sites could be used as
“a training facility for NATO’s
rapid reaction force.”

Jones is expected to tour two
military sites on Wednesday —
the air field of Bezmer and the

Novo Selo training area, which
have already been identified as
possible locations for future U.S.
bases in Bulgaria.

Bezmer and Novo Selo are lo-
cated in central-eastern Bulgar-
ia, some 160 miles east of the
capital, Sofia, and 56 miles west
of the Black Sea port of Burgas.

Bulgaria, a staunch U.S. ally
in the Balkans, allowed U.S.-led
forces to use lhe military airport
near Burgas during the cam-
paigns in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Bulgaria also contributed forc-
es to the coalition in Iraq and has
reported seven deaths

Bulgaria, which Jomed NATO
last April along with six other
ex-communist nations, has de-
clared its willingness to provide
training grounds for U.S. troops.

U.S. officials have also said
they could use Bulgarian sites to
deploy troops on rotational train-
ing tours, but the Pentagon has
not made a final decision yet.

Gl involved in car crash
that killed two Germans

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

WURZBURG, Germany — A
30-year-old 3rd Corps Support
Command soldier and his family
escaped injury Sunday evening in
a car crash near Kitzingen that
killed two Germans and badly in-
jured four others, according to
3rd COSCOM and German news
Teports.

A Ford pickup truck driven by
the unidentified soldier exited the
A-7 autobahn and turned onto the
BS highway between 6 and 6:30
p-m. Sunday about three miles
west of Kitzingen, according to
the Wiirzburg-based newspaper
Main Post.

The truck collided with an east-
bound Volkswagen Passat, forc-
ing it into the path of a westbound

A woman, 37, and her
9-year-old daughter, riding in the
Passat, were pronounced dead at
the scene, the newspaper report-
ed, while the 34-year-old driver,
another adult and a 5-month-old
girl suffered severe injuries. A
48-year-old passenger in the van
also was badly hurt but the driv-
er, her S3-year-old husband,
wasn't injured.

The soldier’s 28-year-old wife
and their two children, ages 11
and 8, also were unharmed, the
newspaper said.

The collision hlocked the B8 in
both directions and the A7 Rep-
perndorf exit for about three
hours. U.S. military police and
local German police are jointly in-
vestigating the crash, according
to a 3rd COSCOM news release.

E-mail Steve Liewer at:

wounded servicemembers on Monday.

VW van, the

said. i il.estri d.mil

Memorial service planned for worker

A memorial service is being planned for a U.S. Army ci-
vilian employee who was killed Friday night in a traffic ac-
cident in Germany.

David E. Johnson, 54, of Colorado Springs, Colo., was a
property book officer with the U.S. Army Materiel Com-
mand Field Support Brigade-Europe, at Seckenheim, Ge:
many. The accident occurred on Autobahn A-5 near Weit-
erstadt-Grafenhausen. German police and U.S. authorities
are investigating.

Johnson is survived by his wife, Beverly Johnson, of
Fort Buchanan, Puerto Rico.

Cross-cultural activist Jeanne Jones dies

The woman who led the way in fostering better Ger-
‘man-American relations in the 1960s with the Kontakt pro-
gram died Jan. 6 of natural causes in her home near
Heidelberg, Germany.

A funeral for Jeanne Jones, 82, will be at 10 a.m. Satur-
day at the city cemetery in the town where she lived, Hand-
schuhsheim.

Jones, who was also a public affairs specialist with U.S.
Army Europe for about 30 years, was considered the moth-
er of Kontakt, according to a statement issued by US-
AREUR. Kontakt clubs focus on bringing together Ameri-
can soldiers and local German citizens for cross-cultural
activities. Jones wanted Germans and Americans to be-
come better friends through cultural awareness, the state-
ment said.

Jones was the original author of USAREUR Regulation
360-90, which covers Kontakt clubs in Germany. She also
spearheaded the short-lived Cross-Cultural Program di-
rectly after the fall of the Berlin Wall that helped forge bet-
ter relations between people living in the former East and
Germans and Americans living in the West.

Jones is survived by her children, Rick Stanley, 60, of
Idaho; Ted Stanley, 58, of Massachusetts; Alex Jones, 47,

of Karlsruhe, Germany; and Philippa Jones, 43, of Bo-
chum, Germany.

For more information, call the USAREUR Public Af-
fairs Office at 06221-57-8934 or 06221-57-6647.

Navy: Submarine hit natural formation

HAGATNA, Guam — A U.S. nuclear submarine that ran
aground over the weekend appears to have struck a natu-
ral feature on the floor of the Pacific Ocean, a Navy spokes-
man said.

Lt. Cmdr. Jeff Davis said Monday that an initial investi-
gation had turned up nothing to indicate the USS San Fran-
cisco struck anything but a large rock, land or other natu-
ral feature as it conducted underwater operations about
350 miles south of Guam.

The ship “struck something very hard and did an emer-
gency surface,” Davis said.

One sailor was killed and at least 23 others suffered inju-
ries, the Navy said. The submarine has a crew of 137.

From staff and wire reports
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Allawi: Some
areas of Iraq
too unsafe
for voters

BY NICK WADHAMS
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Prime Minister Ayad Al-
lawi said Tuesday that some areas of Iraq
will probably be too unsafe to take part in
the Jan. 30 elections, his first public ac-
knowledgment that the government would
not be able to exert control in key areas con-
trolled by insurgents.

Allawi promised, however, to increase
the size of the army in the face of a bloody
insurgency, whose latest victims included
13 Iraqis killed by two bombings.

Allawi also spoke by telephone Tuesday
with President Bush for about 10 minutes
to reaffirm the importance of holding the
elections as scheduled, the White House
sa'd

e House press secretary Scott Mc-
Clellan said that in the phone call, the two
leaders underscored the importance of
going ahead with the election as planned.

“This was a discussion to talk about the
ongoing preparations for the upcoming elec-
tions,” McClellan said. “Both leaders reiter-
ated the importance of moving forward on
the date set by the Independent Iragi Elec-
tion Commission of Jan. 30.”

In a news conference, Allawi said the gov-
ernment had allocated $2.2 billion to expand
the army from 100,000 to 150,000 troops and
provide it with new weaponry. Iraq’s armed
forces are poorly trained and often

In Baghdad on Tuesday, an Iraqi police officer walks past a poster advertising this month’s
general elections. Prime Minister Ayad Allawi acknowledged Tuesday that some areas of
Iraq likely would be too unsafe to participate in the balloting for a constitutional assembly.

under-equipped, making them an easy tar-
get for insurgents who want to scuttle the
elections.

He acknowledged that some areas of Iraq
likely would be too unsafe to participate in
the landmark balloting for a constitutional
assembly. The country’s volatile Anbar
province west of Baghdad and areas in the
north around Mosul have seen little prepa-
ration for the vote.

“Hostile forces are trying to hamper this
event and to inflict damage and harm on
the march and the guarantee for the partici-
pation of all in the elections,” Allawi said.
“Certainly, there will be some pockets that
will not be able to participate in the elec-
tions for these reasons, but we think that it
will not widespread.”

Allawi is a candidate in the election and
has been increasingly visible in recent
days. The news conference was his second
in as many days, and he stood before sever-
al Iraqi flags and signs that read “Security
and Safety First.”

Meanwhile, violence across Iraq contin-

ued. A roadside bomb hit a minibus full of

Tragis in Yussifiyah, 10 miles south of Bagh-

dad, said the direclur of the town’s hospital,
awoud

Al-Taie sald lhe bomb exploded several
minutes after a U.S. convoy passed, but
there was no indication the convoy was the
intended target.

A suicide car bomber who targeted a po-
lice headquarters in Tikrit killed six people,
U.S. military spokesman Maj. Neal O'Brien
said, and police officials who spoke on con-
dmon of anonymity said 12 were wounded.

Two militant groups claimed responsibili-
ty for the Tikrit attack. In statements post-
ed on a Web site, the Ansar al-Sunna Army
group said it parked a car filled with explo-
sives near the station and then blew it up,
while al-Qaida in Iraq, of Jordanian mili-
tant Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, said one of its
members carried out the “martyrdom at-
tack.”

Both statements could not be indepen-
dently verified but such contradicting state-
ments are rare.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Monday, at least 1,355 mem-
bers of the U.S. military have died
since the beginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 1,065 died as
a result of hostile action, the Defense
Department said. The figures include
three military civilians.

The AP count is three higher than
the Defense Department’s tally, last
updated at 10 a.m. Monday.

The British military has reported
76 deaths; Italy, 19; Poland, 16;
Ukraine, 16; Spain, 11; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thai-
land and the Netherlands, two each;
and Denmark, El Salvador, Hungary,
Latvia and Kazakhstan one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat op-
erations in Iraq had ended, 1,217 U.S.
military members have died, accord-
ing to AP’s count. That includes at
least 956 deaths resulting from hos-
tile action, according to the military’s
numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the
military:

M A roadside bomb destroyed an ar-
mored vehicle Monday in southwest
Baghdad, killing two U.S. soldiers.

The latest identifications reported
by the Defense Department:

W Army Spc. Dwayne J. McFarlane
Jr., 20, Cass Lake, Minn.; died Sun-
day in Baghdad, when his patrol was
hit by an explosive; assigned to the
2nd Battalion, 15th Field Artillery
Regiment, 10th Mountain Division
(Light Infantry), Fort Drum, N.Y.

B Marine Cpl. Joseph E. Fite, 23,
Round Rock, Texas; killed Sunday in
Anbar province; assigned to the Ma-
rine Forces Reserve’s 1st Battalion,
23rd Marine Regiment, 4th Marine
Division, Austin, Texas.

Ukraine parliament votes

DoDDS
Students and Parents

Tune in to Power Network Radio
to talk to recent DoDDS graduates
about getting ready for college!

Wednesday, January 12th
at 9:00am CET

Call with your questions
DSN 389-4590 or CIV +49 (0) 621 46085 590

or email: openline@afneurope.net

Amorican Foroos Natwork

to pull its troops from Iraq

BY ALEKSANDAR VASOVIC

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — The Ukraini-
an parliament called Tuesday for
an immediate withdrawal of the
nation’s peacekeepers from Irag.
The move was nonbinding but
clearly reflected growing nation-
al dismay over the mission.

The parliament’s call came two
days after eight Ukrainian sol-
diers died in an explosion at an
ammunition dump in Iraq. The
blast was reported as an accident,
but a top commander later raised
suspicions that it could have been
a terrorist action.

On Monday, President Leonid
Kuchma ordered the foreign and
defense ministries to develop a
plan for withdrawing Ukraine’s
troops from Iraq within the first
half of 2005.

But the parliament, in a 308-0
vote, called on Kuchma to acceler-
ate the process by issuing an im-
mediate decree on withdrawal.

There was no immediate re-
sponse from Kuchma to the par-
liament move and Valeriy Chau-
ly, an analyst with the Kiev-based
Razumkov think-tank, said he ex-
pected the final decision on a pull-
out would come only after a new
president takes office.

U.S. State Department spokes-

man Adam Ereli on Monday
called Ukraine an important sup-
porter of efforts in Iraq and said
officials expect any change in
troop levels to be coordinated
with coalition forces “in a mea-
sured way.”

“I would reject any notion that
anyhody is running scared in this
matter,” he said. “What is done in
the future should in no way de-
tract from what has been contrib-
uted in the past, which is brave
and courageous service in sup-
port of a noble cause.”

Department of Defense spokes-
man Lt. Barry Venable said
no specific plans have been made
yet to deal with the withdrawal.

“There have been coalition
partners who have departed be-
fore, and there are ways to cover
the Ukrainian forces’ duties,” he
said. “We’ll make adjustments.”

Ukrainian opposition leader
Viktor Yushchenko, who also sup-
ports a withdrawal, on Monday
was declared winner of the presi-
dential election, although it is not
clear when he might take office.

Defense Ministry spokesman
Andriy Lysenko said the military
has “an approximate plan for the
withdrawal, which would last
some two months.”

Styipes reporter Leo shane Il contribut-
to this report from Washing
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Combat
hospital
locates to
new home

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

The 67th Combat Support
Hospital has moved its patient
wards into a pair of buildings
at Forward Operating Base
Speicher in Tikrit, Iraq, the

hospital’s commander said
Tuesday.
Lt. Col. Karen Gausman

said the two former Iraqi air
force barracks had been used
to house 4th Infantry Division
soldiers during the first Opera-
tion Iragi Freedom troop rota-
tion last year but had been
abandoned when 1st Infantry
Division troops took over the
base in February.

The hospital formerly had
been housed in a series of inter-
connected tents on the other
side of the base. Patients’
rooms will be in the two build-
ings, which are bya

Gls hope for best, expect worst in raids

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — It doesn't mat-
ter how good the intelligence is,
soldiers entering a house during a
raid say they can’t know what's
on the other side of the front door.

When soldiers of Battery B,
2nd Battalion, 15th Field Artillery
Regiment raided a house in a
west-central Baghdad neighbor-
hood Monday, they were expect-
ing the worst. Intelligence reports
stated there were more than a
dozen heavily armed insurgents
inside.

Instead of fighters, there were
families. Soldiers quickly moved
them all out of the house, and
searched it and the surrounding
grounds, finding only three load-
ed AK-47 magazines, but no as-
sault rifle.

Most of the unit’s soldiers have
raided only a few houses, but the
Battery B platoon leader, 1st Lt.
Dave Lucas, has more than a few
under his ammo belt. He esti-
mates he’s either raided or
searched more than 1,000 homes

JASON CHUDY]Stars and Stripes

Pfc. Billy Bailey, from left, and Staff Sgt. Joey Washington prepare
to enter a room as 1st Lt. Dave Lucas opens a door in a house being
raided by soldiers from Battery B, 2nd Battalion, 15th Field Artillery
Regiment. Soldiers never know what’s on the other side of the doors
‘when they raid or search Iragi houses.

while assigned as the fire support
officer for Company A, 4th Battal-
ion, 31st Infantry Regiment.

He said that most of the raids
end up without gunfire from ei-
ther side.

“Most of the time when they’ve
got families in there, they’re not
stupid,” he said about raid sus-
pects. “They don’t want us to fire
with their families there.

“Everyone except one went qui-
etly,” he said of his raid experi-
ences. A suspect tried to run, but
was caught without shots being
fired.

Despite the odds being in favor
of an uneventful search or raid,
soldiers say they still must pre-
pare for the worst case scenario.

“You're always going into the
house nervous, always nervous,”
said Staff Sgt. Joey Washington,
25, of Raleigh, N.C. “Well, T
wouldn t call it nervous, I'd call it
anxious.”

“From the beginning, you
never know,” said Sgt. David Mac-
Donald, 24, of Memphis, Tenn.
“You've got to be prepared for
anything.

“I'm always hoping the intel is
wrong,” he added. “If I can go
through the whole thing without
firing a shot, that’s OK.”

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

covered walkway, Gausman
said, while operating rooms,
laboratories and the pharmacy
remain next door in tents.

The new hospital is near the
main dining facility, gym and
post exchange.

“We’'re much closer to all
the amenities,” she said.

Gausman said the site was
identified about six months
ago.

Contractors began renovat-
ing the buildings in September
and completed the work just
after Christmas. She said the
new emergency room opened
Dec. 29 and received its first
panent within half an hour.

The 67th CSH hosled a

d

31st MEU members say goodbye to veteran Marine

arines from the Okina-

wa-based 31st Ma-

rine  Expeditionary

Unit held an unusual
gathering Monday night, perform-
ing a retirement ceremony at an
air base hangar in Iraq.

The ceremony honored Gun-
nery Sgt. Christopher W. Burnett,
who officially retires July 1 after
20 years in the Marine Corps. But
Burnett didn’t want to spend the
last year of his “twilight tour”
away from the unit, so he pressed
to go with the unit to Iraq.

“It took me a while to get here,
but I'm here,” Burnett said in an

i Two new hellpads also were
built nearby.

The chief advantages to the
new buildings, Gausman said,
are cleanliness and security. It
is difficult to keep dust out of
tents, and canvas offers no pro-
tection against mortars that
sometimes are fired onto the
base.

“[The new buildings] do pro-
vide a concrete structure, so
we're not running for the bun-
kers with our patients,”
said.

The 67th CSH deployed to
Iraq from its home base in
Wiirzburg, Germany, in Janu-
ary 2004. It is scheduled to re-
turn during the next few
weeks. The unit also opened a
$450,000 hospital at Forward
Operating Base Marez in
Mosul in November, according
to anews release from the Mul-
tinational Force Iraq. That hos-
pital proved valuable a month
later, when a suicide bomber
detonated explosives in the
chow hall at Marez, killing 22
people and injuring 69 others.
E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

farewell to his fellow
Marines in Marine Medium Heli-
copter Squad-
ron 265,
based at Al
Asad.

REPORTERS' -

Company B, shot at four insur-
gents from 1,050 yards away dur-
ing the November assault on Fal-
lujah, the Marines said. Hancock,
a 35-year-old native of Bryan,
Texas, is a reservist like the rest
of the 1st Battalion, 23rd Marines.

In his civilian life, he’s a police
officer, but has been a Marine
sniper since 1992.

According to the Marine Corps
release, Hancock and his spotter,
Cpl. Geoffrey L. Flowers, were
sent into Fallujah on Nov. 11 to
find the source raining down mor-
tar fire on their company com-
mand post.

After moving through a series
of buildings to the edge of the Eu-

phrates River,
Hancock and
Flowers  set

ad. atop a
“I'm excit- large  build-
s NOTEBOOK & -
ing, don’t get the  mortar
me wrong. teams about
But I'll miss Jason Chudy 1,000 yards
. 3 . Han-
T and Joseph Giordono &'
ing  about least four in-
you.” surgents who were firing the mor-

Following a flag ceremony,
tape recordings of “Auld Lang
Syne,” “Anchors Aweigh” and
“The U.S. Marine Corps Hymn”
were played as the Marines stood
at attention.

After the retirement ceremony,
Burnett went to pack his final be-
Jongings; he was hoping to head
to Okinawa on Tuesday to start
the process of officially separat-
ing from the service.

A long shot

A sniper with the 1st Battalion,
23rd Marine Regiment has been
credited with the longest con-
firmed kill in Iraq, according to a
Marine Corps news release.

Sgt. Herbert B. Hancock, chief
scout sniper of Sniper Platoon,

tars, before the Marines’ own
counterfire was called in on the
positions.

“One had a black [outfit] on,”
Hancock said, according to the re-
lease. “I shot and he dropped.
Right in front of him another got
up on his knees looking to try and
find out where we were, so I
dropped him, too. After that, our
mortars just hammered the posi-
tion

The snipers measured the dis-
tance by comparing an eight-digit
map grid of their own position
with the eight-digit map grid
fired upon by the Marine mortar
teams. It came out at 1,050 yards.
Hancock made the shots with an
M40A3 sniper rifle, the Marines
said.

JOSEPH GIORDONO)Stars and Stripes

Gunnery Sgt. Christopher W. Burnett of the 31st Marine Expeditionary
Unit bids his squadron mates farewell at a retirement ceremony in his

honor Monday night at Al Asad.
Colonel running back

When Spc. Phil Predoehl of
Headquarters Platoon, Company
B, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regi-
ment was chosen to represent the
unit at the battalion soldier of the
month board, he knew the panel
members would ask questions
ranging from the unit’s mission
and rules of engagement to first
aid and land navigation.

The board also asks about the
unit’s history, the regimental
crest and the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion’s patch.

Predoehl had been studying for
the board, but military mission
and history weren’t the only thing
on his mind. It's football playoff
time.

When a board member asked
him who designed the division’s
patch, he knew it was Col. Ben
Dorsey and his wife at Fort Bliss,
Texas, many years back.

But that’s not what came out of
his mouth.

“At the board, for some uncon-
scious reason, I ﬁald ‘Colonel and
Mrs. Dorsey Levins,’ ” he said.

Dorsey Levins is a running
back with the playoff contender
Philadelphia Eagles.

“They asked me to repeat my-
self a couple of times,” he said,
“and I said it a couple of times.”

He didn’t catch on to what he
was saying until he noticed a cou-
ple of board members with smiles
on their faces.

Though the board didn’t tell
him whether it credited him with
a correct answer, he did come in
second out of all the candidates.
Stars and Stripes reporters Joseph
Giordono and Jason Chudy contributed
to this report. Giordono is currently
embedded with Marines near Fallujah,
iraq, and can be reache
glordonol@pstripes.osd il

Chudy is embedded with the 10th
Motntain Division near Baghdad and
can be reached at; chudyj@mal.
estripes.osd.mi



January 12, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 7

Gls try to make filling up easier for Iraqis

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — The price of gas-
oline in this oil-rich nation’s capi-
tal isn’t only measured in dinars.
It is also measured in hours.

Throw in a little corruption, in-
efficiency and insufficient infra-
structure, and that price per
liter skyrockets for the average
Traqi.

At the gas station on southern
Baghdad’s al Daura road, for ex-
ample, a tank of gas that costs
the equivalent of a handful of dol-
lars involves lines that can pro-
duce waits of more than 20
hours.

And it’s not just the Iraqis who
are involved in this day-to-day
struggle. Nearly every daylight
patrol of Company B of the 1st
Battalion, Sth Cavalry Regiment
from Fort Hood, Texas, involves
the soldiers insening themselves
in the fight with black marketers,
gas station operators, security
and even Iragi police.

“I'd say 20 percent of their time
— a little less than an hour out of

Iragis, he said, use petroleum
products for many things: kero-
sene for heating; propane for
heating and cooking; and gaso-
line for automobiles and electrici-

every patrol,” company com-
mander Capt. Dave Maxwell said
when asked how much his sol-
diers spend dealing with fuel
problems.

Live on the
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ty generators.

“It's important to them, basical-
ly every aspect of their lives,” he
said. “This can really put a guy in
a bad mood if he doesn’t have the
things he needs to take care of his
family.”

Many of the problems don’t
come from a lack of gasoline, but
rather from a range of problems
including a limited number gas
stations.

“For an area that has this many
people in it, it has only one gas sta-
tion,” said Maxwell. “[In the Unit-
ed States] an area this size would
have 20 gas stations. They don’t
have the infrastructure to distrib-
ute gas fast enough.”

For a few hours Wednesday,
gasoline distribution took a turn
for the better at the al Daura sta-
tion.

Dozens of cars were lined up
outside, waiting for gas, as they
do nearly every day. Others try-
ing to beg or bribe their way in
line caused traffic jams along a
main road through the area. And
black marketers just to the east
caused even more traffic.

So Company B soldiers were

Sgt. Kortney Clemons, a
medic with Company B,
1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry
Regiment, pumps gas for
an Iraqgi man at the al
Daura gas station in
southern Baghdad.
Soldiers from the
‘company took control

of the gas station and
pumped free gas for a few
hours before returning the
station to civilian control.

JASON CHUDY/Stars and Sripes.

The black marketers were
chased away and their gasoline
containers given to passing vehi-
cles. Then the soldiers moved
onto the station itself, closing it
down for a few minutes to clear
all the traffic, then letting in a
handful of cars every few min-
utes. The soldiers themselves
started pumping gas — at no cost
— to smiling, grateful drivers.

Some car owners had to push
their vehicles up to the pump, but
the logjam was eventually less-
ened, and for a few hours this
Baghdad neighborhood had an ef-
ficiently run gas station.

The soldiers, well aware that
station workers often overcharge
motorists or charge them a fee
just to get in line, felt no guilt over
giving away the gas.

‘When the soldiers returned the
next morning to survey the sta-
tion for future improvements, doz-
ens of cars waited in line, black
marketers sold their fuel along
the shoulder and traffic was
again all jammed up.

Business, it seemed, was back
to normal.

given the order to s
things out.

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Some Iragis are cashing in on
the city’s limited number of gas
stations.

Black marketers are seen on
many streets and highways in
the city, with their trademark
length of hose with a cut-off plas-
tic bottle top for a funnel and
large plastic containers full of
gasoline.

ey can charge whatever
they want for the gasoline, but
usually sell it around double
than the average rate. Though
prices vary, it's still much less
than the U.S. average of $1.80
per gallon.

“I see it as capitalism,” said
Capt. Dave Maxwell, command-
er of Company B, 1st Battalion,
8th Cavalry Regiment. “They’re
trying to feed their families.”

But many of these energy en-
trepreneurs run afoul of the mili-

Curbing black market gas

tary because they cause traffic
jams that restricts military and
civilian traffic.

Insurgents will also set up
black market stations along the
main routes to gather informa-
tion on military traffic or to set
up roadside bombs.

“The problem with them in
high traffic areas is that they’re
used by insurgents who are
watching patrols or are setting
[improvised explosive devic-
es],” Maxwell said. “They’ll set
up ... place IEDs, then move 400
meters down the road.”

So when patrols come across
the gas vendors along the main
routes, they are chased from the
location and many times the gas-
oline will be given — free of
charge — to passing motorists,
temporarily alleviating the pmb-
lem.

— Jason Chudy
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Syrian inmate testifies
in Abu Ghraib abuse trial

BY T.A. BADGER
The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — A Syri-
an inmate at Abu Ghraib said
Army Spc. Charles Graner Jr.
was the Baghdad prison’s prima-
ry torturer who laughed while
physically abusing him and
threatened to kill him more than
once.

Amin al-Sheikh, testifying via
videotaped deposition shown in
court Tuesday, said Graner also
made him eat pork and drink alco-
hol, in violation of his Muslim
faith, and that he listened through
his cell wall while Graner and
other Americans forced a Yemeni
prisoner to eat from a toilet.

Graner is the first soldier ac-
cused in the Abu Ghraib scandal
to go on trial, and prosecutors al-
lege he was the ringleader of the
abuse. Three guards from the
372nd Military Police Company
have pleaded guilty to abusing de-
tainees.

Asked if Graner appeared to
enjoy hurting him, al-Sheikh said
through an interpreter: “He was
laughing. ... He laughed. He was
whistling. He was singing.”

Message for our men and women in uniform...

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU!

Graner, a reservist, is charged
with conspiracy to maltreat de-
tainees, two counts of assault, der-
eliction of duty and committing in-
decent acts. He faces up to 17/
years in a military prison if the
Jjury of four Army officers and six
enlisted men convict him on all
counts. Testimony began Mon-
day.

Al-Sheikh said he went to Iraq
in 2003 to fight U.S.-led forces,
and he was taken to Abu Ghraib
after being captured with AK-47
assault rifles, grenades and
bomb-making material.

‘While being kept at a tent camp
next to Abu Ghraib, al-Sheikh
said, he was wounded in the leg
and chest in a shootout with Amer-
icans after he obtained a handgun
from an Iraqi guard because he
feared for his life.

He said Graner, whom he de-
scribed as the “primary tortur-
er,” jumped on his injured leg
and struck it with a collapsible
stick.

That is the basis for one of the
assault charges. On another occa-
sion, he said, Graner handcuffed
him to his cell door with his arms
behind his back for eight hours.

From coast to coast, thousands of Americans

are grateful for what you do and want to show you

that they care. To see the actions and

of support from these groups and individuals from

all across America, visit wwwistripes.com.

“This is just a small token of appreciation, a way to say..

AMERICA
SUPPORTS

Graner also on different occa-
sions accompanied a U.S. soldier
who urinated on him, al-Sheikh
said. Another American threat-
ened to rape him, he said.

Under defense questioning,
al-Sheikh said Graner at times
worked with Americans who
were interrogating him at Abu Gh-
raib.

The defense maintains that
Graner and other soldiers were
ordered by military and civilian
intelligence officers to soften up
detainees for questioning, and
that they had no choice but to

Witness: CIA and SEALS
beat Baghdad detainees

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — A former Navy
SEAL says he saw fellow SEALs
and CIA officials kick, choke and
eye-gouge detamees ata U.S. mili-
tary base in Irag.

The former SEAL testified at a
military hearing Monday that he
saw “interrogation by means of
abuse” take place at Camp Jenny
Pozzi, the SEAL base at Baghdad
International Airport. He said a
prisoner under interrogation by
the CIA was abused in October
2003 by two or three SEALs. On an-
other occasion a month later, the
witness said he watched as SEALs
punched, choked and poked their
fingers in the eye of Iragi Manadel
al-Jamadi, who also was punched
by a CIA official when he didn’t an-
swer questions.

Al-Jamadi, a suspect in the

bombing of a Red Cross facility in
Iraq, died a few hours after he was
captured during a joint CIA-spe-
cial operations mission in Novem-
ber 2003.

He died while being interrogat-
ed by CIA personnel in the shower
room of the Abu Ghraib prison.

The former SEAL, who was not
identified, was the government’s
main witness at Monday’s Article
32 hearing.

The hearing, the military equiva-
lent of a civilian grand jury, was
for a Navy SEAL lieutenant who is
accused of assault, maltreatment
and conduct unbecoming an offic-
er for his handling of detainees, in-
cluding al-Jamadi.

Navy officer hearing the evi-
dence will make a recommenda-
tion whether the lieutenant, who
was not identified, should face a
court-martial.

obey.
Al-Sheikh said

known as “Steve” and “Mikey”
made it clear that he would be
roughed up by Graner if he did
not cooperate.

Al-Sheikh conceded that he did
not see Graner and others making
the Yemeni prisoner eat from the
toilet, but he said it was clear that
was happening from what he
heard.

Another videotaped deposition
from Iraq was expected before
prosecutors wrapped up their
case Tuesday afternoon. The de-
fense would then start with its wit-
nesses.

months.

look at them.

Former Gitmo translator guilty of lying

BOSTON — A former Arabic translator who took classified docu-
ments from the prison camp at Guantanamo Naval Base pleaded
guilty to federal charges in a deal that will set him free within two

Ahmed Fathy Mehalba, 32, an Egyptian-born U.S. citizen and civil-
ian translator at the base in Cuba, was arrested at Logan Internation-
al Airport in September 2003 after returning from a trip to Egypt.
Customs agents found 132 compact discs in his luggage, in
one that contained hundreds of documents labeled “SECRET” or “SE-
CRET/NOFORN,” meaning no foreign government was allowed to

cluding

He pleaded guilty Monday to one count of unauthorized possession
of classified materials and two counts of lying to federal i

From The Associated Press
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Sharon
Abbas t

phones
0 offer

congratulations

(Call was first contact since election

BY R. PLUSHNICK-MASTI
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon called Mah-
moud Abbas on Tuesday to con-
gratulate him for winning the Pal-
estinian presidential ~elections,
the latest sign that the two sides
are eager to restart peace efforts
after years of stalemate.

Since Abbas’ landslide victory
on Sunday, Israel and the Pales-
tinians have signaled their readi-
ness to return to the negotiating
table. The election, along with the
formation of a new Israeli govern-
ment that includes the dovish
Labor Party, have raised hopes
around the world that talks might
soon resume.

Tuesday’s phone call, con-
firmed by Israeli and Palestinian
officials, was the first direct con-
tact hetween the two leaders
since the election.

Sharon “ congratulated him on
his personal achievement and his
victory in the elections and

E-1 AND ABOVE APPROVED

wished him luck,” said a state-
ment issued by the prime minis-
ter’s office. “They agreed they
would continue talking in the
near future.”

Earlier Tuesday, Sharon told
his new Cabinet that he hoped to
meet Abbas in the “near future.”
He told the ministers the meeting
would focus on security issues, es-
pecially efforts to “halt terror-
ism,” according to participants.

Abbas is widely considered
more moderate than his predeces-
sor, Yasser Arafat, who died on
Nov. 11, 2004, in a French hospi-
tal.

Israel refused to negotiate with
Arafat, accusing him of encourag-
ing violence during the past four
years of fighting between the two
sides.

The last meeting between Israe-
li and Palestinian premiers was
in August 2003, when Sharon met
Abbas during his brief term as
Palestinian prime minister.

Fresh from his victory, Abbas
expressed hope late Monday that
the sides will be able to return to
the negotiating table.

“We extend our hands to our
neighbors,” Abbas said. “We are
ready for peace, peace based on
justice. We hope that their re-
sponse will be positive.”

Palestinian ~ Prime Minister
Ahmed Qureia said plans for the
meeting were still in an early
stage. “When the right time
comes, we will go for a well-pre-
pared meeting. We will not go
just for a meeting, but for a useful
one,” he said.

Abbas

World reaction to the election
of Abbas has been positive.

In Washington, President Bush
congratulated Abbas and invited
the new Palestinian leader to the
White House — an offer never ex-
tended to Arafat.

Bush called on him to root out
terror groups and promote democ-
racy.

Cuuchmg the presidential de-
mand with warm words Bush
never used with Yasser Arafat,
the president telephoned Abbas
on Monday and, according to a
spokesman. lold him he envi-
sioned “a day when he and presi-
dent-elect Abbas and Israel’s lead-
ers could stand together and say,
‘We have peace.”

In another development, Pales-
tinian National Security Adviser
Jibril Rajoub resigned Tuesday.
In a statement, he said he was giv-
ing a chance to Abbas to appoint
his own adviser, leaving open the
possibility that he would resume
the post.

U.S. Embassy: Suspect
killed was terrorist in
urgent Web warning

The Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — The gunman
that police killed Monday was a
terrorist that Americans had
been warned about, the U.S. Em-
bassy said, adding U.S. citizens
should stay vigilant because more
terrorists remain at large.

The gunman, Fawwaz Tlaiq
al-Otaibi, died of his wounds after
a shootout with police in a suburb
of Kuwait City on Monday. Two
policemen also were killed in the
gun battle, which came hours
after the U.S. Embassy had post-
ed an urgent message on its Web
site warning of an “individual or
individuals moving about Kuwait
in a black-colored small sedan
[who] intend to randomly attack
Westerners.”

On Tuesday, the embassy’s
Web site said the “terrorist” shot
dead in the shootout was one of
those referred to in the warning,
and added: “At least one suspect-
ed terrorist, known to be armed
and dangerous, remains at large.”

The “two terrorists involved in
the shooting may have been part
of a larger group,” the Web site

said. “U.S. citizens should exer-
cise caution, maintain a low pro-
file, and remain aware of their
surroundings.”

Kuwait's interior minister,
Sheik Nawwaf Al Ahmed Al
Sabah, said Tuesday none of the
others involved in the gunbattle
had been arrested. He declined to
tell reporters anything about
al-Otaibi’s motives or affiliation
until the police had finished their
investigation.

However, two lawmakers who
discussed the incident with the
minister in a parliamentary com-
mittee, Nasser al-Saneh and Mo-
hammed al-Saqr, said afterward
it was a “terrorist” matter.

The incident came about 10
days after Kuwait upgraded its do-
mestic security measures, deploy-
ing armed military and police ve-
hicles at street junctions and out-
side hotels, embassies and oil fa-
cilities.

In its statements on Monday’s
gunbattle, the Interior Ministry
did not say what al-Otaibi was
wanted for.

The interior minister has said
that Kuwait has received many se-
curity threats recently.

Mandela funeral

JOHANNESBURG, South Af-
rica — A memorial service was
planned Tuesday for former
President Nelson Mandela’s last
son, whose death of AIDS com-
plications last week under-
scored the silence still shroud-
ing a disease that kills more
than 600 a day in South Africa.

Makgatho Mandela’s family
refused to disclose the nature of
his illness when he went into in-
tensive care at a Johannesburg
hospital late last year.

But within hours of his death,
Nelson Mandela, a leading in-
ternational AIDS campaigner,
summoned the media to his
home to disclose that his son

had been infected with HIV
and to appeal for more open-
ness about the virus ravaging
Africa.

Commuters protest

ROME — Scores of trains
were delayed or idled Tuesday
as some 200 commuters blocked
a railway line in northern Italy
to protest what they say are
chronic delays and overcrowd-
ing, officials said.

The commuters occupied the
tracks at the Vittuone station,
some 19 miles west of Milan,
‘when they saw that a train they
‘were waiting for was too over-
crowded for them to get on,
news reports said.

From The Associated Press
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AP

In this photo released by an Arab-based container vessel, a raft carry-
ing tsunami survivor Ari Afrizal drifts on the sea Sunday before being
rescued and brought to the outskirts of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Tsunami survivor
picked up after 15
days in the ocean

The Associated Press

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia — A
tsunami survivor rescued after 15
days adrift in the Indian Ocean re-
counted Tuesday how he lived on
coconuts that floated by, tearing
them open with his teeth.

Indonesia, meanwhile, said it
hoped to ease the bottleneck of
aid flights by opening a second
airport north of Sumatra island.

Also Tuesday, Indonesia’s mili-
tary chief extended a new
cease-fire offer to rebels in Aceh
province, the region hit hardest
by the Dec. 26 earthquake and tsu-
nami that killed more than
150,000 people across South Asia.

Rebels in the area welcomed
the proposal made by Gen. Endri-
artono Sutarto dunng anews con-
ference in Banda Aceh.

“We have to work together to
help Aceh,” Sutarto said.

The 21-year-old survivor, Ari
Afrizal, was picked up Sunday by
a container ship after being swept
out to sea by the tsunami from a
beachfront construction site in
Aceh. He is the third Indonesian
to be rescued and brought to Ma-
laysia.

“The earthquake lasted about
15 minutes,” Ari said after the
ship docked at Port Klang near

the capital of Kuala Lumpur.
“Then the waves came, big, big
waves that slammed down hard
onus.”

Ari, who appeared fit despite
the ordeal, said he saw four of his
friends grab pieces of debris or
uprooted trees, “but we drifted
away from each other as the
waves rolled us out further into
the sea.”

For a while, he lay on a
5-foot-long plank, weak and ex-
hausted.

“My throat was burning. The
sun was hot. I had cuts all over
my body. The salt water was sting-
ing. I couldn’t even find my voice
to call out to other survivors.
Eventually they all drifted away
and I was all alone,” he said in an
interview with The d

Europe pines for winter

BY WILLIAM J. KOLE
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — Bears in
Slovakia are awakening early
from hibernation. So are bar-
maids in Bavaria, unseasonably
busy in outdoor beer gardens.
Bushes are blooming in Austria,
and skiers at snowless Bosnian re-
sorts are chilling out in hotel
pools.

Forgoing a White Christmas
was one thing, but the utter ab-
sence of snow for weeks on end
has many Europeans pining for
what seems — so far, anyway —
like The Winter That Wasn't.

“Hope springs eternal,” Aus-
tria’s Kleine Zeitung newspaper
headlined Tuesday over a photo
of a lone snowflake.

The country’s alpine ski slopes
have plenty of white stuff, but Vi
enna and much of eastern Austria
haven’t had more than a dusting
since early December.

Although temperatures have
been dropping to near freezing
overnight, warm air pumped up
from the Azores has produced a
string of sunny, balmy days in the
low 50s across much of the conti-
nent.

Belgium had its warmest Jan.
10 on record Monday, when the
mercury peaked at 57.2 degrees
in Brussels, breaking the previ-
ous mark of 54 set in 1993. Scores
of people took to their terraces to
soak up the sun, and others
strolled along North Sea beaches.

It was even warmer — a touch
under 61 degrees — in the south-
ern Czech city of Ceske Budejov-
ice on Saturday, the balmiest Jan.
8 recorded in 230 years.

Todd Lodwick from the United States competes Sunday in the sl

section at the nordic combined World Cup event in Seefeld, Austria.
Austria’s ski slopes may have plenty of snow, but parts of the country
haven't had more than a dusting since early December.

But while the springlike weath-
er was fine for humans, it was
bad for brown bears in parts of
the Czech Republic and neighbor-
ing Slovakia, some of which
awoke from hibernation as
grumpy as anyone roused early
from a deep sleep. Naturalists
warned that the testy animals
were unlikely to fall back asleep
and could be dangerous to people
later in the season.

Birds also seemed to have been
tricked into thinking spring has
sprung.

One species that usually
doesn’t start singing until late
February already was heard in
the eastern Beskydy Mountains,
and flamingos at a zoo in Jihlava,

75 miles southeast of Prague,
were building nests — something
they normally domt do until
April.

The unseasonable warmth
made the Czech Republic’s Elbe
River seem extra cold to 70 hardy
swimmers who took their annual
winter plunge last weekend. They
said they prefer more frigid air
temperatures, which make the
river seem more comfortable by
comparison.

Although most alpine ski cen-
ters had plenty of snow, poor con-
ditions prompted World Cup orga-
nizers to cancel some events last
weekend in southern Germany,
where Bavaria’s famed beer gar-
dens opened for scores of thirsty
visitors.

Press from his hospital bed.

“I prayed and prayed. I told
God T don’t want to die. ... T wor-
ried about my elderly parents
and asked for a chance to take
care of them. As if my prayers
were answered, a broken (boat)
floated toward me a few days
later.”

He ended up finding a listing
boat, which he stayed on for five
days before spotting a large un-
manned raft with a hut on it. He
swam up to it and found a gallon
bottle of water aboard.

The Associated Press

BERLIN — Tokyo, San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles lead a
world list of urban areas that
could suffer catastrophic losses
in lives and property from earth-
quakes, flooding, tsunamis or
terrorism, the world’s largest re-
insurance company said in a re-
port Tuesday.

Munich Re urged govern-
ments and urban planners to
take disaster risks more fully
into account when approving
sites for development, and to
take preventive measures.

Stefan Heyd, the company’s
head of corporate underwriting,
said such “megacities” brought a
new dimension of risk to the in-

Report: World’s big cities
vulnerable to major losses

surance business. “Megacities
are exposed to e classic
risks, but their exposure and vul-
nerability are disproportionate,”
Heyd said in a statement accom-
‘panying the report.

Munich Re gave Tokyo the
top rating on its list of vulnera-
ble megacities, saying it com-
bined huge population with vul-
nerability to volcanic eruption,
earthquakes, tropical storms,
tsunamis and flooding. With a
risk index of 710, Tokyo was far

ead of e San Fran-
cisco Bay area, which rated 167,
mainly due to Tokyo’s high risk
of multiple disasters, its huge
population and roughly 40 per-
cent share of the country’s econ-
omy.
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Bush selects federal judge

to lead Homeland

BY JOHN SOLOMON
The Associated Press

named him to the appeals court
position in New Jersey.
Chertoff, a federal appellate

WASHINGTON — President judge with the
Bush on Tuesday chose federal 3rd U.S. Court
appeals court judge Michael of Appeals in
Chertoff to be his new Homeland  Philadelphia,
Security chief, turning to a would replace
former federal prosecutor who 'om idge,
helped craft the early war on ter- the  depart-
ror strategy. ment’s  first

“Mike has shown a deep com-  chief. “He
mitment to the cause of justice leaves some
and an unwavering determina- very  deep
tion to protect the American peo-  shoes to fill,”
ple,” Bush said. “Mike has also ~ Chertoff said. Chertoff
been a key leader in the war on“I don't pre-

terror.”

Chertoff headed the Justice De-
partment’s criminal division from
2001 to 2003, where he played a
central role in the nation’s legal
response to the Sept. 11, 2001, at-

tend to know him well. I know
him by reputation,” Ridge said of
Chertoff. “He’s got great intellect,
great energy. He has been an ex-
tremely successful lawyer both in
the public private and sector.

tacks, before the president  Chertoff, who rounds out
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Security

Bush’s second-term Cabinet, is ac-
tually the president’s second pick
for the job. Former New York
City police chief Bernard Kerik
withdrew as nominee last month,
citing immigration problems with
a family housekeeper.

Bush said that Chertoff has
“been confirmed by the Senate
three times,” signaling that he
should have no problem sur-
mounting the advise and consent
process.

Chertoff, whose appeal court
nomination sailed through Con-
gress, won immediate support on
Capitol Hill, where even Demo-
crats applauded the choice.

“Judge Mike Chertoff has the
résumé to be an excellent Home-
land Security Secretary, given his
law enforcement background and
understanding of New York's and
America’s neglected homeland se-
curity needs,” said Sen. Charles
Schumer, D-] NY.

Chertoff and his wife, Meryl,
each donated $1,000 to Bush’s
first presidential campaign.

As chief Republican counsel to
the Senate Whitewater Commit-
tee during the administration of
President  Clinton,  Chertoff
played a major role in the investi-
gation of the Clintons’ Arkansas
business dealings; the suicide of
Vincent Foster, a Clinton aide
and former law partner of Hillary
Clinton; and other allegations
against the Clintons.

Check out UMUC-Europe’s Term 3
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www.ed. umiuc. edu
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LOS ANGELES TIMES/AP
A victim of a mudslide is rescued Monday in La Conchita, Calif. A huge

mudslide crashed down on homes in the coastal hamlet with terrifying

force Monday, killi

g at least four people as a Pacific storm hammered

Southern California for a fourth straight day.

Record rain pouring
misery throughout
Southern California

BY CHRIS T. NGUYEN
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Scattered
rain showers lashed waterlogged
Southern California again Tues-
day, hampering efforts to find sur-
vivors buried by a mudslide in a
coastal community and prompt-
ing hundreds to flee a mountain
town below a rain-swollen reser-
voir and along nsmg streams.

The succession of storms that
have brought heavy snow to the
mountains of Northern California
and astonishing amounts of rain
in the south was blamed for the
deaths of at least 19 people.

The National Weather Service
said Tuesday that downtown Los
Angeles had recorded its wettest
15 consecutive days on record,
with a total of 17 inches of rain
falling in the period ending Mon-
day.

The storm was forecast to taper
off late Tuesday or early Wednes-
day and no new system is expect-
ed through the coming Martin

Luther King Jr. holiday weekend.
More snow fell in the Sierra Neva-
da, but the mountains were ex-
pected to get a break in the weath-
er this weekend with rising tem-
peratures.

In La Conchita, a small commu-
nity on a spit of land between the
hills south of Santa Barbara and
the Pacific Ocean, a massive mud-
slide Monday killed four people,
injured 14 and left 20 to 27 unac-
counted-for.

Some of those missing may
have been out of town, but fire-
fighters were certain at least
some were trapped in the 15
homes that were crushed under a
pile of mud 30 feet high, said
Keith Mashburn, the Ventura
County Fire Department’s chief
investigator.

Some 20 miles away, about 350
people in Piru took shelter over-
night at a school after the entire
town of 2,000 residents was ad-
vised to evacuate.

Roads all over Southern Califor-
nia were being closed periodical-
ly because of high water.

of the West.

Bright side of clouds: Drought relief

DENVER — Storms that have wreaked havoc from California to
Colorado could mean relief for areas of the West that have suffered
through five years of crippling drought.

“Since October, significant snowpack has been piling up from the
Sierras to the southern and central Rockies,”
drought specialist for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, said in a statement Monday.

The snowpack water content is more than 150 percent of normal
across much of the Southwest, from southern and central California
into Nevada, Utah and western Arizona, LeComte said. He said
more snow could help bring “significant”

Douglas LeComte,

water flow to those parts

— The Associated Press
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High court hears CIA spy contract case

BY HOPE YEN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Secret spy deals
should never be litigated in court because
of the danger to national security, the Su-
preme Court was told Tuesday, as it heard
arguments in a case involving former Cold
War spies who say the CIA backed out of a
pledge of lifetime support.

The Supreme Court is considering
whether the former Eastern bloc diplomat
and his wife may sue the CIA for allegedly
breaking a promise to provide them finan-
cial security for life.

“There’s something inherent about an es-
pionage relationship that you understand
you have no protected status under the
law,” said acting Solicitor General Paul
Clement. But David Burman, who repre-
sents the couple, said the branch

Justices to weigh whether ex-agents can sue
agency for allegedly breaking income deal

“This is not about the protection of state se-
crets, but about the limits of executive
power,” he said.

Several justices appeared hestitant to
have federal courts referee spy deals, not-
ing that not only spies but CIA officials ac-
cept that they might be backstabbed when
‘making secret deals.

At issue is whether a 130-year-old Su-
preme Court ruling automatically bars fed-
eral courts from hearing lawsuits over al-
leged spy contracts, which the CIA says
are secret deals that may never be acknowl-
edged.

The

of President Bush ar-

should not have the power to renege on spy
contracts without some judicial review.

gues that since the CIA was created in
1947, courts have dismissed spy lawsuits

outright on the grounds that any disclosure
could threaten security and undermine
CIA recruitment efforts.

The couple, who are identified by the
aliases John and Jane Doe, counter that
the executive branch should not have the
power to renege on spy contracts without
some judicial review. Sensitive informa-
tion could be kept secret by sealing
records or other methods, they say.

The San Francisco-based 9th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals agreed, ruling the
couple had a right to obtain documents and
other information from the CIA to build a
trial case. It said recent rulings have al-
lowed litigation to proceed in cases involv-
ing questions of national security if the gov-
ernment doesn’t show a clear risk.

The case involves a former high-ranking
diplomat and his wife who wanted to de-
fect from their Eastern bloc country but
were pressured by U.S. authorities to in-
stead spy for the United States, according
to the lawsuit. In exchange, the CIA prom-
ised to help them later defect as well as pro-
vide lifetime security.

‘When their spying was over in 1987, the
CIA helped them resettle in Seattle with
new identities, benefits and a bank job for
the husband, the suit says. They initially re-
ceived a $27,000 yearly stipend and be-
came U.S. citizens.

The CIA stopped the subsidy when John
Doe’s salary from the bank hit $27,000, but
the two were promised the agency would
“always be there.” However, the couple
claims, when Doe lost his job in 1997, the
CIA refused to reinstate the stipend, say-
ing the couple had received enough pay for
their spy services.

Rather saves job, but
reputation takes a hit

Moussaoui takes

BY DAVID BAUDER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — As his anchor

career nears its end in March,
Dan Rather’s reputation as a
hard-charging news reporter took
some damaging blows from the in-
dependent panel that probed
CBS’s discredited story on Presi-
dent Bush’s National Guard ser-
vice.
Three CBS News executives
and the producer of last Septem-
ber’s “60 Minutes Wednesday” re-
port were fired Monday by CBS
chief Leslie Moonves for rushing
the story to air and then blindly
defending it.

Rather was portrayed by the
panel — retired Associated Press
chief executive officer Louis D.
Boccardi and former GOP Attor-
ney General Dick Thornburgh —
as “pushed to the limit” by cover-
age of the Republican National
& . .

that the broadcast would have
benefited from a more direct in-
volvement on Rather’s part,”
Moonves said in a statement.

Given Rather’s voluntary retire-
ment as anchor, a decision that
Rather said was unrelated to the
National Guard story, Moonves
said he decided not to discipline
him.

Rather will move then to “60
Minutes,” where Moonves said
he will have “more time to con-
centrate on his reporting.”

Rather did not anchor the “CBS
Evening News” on Monday, after
traveling back from Thailand
over the weekend. An aide said
he was reading the report and did
not have an immediate comment.

It had to have been a particular-
ly painful moment for a man who
regards as one of his proudest leg-
acies that he remained a reporter
as well as a newsreader in a quar-
ter-century at the anchor desk.
He frequently traveled to the

Frances as final reporting on the
story was done.

“He’s had a distinguished tele-
vision news career, he's one of
the largest figures in this industry
and this event doesn’t erase the
other things that he has accom-
plished,” Boccardi said Tuesday
in an interview on CBS’ “The
Early Show.”

The veteran anchorman did not
appear to have participated in any
of the vetting sessions or even
seen the story before it aired, Boc-
cardi and Thornburgh found.

“The panel has found that his
unwillingness to consider that
CBS News and his colleague were
in the wrong was a mistake, and

sites of major stories, including
tsunami-devastated Asia.

Fired were Mary Mapes, the sto-
1y’s producer; Josh Howard, exec-
utive producer of “60 Minutes
Wednesday”; Howard’s top depu-
ty, Mary Murphy; and CBS News
senior vice president Betsy West.

Boccardi and Thornburgh’s
224-page report catalogued a long
series of missteps, essentially say-
ing the report was aired too soon
under competitive pressure with-
out being thoroughly checked
out. Four months after the report
was aired, the panel still couldn’t
say conclusively whether memos
allegedly disparaging Bush’s ser-
vice were real or fake.

Dan Rather

“If these experienced vetters
knew everything that we know
about the circumstances, the au-
thentication, they wouldnl have
let the program go on the air,”
Boccardi said.

Added Thornburgh: “One of
the things I think that surprised
us was the fact that nobody within
the CBS family seemed to have
any appreciation of how tricky
the process of authenticating doc-
uments is.”

After compounding its errors
by defending the initial report
without looking into it further,
CBS apologized 12 days later. But
the panel found fault with Rath-
er’s Sept. 20 apology, saying it
placed too much of the blame on
the source of the memos and not
enough on CBS.

Rather told the panel he did not
think an apology was appropnate,
but did it because he was a “team
player.” Rather also told Boccar-
di and Thornburgh he still be-
lieves the content of the docu-
ments is true.

pretrial appeal
to Supreme Court

BY LARRY MARGASAK
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Lawyers for
Zacarias Moussaoui petitioned the
Supreme Court on Monday, chal-
lenging the government’s right to
put the terrorism suspect on trial
while the defense had no access to
potentially favorable al-Qaida wit-
nesses.

The written brief questioned
whether Moussaoui’s constitution-
al rights would be violated if the de-
fense was forced to rely on govern-
ment-prepared summaries of inter-
rogation statements from three
al-Qaida captives.

The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Richmond, Va., has ap-
proved use of the summaries after
the government argued that more
direct access to al-Qaida leaders —
or even their classified interroga-
tion statements — would jeopar-
dize national security.

The lawyers said it was unconsti-
tutional to force Moussaoui to rely
on “summaries of classified docu-
ments  containing  information
from unnamed, unsworn govern-
ment agents purporting to report
unsworn, incomplete, non-verba-
tim accounts” of witness state-
ments.

Moussaoui, a French citizen,
was indicted in December 2001,
and remains the only U.S. defen-
dant charged in an al-Qaida con-

spiracy that includes the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks. The defendant has
acknowledged his loyalty to
Osama bin Laden but denies he
was to have any role in the 2001 air-
plane hijackings.

The lawyers appealed a ruling
from the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, which would allow Mous-
saoui access to the summaries but
still refuse direct access to the
al-Qaida witnesses. The ruling also
allows prosecutors to seek the
death penalty.

Most of the written brief was not
immediately made public because
it includes classified information.
However, an unclassified portion
of the brief — obtained by The As-
sociated Press — raised questions
of whether Moussaoui would be de-
nied his right to a fair trial under
three sections of the U.S. Constitu-
tion,

Supreme Court spokeswoman
Kathy Arberg said an unclassified
version of the brief would be avail-
able in about a week.

The lawyers said Moussaoui was
denied rights under the Sixth
Amendment, which allows defen-
dants to compel testimony in their
favor; the Fifth Amendment guar-
antee that defendants should not
be deprived of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of la
and the Eighth Amendment, ban”
ning cruel and unusual punish-
ment.

Man pleads guilty to Bush threat

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — A man pleaded guilty Monday
in federal court to threatening to kill President Bush.

Darrel D. Alford, 56, admitted he threatened on Aug. 4
to fly a bomb-laden model airplane into an arena or stadi-
um where Bush would be speaking. He faces up to five
years in federal prison without parole, plus a fine of up to

$250,000.

It was not clear when or where Alford planned to harm
Bush, said Don Ledford, a spokesman for the U.S. attor-

ney’s office.

Stewart book ban lifted

GULFPORT, Miss. — A library board in southern Mis-
sissippi has lifted its ban of Jon Stewart’s best-selling
“America (The Book)” after local residents spoke up in
support of it.

The Jackson-George Regional Library System board of
trustees had voted last month to ban the book in eight pub-
lic libraries because they objected to an image of the
faces of the U.S. Supreme Court justices superimposed
on nine naked bodies.

They rescinded the ban Monday on a 5-2 vote.

Pfizer replacing misleading Listerine ads

NEW YORK — The maker of Listerine mouthwash will
spend $2 million to replace what a judge called mislead-
ing advertising suggesting the product is as effective as
flossing at fighting plaque and gingivitis.

About 4,000 workers will be deployed around the coun-
try to place stickers over the claim on Listerine bottles
and to remove similar advertisements that hang on bottle-
necks, a lawyer for Pfizer Inc. told a federal judge Mon-
day.

From The Associated Press
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Power outage puts arctic town in deep freeze

BY MARY PEMBERTON
THE Associated Press

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — A
power outage has forced resi-
dents of an Alaskan village on the
Arctic Ocean to scurry from one
building to another in search of
warmth in subzero conditions,
while state officials scramble to
get repair crews to the isolated
area.

“If hell can freeze over, this is

it, and it has,” said Arthur Smith
in a telephone interview from
Kaktovik, which is home to about
300 people in the state’s northeast
corner, more than 200 miles be-
yond the Arctic Circle.

Smith crawled out of two down
sleeping bags to answer the
phone Monday at the local hotel
where he’s the caretaker.

The village’s power generating
plant quit af about 5 p.m. Sunday
during a blizzard in which 70

mph winds drove temperatures to
20 below zero Fahrenheit — 60
below zero F counting the wind
chill. By Monday afternoon tem-
peratures had risen — barely —
to 10 below zero F with a wind
chill of 50 below F, according to
the National Weather Service.
Most residents were coping by
wearing winter gear indoors, and
using propane and wood stoves
and kerosene heaters. Some resi-
dents sought shelter at the village

school, which had its own source
of power. Then that, too, failed
Sunday night.

Eight or nine families from the
school moved to a village equip-
ment maintenance building that
still has power. But its

day. But in Barrow, about (325
miles west of Kaktovik, the plane
was delayed by a severe storm.
fficials planned to try again
Tuesday morning.
Jim Butchart, with the state Di-
vision of Homeland Security and

depend on fuel tanks that are run-
ning low, authorities said.

An Alaska Air National Guard
C-130 plane loaded with equip-
ment and repair technicians left
Anchorage for Kaktovik on Mon-

said
the situation is not life-threaten-
ing. But he said concerns are in-
creasing that if power can’t be re-
stored soon, the village pipes
could freeze, causing extensive
damage.

Some Dems urge
Inauguration Day
economic boycott

BY ADRIENNE SCHWISOW
The Associated Press

DETROIT — David Livingstone says the idea behind the
economic boycott he’s organizing is simple: If people don’t
show up at work or buy things, companies lose money. As he
sees it, that's money the Bush administration can’t tax, and
can’t use to run the war in Iraq, protect polluters or chip away
at the Constitution.

So the Detroit Democrat and a handful of other anti-Bush
groups across the country are urging others of like mind to
withhold their cash and labor on Inauguration Day — from all
businesses. They don’t think they’ll inflict a huge economic

pain, but they do want to make a point.

“I view the inauguration of Bush as a black Thursday for
this country,” Livingstone says. “We've tried marching in the
streets to stop the war, we tried writing letters, we tried initia-
tives on the Web, but Bush doesn’t listen. It seems to us the
only thing Bush and the Republicans will listen to is money.”

Livingstone, a 41-year-old writer, hopes to be in Washing-
ton for the Jan. 20 festivities, which for him means protests,
black armbands and backs turned to the parade route. He’s
vowing not to buy gas, food or use his credit card that day. He
wants the GOP, big oil, big banking, big box stores and any
other “bigs” to know they can’t push him around or ignore
him — at least not on Jan. 20.

Bush “is proud that we live in a society where people are
free to peacefully express their opinions,” White House
spokesman Jim Morrell says.

Other groups nationwide, many loosely connected through
the Internet, have put out calls similar to Livingstone’s. Jesse
Gordon, 44, of Cambridge, Mass., spreads the word through
his Web site, Not One Damn Dime! “I think Bush should ac-
knowledge the boycott. If we're effective, he’ll know about it,
and he should acknowledge it,” Gordon says.

In New Orleans, Buddy Spell says his January 20th Com-
mittee eagerly endorses the idea of an economic boycott. He
remains primarily concerned with organizing a jazz funeral
procession through the downtown to mourn a second Bush
term and what he calls the death of democracy. But he says a
boycott is worth pursuing, in part because it can help unite
disparate anti-Bush forces.

The groups hope to see several million people eating
brown-bag lunches and dinners on Inauguration Day. If peo-

David Livingstone, who is promoting an economic boycott on
January 20 during the presidential inauguration, shows the
home page to his Web site Saturday in Detroit.

ple don’t want to boycott all business, the groups suggest buy-
ing from just those that support Democrats. The protesters
say they’ll measure success not in economic terms, but by
whether people know about the boycott and if it sparks future
activism. And if there’s by chance a blip in the GDP, that
would be a bonus.

“I can’t imagine it would have any impact whatsoever,”
says David J. Vogel, professor of business ethics at the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley. “Even if everyone didn't
buy on that day, they’d make up for it the next day.”

Historian Lawrence Glickman says boycotts rarely accom-
plish any substantial economic goal. “There’s this appeal
about boycotts, anyone can take part in them, and you can use
your pocketbook to express your dissatisfaction,” says Glick-
man, who studies labor and consumer activism at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina in Columbia. “It’s a way of feeling like
we're participating in something bigger than ourselves.”

Ariz. botulism supplier ordered to stop shipments

BY CATHERINE WILSON
The Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida — A
federal judge ordered an Arizona compa-
ny to stop distributing raw botulism bac-
teria in place of the wrinkle treatment
Botox and to recall any of roughly 3,000
vials that may still be in circulation.

The potent bacteria marketed by Tuc-
son, Arizona-based Toxin Research In-
ternational to doctors since 2003 came
from the same California supplier whose
product is blamed for paralyzing four
people injected at a Florida clinic.

Toxin Research used misleading and
deceptive practices that are “likely to re-
sult in tragic consequences to the unsus-
pecting consumer,” U.S. District Judge
James Cohn said on Monday.

List Biological Laboratories, a Camp-
bell, Calif.-based maker of bulk re-
search-grade botulism and other toxins,
allegedly prepared a low-dose batch of
botulism, something equivalent to the in-
jectable cosmetic drug, and sold it to
Toxin Research for about $30,000.

Bach McComb, who lost his medical li-
cense last year, first obtained botulism
from Toxin Research and then direct

from List in a strength 20,000 times high-
er. Witnesses say McComb injected the
List botulism that paralyzed himself and
three others in late November. All four
are still being treated.

The judge granted the government’s
request for an injunction to shut down
Toxin Research and its botulism sales to
doctors after hearing from the compa-
ny’s founder, Chad Livdahl, and from the
operator of an affiliated company.

Livdahl, a microbiologist and owner of
the company, testified repeatedly that
his sales were intended for research only
and not for human use in place of Botox.

Perchlorate
debate fueled
by new report

BY ERICA WERNER
The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — The debate about perchlorate
contamination in drinking water is getting more
heated as environmentalists object to a report claim-
ing the widespread toxin is far less dangerous than
‘was thought.

A National Academy of Sciences panel said Mon-
day that perchlorate, a toxic chemical used in rock-
et fuel and explosives, is safe for consumption at lev-
els 20 times the standard being considered by the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The study is expected to influence the EPA as it
develops its first national standard for perchlorate
in drinking water. But environmentalists contended
such a high standard could endanger children’s
health while letting defense contractors off the hook
for cleanup costs.

“Wherever this standard is applied, most perchlo-
rate contamination sites will be wiped off the map,”
said Lenny Siegel, director of the Center for Public
Environmental
Oversight in
Mountain  View,
Calif. “Millions of
children and preg-
nant women will
continue to be
guinea pigs in the
great perchlorate
exposure experi-
ment.”

The study
comes after years
of disagreement
over how danger-
ous it is for people
to drink water
tainted with perchlorate, a pervasive leftover of
Cold War defense manufacturing that has been
found in drinking water in 35 states. The chemical,
which leaches easily into groundwater from de’
fense and manufacturing sites, can inhibit thyroid
function and is considered particularly dangerous
to children.

While the chemical also is found in nature, the
panel said its presence in the environment primari-
ly comes from the manufacture and use of rocket
fuels as well as explosives and fireworks.

The NAS panel recommended a level for safe
human consumption of approximately 20 parts per
billion in drinking water. Two years ago, the EPA is-
sued a preliminary recommendation of 1 part per
billion.

The academy study was ordered by the Bush ad-
ministration in 2003 to review the stricter standard
the EPA had proposed in 2002. The Pentagon had
criticized that standard as too stringent.

The Natural Resources Defense Council contend-
ed that documents obtained under Freedom of Infor-
mation Act requests showed the Pentagon and the
‘White House had sought to influence the scope of
the academy’s study in order to get a weaker stan-
dard.

There has been
disagreement
for years over
how dangerous
it is for people
to drink water
tainted with
perchlorate.
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Safe path to opening e-mail

Q.Iam running Windows XP and use Outlook Ex-

press for e-mail.

though I never open e-mail I don’t recognize, I
discovered that I can view e-mails and all informa-
tion by right-clicking on the e-mail and selecting
Properties. The e-mail header remains selected as
though it has not been opened.

1s my computer being exposed to viruses by view-
ing e-mails this way? — Marty Phillips @cox.net

. Your inquiry serves to either clear up or in-
crease a lot of confusion over handling posslbly dan-
gerous e-mail messages in Outlook Expre:
The last time this column took up the murky i lssue nf
avoiding attacks by way of e-mail messages, I added
to the heat rather than shedding light by approach-
ing the subject a bit backwards.

People worry — as they should — that some kind
of booby trap may be tucked away in these
rich-content e-mails. When I approached it
from the other side — by allowing these
things to be displayed — a lot of folks got con-
fus

se
Whether you love them or hate them, Out-
look Express uses the same settings to tog-
gle e-mail attachments and other rich con-
tent on or off. Most of these settings are
reached by clicking on Tools and then Op-
tions in the OE display. Look for the tabs for
Read and Security. A number of check
boxes there let you force all messages to
come in as text-only and to block all incom-
ing graphics and other embellishments that
conce]vably carry viruses like the notorious

You check and uncheck boxes based on your esti-
mation of the risk.

Since one can always go back and change these
settings by adding or removing check marks, it's
safe enough to experiment a bit to see what fits best
for you.

And what a better way to feel things out than to
use that little trick you mention where one
right-clicks on a message in the Outlook Express dis-
play and then selects Properties.

In OF 6.0, this brings up a pair of windows. The
first, called General, shows all the information
about sending times, addresses and routings. There

Ask Jim

J
Jim Coates

MONDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY EXCHANGE RATES
L oees ] ;

also is a box marked Details that brings up a Mes-
sage Source button that strips all of the hot links and
other stuff, making it safe to open even nasty
‘booby-trapped stuff.

You can even paint this harmless text and copy it
into a word processor to get all the words and none
of the wonkery. It's an excellent suggestion, Mr. F.,
and I thank you as I am sure will many readers.

Q. This is driving me crazy. I have the NASA Web
site as my home page, and like to save the great pic-
tures of stars and galaxies as my desktop wallpa-
per. When I used Netscape 4.7 as my browser, I
could browse the JPEG files from Web Wallpaper
and save them on the Control Panel drop-down list
of wallpaper choices, and see the preview before ap-
plying the file.

Now I'm using Netscape ‘When I try to per-
form these maneuvers, the file appears
on the drop-down menu as a bitmap file
opened with MS Paint, does not appear as
a preview, and doesn’t save in the
drop-down menu. Any suggestions? —
Mariss McTucker, Dixon, Mont.

A. The culprit u%ually is a bit of code de-
signed to run animations of Web sites
when browsers act like yours. Whether
the browser is Netscape or Microsoft In-
ternet Explorer or some other flavor, the
bit of bad code will suddenly force the
[4 browser to insist that every picture file it

| opens is in the MP format instead
of its actual format.

In the latest Netscape versions, clear
out the cache of Web pages along with the
trouble-causing animations they seem to include. To
do this, click on Edit and then Preferences in the
drop-down menu. Select the Advanced category and
you will find a Cache heading.

A second thing to check with Netscape is that the
browser is set to access all formats of pictures. This
setting is under the Privacy and Security heading on
that same Preferences menu. Open Privacy and Se-
curity and click on the Images choice. There select
the Accept All Images box.

Gontact Jim Coates at jcoates@tribune.com, or at the chicago
Tribune, R . Chicago, IL 6061
P be anawerad Gy through this colum. Rid

Not ini for the money

AP

Rex Wiederanders of IBM and other volunteers prepare computers for
shipment to Thailand last week in Eagan, Minn. IBM and several
Minnesota companies have teamed up to send 1,000 specially

equipped laptop computers to Thailand to hell

lentify tsunami

victims. The volunteer effort included Eden Prairie software developer
Laser Data Command Inc., Anderson Cargo Services of Eagan,

Que
Sour point of view at

Airlines Inc., IBM and other equipment makers.
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Keping college savings

heavily weighed, meaning he or
she will qualify for less financial
aid.

If your child is planning to at-
tend an inexpensive school, or
you don’t expect to apply for
need-based aid, you might be
better off putting the assets in
your child’s name. Because he
or she falls into a lower income
bracket than you do, your child
will fare better come tax time.
“Investment gains and interest
income won'’t be taxed as heavi-

ly,” Braverman says.

Other relatives hoping to con-
tribute to your child’s education
should look into state-sponsored
529 plans to make a college dona-
tion.

Such plans put the relative as
the owner and the child named
as beneficiary. Braverman says
these are a particularly good op-
tion if the relative in question
may not live to see your child go
off to college. He says, “This
makes it clear who the beneficia-
ryisand what the purpose of the
account is.”
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Benelux: Mostly cloudy throughout the
day with rainshowers in the morning.
High temperatures will be in the mid
to upper 40s. Thursday lows in the
u :

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
qusty wind throughout the day
Expect high temperatures in the
lower 50s. Thursday lows wil be in
the upper

Croatin and Besnia: Partly cloudy
throughout the day with morning fog.
High temperatures will be in the low
50s. Thursday lows in the upper 20s.

France: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rain showers. High temperatures will
be in the upper 40s to mid 50s.
Thursday lows in the mid 30s to mid
405,

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers throughout
the day. High temperatures will be in
the mid 40 to lower 50s. Thursday
lows in the mid to upper 30s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
throughout the day with afternoon
rainshowers. High temperatures will
be in the mid 405 to lower 50s.
Thursday lows in the mid to upper
30s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. High tempera-
tures will be in the low 40s. Thursday
lows in the lower

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
morning fog. High temperature wil
be in the 50s. Thursday lows in the
lower 30 to lower

Southern ltaly: Partly cloudy. High
temperature will be in the upper 50s.
Thursday lows in the upper 30s to
lower 40s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy with morning
fog. High temperatures in the upper
40s. Thursday lows in the upper 20s
to lower 30s

Norway: Mostly cloudy with afternoon
rain showers. Expect high tempera-
tures in the low to mid 40s. Thursday
lows in the lower

Portugal, Spain: Party cloudy.High
temperatures in the lower 5(
lower 60s. Thursday lows in e lower
305 to lower 40s.

Turkey: Partly cloudy. High tempera-
ture will be in the mid to upper 50s.

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operatruna/ Weather Squadron home
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Background checks

BOSTON — State reg-
ulators are begin-
ning criminal background
checks of physicians apply-
ing to practice medicine in
Massachusetts. It's an effort
to protect the public, says
Nancy Achin Audesse,
the executive director of
the State Board of Regis-
tration in Medicine. Doc-
tors already must .-
disclose criminal his-
tories on license applications, but
some hide their convictions.
Massachusetts becomes the 21st
state to institute the checks.

Improper cleaning

RALEIGH — Two Duke

Umversxty Health System
hospitals in Durham and Raleigh,
N.C,, have notified about 4,000 pa-
tients that they may have been op-
erated on with surgical instru-
ments that weren’t properly
cleaned.

Although letters to patients don’t
specify what happened, drums la-
beled “detergent” actually con-
tained a petroleum-based hydrau-
lic fluid that was piped into the in-
strument-cleaning system at Duke
Health Raleigh Hospital and
Durham Regional Hospital.

Hospital officials say patient
care was not compromised be-
cause all instruments were proper-
ly sterilized in a separate step.

Maple sugar museum

ORFORD — The group

that represents New Hamp-
shire maple syrup producers is
‘making plans for the mother of all
sap houses — a New Hampshire
‘maple sugar museum.

The New Hampshire Maple Pro-
ducers Association has received a
gift of the largest collection of an-
tique sugaring tools and equip-
‘ment in North America, and is try-
ing to find a place to put it.

Its vice president, Peter Thom-
son of Orford, says money is being
raised to provide a fire-safe build-
ing to temporarily store the arti-
facts while the group plans a per-
manent museum.

‘The collection is a gift from Char-
lie Stewart of Sugar Hill, who has
been collecting the artifacts for
‘many years, Thomson said.

Creature comforts

SAN FRANCISCO — In

San_Francisco, where or-
phaned animals live in “pet con-
dos” at the SPCA, pet parents are
called “guardians” instead of “own-
ers,” and well-heeled canines are
enrolled in doggie day care, now
comes a law mandating more crea-
ture comforts for the creatures.

The ordinance, expected to be
approved by the Board of Supervi-
sors, spells out exactly what the
city means by providing food, shel-
ter and water to dogs.

The food: palatable and nutri-
tious. The water: changed at least
once a day and provided in a
non-tipping bowl. The shelter: big
enough for the canine to stand up
and turn around in and with a
raised floor and dry, clean bedding
for when the “ambient tempera-
ture falls below that ... to which
the dog is acclimated.”

Medical screenings
PR @ HARTFORD — Legislation
on breast cancer screen-
ings is receiving a boost from Gov.

/7
-l

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

M. Jodi Rell’s battle with the dis-
ease. Two newly filed bills would
expand the type of screenings in-
surance companies would be re-
quired to cover. Rell, a longtime ad-
vocate for breast cancer aware-
ness, underwent a mastectomy
and reconstructive surgery. Her
doctors say her prognosis is excel-
lent.

School dances canceled

LEMOORE — Fed up with

students’ racy moves, a
principal has taken the unusual
step of canceling the rest of this
year’s school dances.

Principal Jim Bennett of
Lemoore Union High School said
he warned students at a winter for-
‘mal dance last month to either quit
dirty dancing or face the possibili-
ty of not dancing at all.

But he said the students contin-

ued “freak dancing,” a form of sex-
ually suggestive dancing that in-
volves grinding the hips and pelvic
area.
The ban on dances includes the
school’s Sadie Hawkins dance in
February and the junior and senior
proms in the spring, but Bennett
said they could be rescheduled if
students modify their behavior.

“It’s really up to the kids at this
point. They have to take some re-
sponsibility,” Bennett said.

Road proves deadly
PIKEVILLE US. 23

through Pike County had
more deaths than any other road in
Kentucky from 1999 through last
November, a newspaper reported.
Thirty-eight people died in 31 acci-

Flying Elvis

A telemark-skiing Elvis, Charlie
Curle, enjoys a run during Mount
Rose’s annual Elvis Day
celebration near Reno, Nev.

dents on the road. The
Lexington Her-
ald-Leader conduct-
ed a county-by-county
analysis that reviewed
V' every traffic fatality, in-
cluding pedestrian deaths
and ATV accidents, on pub-
llclv maintained roads

Suspect arrested

N ELIZABETHTON
A man was arrested on
charges he made dozens of ob-
scene phone calls from an unex-
pected place — a hospital intensive
care waiting room.
Hank Steve Williams, 38, was
charged with 38 counts of tele-
phone harassment.

Officials said the suspect, who is
not an employee of Sycamore
Shoals Hospital, made the calls to
at least five different women he
didn’t know over the past two
months.

“He really had reached a col
fort zone,” said Elizabethton Police
Capt. Mike Peters. “He knew the
calls wouldn’t be traced back to his
number and he developed a pat-
tern of making calls between 8:30
to 10:30 am. on weekdays and
noon and 2 p.m. on weekends.”

Investigators arrested Williams
after a surveillance camera alleg-
edly caught him using the waiting
room phone. Other evidence indi-
cates such calls had been coming
from the hospital since 2002, they
said.

End to bison hunt

MT HELENA — Montana can-

celed what would have
been the state’s first bison hunt in
more than a decade.

The Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Commission’s 4-1 vote came after
new Gov. Brian Schweitzer ex-
pressed strong misgivings about
the hunt and the potential bad pub-
licity for the state.

The hunting of bison that wan-
der from Yellowstone National
Park each winter was canceled in
1991 after a barrage of protests
and bad publicity. But the 2003
Legislature authorized bison hunt-
ing to resume.

Many bison in the park carry the
disease brucellosis, which can
cause cattle to abort. Montana
ranchers fear the bison will spread
the disease to their herds, although
there has not been a documented
case of that happening.

8,200 people applied
for 10 hunting licenses that were to
be issued through a drawing.

Attack on seniors

ALEXANDRIA — Police

have charged a housekeep-
ing worker at a retirement home
with knifing seven people, includ-
ing four residents in their 90s, in
seemingly random attacks at the fa-
cili

The 30-year-old man took a
knife and slashed and stabbed peo-
ple in an office, hallway and living
areas at Goodwin House Alexan-
dria before a visitor managed to

isarm him, said Alexandria police
Capt. John Crawford.

The victims were taken to area
hospitals. Their injuries apparent-
ly weren't life-threatening, but
there is concern about the elderly
victims’ ability to recover, police
spokeswoman Amy Bertsch said.

The suspect had been employed
at Goodwin House for about a year
and had no history of discipline
problems, Goodwin House spokes-
‘woman Colleen Ryan Mallon said.

‘Watermen haul in oysters at Deep Creek
CatCh Of the da‘y in Newport News, Va. Watermen are see-
ing a new and thriving area of oysters in the James River between Deep
Creek and the James River Bridge, something that hasn't happened for
more than a decade.

™
3 3 3 A residence is partially swallowed by a
Slnklng feehng sinkhole in Orange City, Fla. The sinkhole
damaged two houses in Volusia County and forced the evacuation of 11
other homes. At 110 feet wide, it was the second large sinkhole to open
in Volusia County in less than two months.

Hundreds of runners begin the Walt Disney
Marathon in Lake Buena Vista, Fla.

On the run



RIPES - JANUARY 12, 2005

PAGE 19

Brrrrrrr ...

i i One of at least four wooden boats that a
Changlng tlmes researcher suggests were built in the
late 19th or early 20th century lies in the mud near a boat ramp on the
Southern Branch of the Elizabeth River in Chesapeake, Va.

Snow and ice stick to the snout of a black angus cow in a pasture near Fairfield,
Mont. The animal was grazing in a field blanketed by four inches of snow.

Tugboat accident

The tughoat Elizabeth M. is seen
by the gates of the Montgomery
Island Dam on the Ohio River at
Industry, Pa., where it was swept
to after an accident. The tugboat,
pushing six barges of coal, sank
after entering the dam, killing
three crewmembers. One person
was missing and believed to be
aboard the tughoat.

Home, sweet home
from San Diego to Kitsap Naval Base in Bremerton.

Spectators watch from the deck of the Hampton Inn and Suites as the USS
John C. Stennis arrives in Bremerton, Wash. The Stennis changed homeport

0il company fined

ANCHORAGE — Lon-

don-based BP agreed to
pay civil fines totaling nearly $1.4
million for two safety violations in
Alaska’s Prudhoe Bay oil field, in-
cluding a 2002 well explosion that
badly injured an Anchorage man.
The amount to be paid in the mis-
hap that injured employee Don
Shugak, almost $1.3 million, is one
of the largest penalties the Alaska
0il and Gas Conservation Commis-
sion has levied against an oil com-
pany.

Painter pleads guilty

INDIANAPOLIS — A man

pleaded guilty to homicide
charges for starting a fire in the
back of a truck carrying a house-
painting crew, turning the vehicle
into a rolling inferno that killed
two men.

Prosecutors said Tommy C.
McElroy flicked a lighter to ignite
a splash of lacquer thinner that
had been thrown toward a co-work-
er as a practical joke. His action ig-
nited a fireball that left the 13
painters badly burned as the truck
raced along the highway in
rush-hour traffic.

McElroy, 27, faces up to eight
years in prison when he is sen-
tenced next month. He pleaded
guilty to two counts of reckless ho-
micide and one count of criminal
recklessness.

Outside court, fire victims and
their loved ones expressed outrage
at what they called an inadequate
penalty for someone who caused
so much agony.

The driver did not stop the truck
until after the 13 men in the cargo
hold began screaming and the vehi-
cle shifted as they struggled to es-
cape. Most of the painters were
still on fire as they jumped or fell
from the truck.

Place for remains

NY SYRACUSE — Three Fran-

ciscan nuns from upstate
New York plan to travel to Hawaii
to bring back the remains of a
‘woman who led their religious com-
munity more than a century ago
and may be considered for saint-
hood.

Mother Marianne Cope’s re-
mains will be placed in the con-
vent's chapel while the women de-
cide whether they will build a spe-
cial chapel to honor her.

Sister Grace Anne Dillen-
schneider, Sister Patricia Burkard,
general minister of the

be about 11 years old, was adopted
by Mira Jones, one of the Flower
Mound Humane Society volun-
teers who had cared for her since
she showed up in Denton in De-
cember. The dog had escaped
from her home in Castle Rock,
Wash., and was found covered
with ice at a truck stop near Ama-
rillo before being taken to a veteri-
nary hospital in Denton.

The dog was identified through
an implanted microchip and her
owner, Gail Scott, asked that she
be put up for adoption because of
the difficulty in returning her to
Washington.

Although Scott received offers to
pay for the dog’s transportation
back to Washington, she agreed to
let the adoption proceed after hu-
mane society officials balked at re-
turning her.

Record lion sightings

MINOT — A record 63

mountain lion sightings
were reported last year in the
state, wildlife officials said. Only
seven of the sightings were con-
firmed though tracks, photographs
and one carcass, biologist Jacquie
Ermer said. Until last year, the
sightings in the state since the
early 1960s totaled fewer than 100.

Houses won’t boot bats

MANCHESTER — A pro-

posed housing  project
wouldn’t affect an area where hun-
dreds of endangered Indiana bats
are known to hibernate, wildlife of-
ficials say.

Developers Tommy Harmon
and Neil Joseph are seeking a state
land use permit to build 27 housing
units at the Rocking Stone Farm on
Route 7A, just south of Manchester
village.

The site is adjacent to what was
recently identified as Vermont’s
largest Indiana bat cave, which is
home to 297 of the creatures.

Several other bat species also hi-
bernate in the cave, including the
little  brown bat, northern
long-eared bat and eastern pipist-
relle, said state wildlife biologist
Scott Darling.

Dems help accused
MADISON — Some of Wis-
consin’s top Democrats are

among those who contributed thou-

sands of dollars to help former
state lawmakers Brian Burke and

Chuck Chvala fight felony charges

stemming from a corruption

to an

ty, and Sister Mary Laurence Han-
ley plan to leave Jan. 22. The exhu-
mation is expected to begin Jan.
24. They expect to return with
Mother Cope’s remains in Febru-
ary.
Pope John Paul II last month ac-
cepted a report of a miracle attrib-
uted to the intervention of Mother
Cope. The case involved a Syra-
cuse teenager who had suffered
multiple organ failure and recov-
ered after she was touched by a
relic of Mother Cope and prayers
sought her intercession in the girl’s
healing.

Dog adopted
> FLOWER MOUND — A
dog that apparently hitched
a ride halfway across the country
now has a 12-acre ranch to roam al-
though her new owner says Carla
will spend much of her time inside.
The mixed-breed dog, thought to

probe,

Press review of state records. Do-
nors included one of Gov. Jim
Doyle’s top aides and the state par-
ty’s chairwoman. Burke’s trial is
scheduled for October. Chvala’s

trial has been delayed.

Waiving tuition

BATON ROUGE — The

University of Louisiana sys-
tem will drop all or part of tuition
for students whose families were
affected by the Indian Ocean tsuna-
mi. The waivers for at least one se-
mester will depend on each
school’s budget. About 780 stu-
dents from Indonesia, India, Sri
Lanka and Thailand, the areas hit
hardest, attend the eight universi-
ties. The president of the Universi-
ty of Louisiana at Lafayette said he
expects about 100 of his school’s
226 international students to quali-
fy for the waiver.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Fans grill Ludacris

Rapper asked about women, singing, and ruling the world

BY RAQIYAH MAYS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Ludacris has been interviewed so many
times, it’s ludicrous.

So with his fourth album, “Red Light District,” debuting
atNo. 1 on the Billboard chart this week, we decided to ask
some around-the-way folks what they want to know about
the superstar rapper with the quicksilver tongue.

Q: What's up, Luda. Sunny, a radio DJ on Hot 97 in New
York City, had the following question: We’ve seen various
artists begin as rappers, then later in their career switch to
singing, like Andre 3000 and Queen Latifah. Are you next?

A: T like to call it ‘ghetto harmonizing.’ On the new
album, there’s a song called, “Blue Berry Yum Yum.” But
it's nothing in the realm of any of those people just named
that are singing on their albums. It’s almost like I'm rap-
ping and singing at the same time. I don’t even know how
to explain it. It's weird.

Q: There was a time in hip-hop when singing was consid-
ered wack. When did it become OK for MCs to sing?

A: When they've already proven they can rap ... like
Andre 3000. He’s the perfect example. He rapped for five
or six straight albums. So when you try to reinvent yourself
and be creative and go to that next album, you can’t blame
him for [singing] because what more can you rap about. So
taking it a step further, trying to harmonize or even sing,
and people like it? He’s captured a whole new audience. So
I think it’s cool. As long as you stay true to yourself.

Q: Have you ever serenaded a girl with a song?

A: I really can’t say that I have. But maybe soon to come,
who knows. Instead of serenading with singing, I'd proba-
bly rap to a girl. My first song was, ’m cool I'm bad I
might be ten / But I can’t survive without my girlfriend.’
T've done some romantic things in my time. I hired some-
body to put rose petals at [a girl's] feet for a day on her
birthday.

Q: Wow! That’s nice. Well, since we’re talking about
women, 29-year-old Courtney Patterson from Baltimore
wants to know if you'd date a girl who had pimples and
other physical imperfections, but a really big butt.

A:Thave. I try not to judge. T let God judge. But I definite-
ly love girls with beautiful feet. I have a foot fetish.

Messed up feet, man — sometimes she can trick me and
Jjust wear boots and not even show her feet. But when I see
the feet, it's a wrap.

Q: T know the ladies love Ludacris. Even girls like
29-year-old Evelyn Leduc from New York, who wants to
know the chances of a skinny white girl like her with small
breasts and no butt getting into one of your videos?

A: It's extremely possible. There have been some. She
just probably didn’t see them. But I don’t discriminate and
T do make a conscious effort to pick some of the girls that
are in my videos. It's just about the concept of the song and

how I think they will fit into the whole realm of what’s
going on. My next video, 'm going to have a lot of over-
weight beautiful women in it.

So it'’s only a matter of time before I just go ahead and
get a bunch of skinny, no-butt-and-breasts white girls in
the video.

Q: That would be an interesting way to create diversity
and address the obesity problem in America. Would you
run for public office?

A: T can't see myself doing that right now. But T would
never say never. I look at myself as a leader, so obviously I
would do that. Try to make some changes.

: Kevin Ryals, a 24-year-old from the Bronx, wants to
know If you ruled the world, what would you do?

: The first thing I'd do is get Bush out of the presidency
and bring Bill Clinton back. Besides that, I would deal with
the debt. I would pay off the deficit. And of course I would
deal with a lot of homeless issues, insurance issues for se-
nior citizens. I would deal with the AIDS issue. I would just
try to change what we feel is wrong today. There’s no limit
to that.

Q: Zayda Rivera, a 24-year-old writer and assistant edi-
tor with The Ave magazine, wants to know how your trip to
Africa changed your perspective on life in the United
States.

A: Tt just makes me really value everything that I have
because there are a lot of unfortunate people out there —
way more than people here. So it makes me value life a lot
more.

Q: What's the most memorable thing you saw in Africa?

A: Their projects compared to ours. It looked like a damn
tent set up in the middle of a dirt road no bigger than my
arm’s reach. Thousands of them, in Soweto. I was there for
aweek, last year December. They were singing ‘Stand
It was amazing enough that I went to a whole other conti-
nent, 16 hours away, and they’re singing my song. Crazy.

Q: Zayda also wants to know if this trip helped motivate
your work with the Ludacris Foundation?

A: The motivation comes from how you feel good when
you do good. It's that feeling and knowing that what you do
is the right thing. Like when somebody gave you some-
thing when you were a kid, and how good you felt. Know-
ing that I can do that and make people feel that way, that's
the motivation.

: It's good to feel like a kid every now and then. One
14-year-old kid from Brooklyn named Malik Turner wants
to know what you're working on next.

A: After this album is the ﬁfth album. It'll probably be
called “Release Therapy” because it'll be my last album in
my deal. Two movies coming up, one John Singleton pro-
duced called “Hustle and Flow,” a southern hood classic
about a pimp trying to get into the music game. It sounds
crazy, but it's gonna be a classic film. ere’s a movie
called “Crash” I did with Sandra Bullock, Brendan Fra-
zier, Loretta Devine and Don Cheadle.

Will Smith drops hotel project

The Fresh Prince has given up on plans to develop a
hotel in his hometown.

Philadelphia-born actor and rapper Will Smith had
won preliminary city approval several years ago to build
a hotel and retail complex on a derelict property in the
city’s centuries-old Society Hill sec-
tion.

The luxury hotel would have had
views of the Delaware River and
been within walking distance of tour-
ist attractions like South Street and
Independence Hall. The city had
pledged $9 million in tax incentives
to help the development take place.

But the project stalled in recent
years as the hotel market softened,
and Smith and his brother have now
sold the vacant lot where the com-
plex was to have been built. The sale
price was $10.5 million, about three times what the fami-
ly paid for the parcel five years ago.

The new owners, Sant Properties, have a plan to build
condominiums.

Smith

Pie-tossing comedian gets a star

Comedian Soupy Sales, who once said a pie in the eye
was worth two in the sky, saw his proclivity for pie-toss-
ing pay off with a star on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame.

“ appreciate this from the bottom
of my heart and I appreciate you all
coming here in the rain,” Sales, who
was seated in a wheelchair, said Fri-

day.

The rain forced the ceremony to
be held inside the Hollywood
Roosevelt Hotel, with Hollywood’s
honorary mayor, Johnny Grant, set-
ting up the 79-year-old comic’s clas-
sic schtick.

“Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr.
had pies thrown in their face by
Soupy Sales and I want to belong to
that club,” Grant said. He then got down within Sales’
reach and took a pie in the face.

The star was the walk’s 2,274th. Celebrities attending
included actor Peter Marshall and actress Nancy Allen.

Sales

Producer-director awarded an Eddie

Producer-director James L. Brooks will add an Eddie
to his shelf of Oscars and Emmys.

Brooks will receive the ACE Golden Eddie Filmmaker
of the Year award on Feb. 20 in Beverly Hills.

The award is one of several handed out by American
Cinema Editors.

Brooks is being honored for “his consistent excellence
and craftsmanship and his unique ability to capture the
human spirit on screens big and small,” the group’s
board of directors said in a statement Friday.

Brooks has produced such movies as “Terms of Endear-
ment,” “Jerry Maguire” and the current “Spanglish.” He
has been executive producer on such hit shows as “Taxi"”
and “The Simpsons.”

Hong Kong pop star bags 5 trophies

Pop star Andy Lau dominated the annual Hong Kong’s
Jade Solid Gold music awards, bagging five lmphies, in-
cluding the prize for most popular Hong Kong male sing-
er in Asia.

In one of his acceptance speeches Saturday, Lau of-
fered best wishes for people whose relatives are missing
in the recent tsunami disaster, ex-
pressing hopes that their loved ones
will be found, newspapers reported.

Lau also was named most popular
male singer in Hong Kong, while
three of his songs won individual
honors. “Masseuse” was named one
of the year’s top 10 songs,” while
“After All I Have Love,” clinched
the most popular Chinese song prize.

Lau, one of the Hong Kong pop
scene’s “Four Heavenly Kings,” has
kept up his popularity with a steady
stream of music and film releases.

In other awards presented Saturday night, Joey Yung
was named Hong Kong’s most popular female singer.
Kelly Chen won the award for most popular Hong Kong
female singer in Asia.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Page an inspired idea

T am writing in response to two Dec. 6 let-
ters. [ commend the writer of “Give inspira-
tion column a try.” While the believers of
Christianity are not perfect, there is one
‘man who was and is perfect — Jesus Christ.
What an inspiration. It is not improper to
have a page devoted to scripture, prayers
and Christian news. In fact, printing the
word of God, and words of love, kindness
and good ‘morals will only help the world in
which we live.

The writer’s points in “All religious fanat-
ics a threat” are unfounded opinions and far
from being fact. Christians do not wish to im-
pose a Christian Taliban-style government.
This country was founded and formed by
Christian beliefs in search of freedom of reli-
gion. Although church and state were kept
separate, let us not forget the saying “In
God we trust.” So does that prevent the writ-
er from spending or receiving money? No, it
does not.

And for someone to claim to resist and re-
volt against a belief that is not being foroed
upon him makes him the extremist. Tha
just sounds like many of the Iragi msur-
gents we fight against.

‘While an inspirational page might be of-
fensive to some peaple, it could prove to be
a blessing to others. The horoscope that is
printed every day is offensive to me, so 1
just do not read it. If an inspirational page
will offend you, just do not read it. It sounds
like a good lesson in tolerance is needed for
some people, and God teaches it. I would
love to be a writer for this idea.

Jason E. Purefoy
Camp Taji, Iraq

Stop worrying about CIB

In response to the letter “No CIB in an
Army of One” (Dec. 9), I ask: Does any-

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

one see the words “military police,”
“tanker,” “cavalry scout,” “medic” or
any other military occupational specialty
in any part of the Combat Infantryman’s
Badge? Doubtlessly, or hopefully any-
way, no one can truthfully answer that
question with a positive response.

MPs, scouts, tankers and those with
other MOSs do their job every single day
in Iraq, all the while making history as
they do those jobs. Just be grateful for
what you do have and for knowing what
you have done in Irag, even without the
superficial decorations. If you want a
badge or other device to display to the
world to try to fool them into thinking
you did something over here, well ...
please inform your branch manager you
would like to reclassify to a better — I
mean different — MOS. Or inform your
branch chief that you would like to cre-

ate_your own “Combat Military Police

Iraq of all places and people have time to
complain that their “report cards” don’t
have as many “gold stars” as little Billy?
This is ridiculous, almost to the point of
being sad. Worry about that stuff when
you get home, but please, not here.
Finally, if you have done anything to
merit recognition, I'm sure your
squared-away leadershlp will be more
than happy to recognize it for you with a
personal decoration of some sort.
'pl. Robert Fullmer
Forward Operating Base Warhorse, Iraq

USAFE ads are just silly

Like the writers of “Too many USAFE
commercials” (letter, Jan. 5) and “Rea-
sons to dislike USAFE ads” (letter, Jan.
10), I am worn out from too many U.S.
Air Forces in Europe public service
spots on American Forces Network televi-
sion. All the corny one-liners and forced
hand gestures just make the speaker and
our military look silly. Show us some-
thing to make us feel good about military
service, not these spots with no apparent
purpose.

What kind of impression do we and our
European neighbors get from these
spots? My German family and friends
who have seen them cannot believe
them. With all the flak the European
media (and our own) have thrown at us
and the Iraqi operations, do we really
need images of someone hanging Christ-
mas decorations on military weaponry?
As has been attributed to Abraham Lin-
coln: “’Tis better to be silent and be
thought a fool, than to speak [out] and re-
move all doubt.”

Kelly Snell
Wiirzburg, Germany

Military can

The Washington Post

hanks to President Bush’s tax cuts
inatime of war, the Pentagon is be-

only do what

the F/A-22 Raptor fighter jet, the produc-
tion of which would be cut by 96 planes
las

it can afford

tional way this month by their role in [aid-
ing] tsunaim-devastated areas of Asi

v\orth $10 billion, and Virg; ucle-
which wou]d be x‘eduoed by

ginning to
reductions in weapons system:
reported $55 billion over the next six years.
Some should have been made years ago.
Others seem to reflect a frantic search for
savings when wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
are costing $5 billion a month and the entire
government is under pressure to contribute
to Bush’s pledge to reduce the budget defi-
cit. Most will face opposition in Congress.

If they are pushed through, the net effect
may be to shift the U.S. military closer to
preparing for the wars it has actually been
fighting during the past four years rather
than the ones defense theorists have imag-
ined. Yet they may still leave U.S. forces un-
prepared to win in Iraq and elsewhere.

The easiest cuts are those in expensive
Cold War weapons systems conceived to
fight a sophisticated conventional enemy
that no longer exists. According to a leaked
Pentagon budget document, these include

Dooneshury

three. Other reductions target programs
more pertinent to the post-Cold War world
but troubled by development problems, in-
cluding the V-22 Osprey helicopter and mis-
sile defense programs, which would be cut
by $5 billion.

These reductions are sensible and
straightforward, though their congressional
defenders can be expected to fight them te-
naciously. More problematic are the defer-
ral of weapons systems that the military has
previously described as part of its 21st cen-
tury “transformation,” including new cargo
planes and amphibious ships and destroy-
ers designed to fight along shorelines. A pro-
posal to retire the oldest of the Navy’s 12 air-
craft carriers, the John F. Kennedy, will re-
quire administration officials to explain
why the country can afford a loss in the
power projection offered by carriers. Their
value has been illustrated in an unconven-

wil by one
important addition, $25 billion for an ongo-
ing Army program to break down unwieldy
divisions into more-flexible brigades. This
could make it possible to deploy more of the
Army more quickly, which in turn would
help with the burden of fighting two wars.
Yet Rumsfeld, who clings to his pre-Iraq vi-
sion of a lighter, more-high-tech military,
still stubbornly resists the obvious need to
expand the active-duty Army and Marines
t w-tech
tensive challenge of defeating the insurgen-
cies in Iraq and i .. Even if Iraq
is stabilized and U.S. troops can be with-
drawn in the coming four years, as Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld recently sug-
gested, an investment in a larger Army and
Marine Corps is more likely to help win the
war on terrorism than is more high technolo-
gy. Rather than fight the weapons cuts the
Pentagon is preparing, Congress ought to in-
sist that the administration use some of the
savings to create the military needed now.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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OPINION

Keeping the wolves at bay after the tsunami

BY JANICE SHAW CROUSE

ith thousands of children left or-

phaned by the South Asia tsuna-

mi, authorities are concerned

for children’s safety in a region
where trafficking networks are entrenched
and where markets for forced labor and sex-
ual slavery thrive. There is fear that traffick-
ing rings might be preying on children left
vulnerable in the social chaos produced by
the tragedy.

“For exploiters,” said Lisa Thompson,
who heads up anti-trafficking efforts for The
Salvation Army, “any situation that leaves
children homeless and orphaned is like the
scent of a wounded animal to a wolf.” Dr.
Laura Lederer, who pioneered research on
trafficking, echoed the same fears: “Places
where there is political or economic instabili-
ty, civil war or natural disaster are most like-
Iy to be targeted by traffickers.”

Ambassador John Miller, who heads up
the State Department’s Trafficking in Per-
sons office, summed up his concerns this
way: “Trafficking of children has been going
on in this region and elsewhere long before
the tsunami. While cases of child trafficking
resulting from the tsunami have yet to be
confirmed, I believe wherever there is
chaos, the opportunities for traffickers in-
crease.”

Dr. Donna Hughes, a University of Rhode
Island professor and leading expert on traf-
ficking, agrees: “Predators are always look-
ing for ways to prey on the vulnerable, so it
shouldn’t surprise us that a disaster that cre-
ates victims and chaos has become a prime
hunting ground for them. Still, we should re-
‘member that on many of these beaches, pe-

dophiles and sexual predators abuse and ex-
ploit boys, girls and women every day of the
year.”

The affected nations are establishing mea-
sures to protect orphaned children. In the
Aceh region of Indonesia where 35,000 chil-
dren have lost at least one parent, police
have been put on alert against exploitation
of the children and special guards have been
posted in refugee camps. Last year, Indone-
sia made significant progress in combating
trafficking with 125 reported trafficking-re-
lated investigations, 67 prosecutions and 27
convictions. In addition, crisis centers were
built and nongovernmental organizations
began providing services to victims.

With such progress, Indonesia has laid a
foundation for countering post-tsunami crim-
inal activity and, since the tragedy, they
have barred anyone from taking orphans out
of the country until all are registered. Such
moves will deter the traffickers, but officials
fear that the proximity of Indonesia’s ports
already known as transit points for criminal
networks may have enabled gangs to ship
children out before officials could mobilize
protective efforts.

India, too, is concerned about the exploita-
tion of children orphaned by the tragedy.
The government has accounted for all the
children in the hardest-hit state, Tamil
Nadu, and the government is building an or-
phanage and opening a bank account for
each of the orphans. Tamil Nadu initiated ac-
tion last year against 90 possible trafﬁckers
and 550 employers for child-labor infr
tions of children believed to be trafficking
victims. Neither Thailand nor Sri Lanka has
been as aggressive, but they are working

with the hospitals to protect children and
they already have stringent adoption poli-
cies.

In response to questions about what can
be done to help in the affected nations, Am-
bassador Miller said, “Right now we have
contacted [nonguvemment organizations],
our embassies and foreign governments
with steps to take to reduce trafficking op-
portunities, e.g., registration of children in
refugee camps, education of camp workers,
warnings to children in camps, increased
scrutiny at airports of adults accompanied
by children, etc. We are in constant commu-
nication with charitable groups and interna-

W NS

tional organizations on the ground to help us
identify child trafficking situations and, pur-
suant to President Bush’s anti-trafficking in
persons initiative, to help us set up or ex-
pand anti-child-trafficking programs.”
Certainly the threat to children at this criti-
cal time should provide added impetus for
the affected nations to launch concerted ef-
forts against pedophiles, because any abuse
and exploitation against “the most innocent
and vulnerable” is, in the words of President
Bush, “a special kind of evil.”
Janice Shaw Crouse heads the anti-trafficking
efforts for Concerned Women for America, a
Washington-based organization that promotes
pro-life, pro-marriage and pro-family policies.

No one should warm to idea that SUVs

BY JAMES K. GLASSMAN
Scripps Howard

he tsunami the day after Christmas
has so far killed more than 150,000
in South Asia and East Africa.

It was a terrible tragedy to which
the world is responding quickly and gener-
ously. But, in some quarters, the tsunami of-
fers an irresistible opportunity for exploita-
tion — and not just by kidnappers of orphans
1o use as prostitutes.

Unscrupulous activists, who have so far
been unable to enact a scheme for mandato-
ry reductions in energy under the Kyoto Pro-
tocol on climate change, are telling whoever
will listen, “See, we told you so!”

“The argument goes roughly like this,”
said an editorial in the Chicago Tribune.
“Greenhouse gases, largely from the United
States and industrialized nations, have fu-
eled a global warming trend that is melting
the ice caps and contributing to a rise in sea
levels that might have caused or aggravated
the South Asia disaster.”

In a typical example, the Tribune cited
Tony Juniper of Friends of the Earth in Brit-
ain saying, “Here again are yet more events
in the real world that are consistent with cli-
mate change predictions.”

Tom Toles, editorial cartoonist of The
Washington Post, depicted a couple of
Asians on a devastated island, looking at a
newspaper with the headline, “CO2 Emis-
sions.” One comments, “Does it say what the
West will be sending?” The other replies, “A
six-foot increase in sea level.”

oice of America broadcast an inter-
view with Naomi Oreskes of the University
of California, who claimed that the tsunami
“highlights the need to take action on global
warming.” All of us are to blame, said
Oreskes — “every single one of us who
drives a car, heats our house, flies an air-
plane .. - anybody who baslcal]y lives in the
‘modern world is involved in this activity.”

Much of this shameful nonsense is simply
the result of people being swept away by
their own rhetoric — or their desire to raise
money for their organizations. But at its root
are two profoundly incorrect sentiments:

First is solipsism: We humans are the
most powerful force on Earth. How can
there be a disaster if we didn’t cause it?

Second is naturism: If we humans didn’t
mess with Mother Nature, everything would
be perfectly peachy.

To the contrary. Research indicates, more
and more, that recent warming at the st
face of Earth is mainly influenced by c;
cal changes at the surface of the sun, where,
as far as we can tell, no one is driving an
SUV.

As for the tsunami itself: It was slarted by

to start with, making the tsunami more dev-
astating? No. Sea levels in the northeastern
Indian Ocean have been going down, not up.

But assume the worst — a global rise of 4
to 8 inches over the past century, as claimed
by a United Nations group. Even an increase
of an inch a decade is minimal, compared
with a Dec. 26 tidal wave estimated at 30 to
40 feet high. And it could have been worse.
The wave unleashed by the eruption of [the
volcano] Krakatoa [on the Indonesian island
of Rakata] in 1883 reached 100 feet or more.

The truth is that terrible, terrible things
happen that can’t be blamed on George W.
Bush or any other human. The only way to
mitigate them is through wealth and techno-
logical progress. As Glenn Reynolds wrote
recently on TechCentralStation.com: “The

a huge earthquake, the violent, unpi
able handiwork of Nature or, if you prefer,

But didn't global warming raise sea levels

best against is a soci-
ety that is rich enough, and diverse enough,

are to blame

and the freedom that produces it, may be the
best guarantor of safety for us all

A rich society has the dikes to hold back
the sea, the advanced construction to keep
buildings from collapsing, the communica-
tions systems to warn of disasters, the roads
to help people escape and the hospitals to
treat the injured — not to mention the imagi-
nation and flexibility to respond to the un-
foreseen.

If there is any way at all to reduce the hor-
rifying effects of a natural disaster like the
one that just visited the Indian Ocean, it’s to
reduce poverty in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh
and the rest of the developing world — an
aim that, by the way, would be beneficial
even if there’s never another tsunami.

The proper project for the next century is
fighting poverty and encouraging economic
growth — not exploiting fears and imposing
a windmill-powered, no-growth society.

to be well-prepared for all sorts of cont
cies. Which means that economic growth,

james K. Glassman is a fellow at the American Enter-
prise Institute and host of TechCentralStation.com.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Horoscope

Responsibilities are numerous
and bulky, but the reward for taking
them on is equally substantial
During the void-of-course
moon early today, let your

ious do the heavy

new light, with deeper love and
more respect. You're able to speak
with authority, yet are ot afraid to
ask for assistance when necessary.
Your sense of duty and responsibili-
ty prevails.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

. Yourfriends are pulling

Mathis for you, helping you

liting for you. Relax, go
slow, and do some day-
dreaming. You'll pick up the
time-saving details you
would have missed had you
been intent on forward
movement.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(January 12). You're
fearless — maybe because
you sense that positive
change is in the air this
year. Most exciting is a surprising
twist in your love life, occurring
around February. If you're looking
for new romance, your best chances
are while traveling, at sporting
events or in places of study, such as
schools or libraries. Love signs are
Scorpio and Sagittarius.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Boldly push forward with your plans.
Blithely scoff at any obstacles in
your way. Do not let anything dis-
tract you from seeing your project
through to completion. For rams, a
touch of tunnel vision is a good
thing.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
The universe whispers sweet noth-
ings in your ear. Do something kind
for yourself, such as getting a mas-
sage, facial, manicure or pedicure.
You're likely to run into a friend while
out and about and get all the latest
dish

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You feel more grounded and
earth-bound than usual, which could
make an air sign like you believe
your wings have been clipped. It's
really a blessing in disguise, howev-
er. Think about what is, not about
what could be.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Your soft inner self, the part you
normally hide beneath that crab-like
coat of armor, needs an extra love.
You're feeling vulnerable and may
see slights where none exist. Medi-
tate. Get your rest. Rent a hilarious
movie.

LEO (luly 23-Aug. 22). Others
take you seriously and see you in

4

Holiday

the basics.
But why survive when
you can thrive? Feeing
overwhelmed is just a
sign that you should add
more responsibility to
your plate. That way, you
can prioritize.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). An unex-
pected deviation in your
daily routine brings the
“wow factor — anything from an
unforeseen opportunity to enjoy a
beautiful change of scenery to a
chance encounter with the next big
love of your life.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
An object of great emotional value to
you — something for your home or
reminiscent of childhood — was
once out of reach but is now easily
obtained. Money flows a lttle
smoother, 100, so splurge.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). A sibling or neighbor is looking
out for you, making you feel nur-
tured and protected. Pay it forward
with random acts of kindness for
others. Someone in your social
circle would love to hear from you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Sometimes, you just have to
open your mouth and let out a long,
loud, full-bodied scream. This is best
done alone, in a closed-up car on a
sparsely traveled road. You'l rest
sweetly tonight.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Flirtation spices up your day. You
could meet someone sassy or
indulge in harmless games with an
attractive co-worker. Keep it light —
this one is purely for fun. If you're in
a committed relationship, expect
extra zing and zip.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Taking a practical approach to your
love life pays off in surprising ways.
Keep your head on straight, and you
could suddenly reap rewards
through your partner's friends and
family. An exciting travel opportunity
is possible, too.
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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals S




PAGE 26

- STARS AND STRIPES

, January 12, 2005

Past loves may incite jealousy

Dear Abby: 1 have been mar-
ried almost two years and am
having problems with my wife’s
male friends. She has never had
alot of female friends, and she
has had physical relationships
with some of her male friends in
the past.

We have had several
arguments over her
relationships with these
men and my inability to
trust them. T agree with
her on that point; howev-
er, I would feel awkward
if she confided in a male
friend if she and I ever
got into a tiff.

1 am really troubled by
this. I believe it opens a
window of opportunity
for the guy to make ad-
vances when she’s at a
low point. I recently was forward-
ed an e-mail from one of her
male friends that referred to her
as “Sweetie” and “Puddin’ Pop.”
Is that right? Should I confront
her on this? What should I do?

— Uneasy in Milwaukee

Dear Uneasy: Do not “con-
front” your wife, but do discuss

Dear

your feelings with her. That you
‘are uneasy about her continuing
a relationship with old lovers is
understandable. However, to
expect a woman who has always
related better to men than to
women to forgo friendships with
men seems unrealistic.

Please talk this out
with your wife. She was
honest with you about
it. Trust her unless she
gives you reason not to

0 50.

Abby

Dear Abby: 1 have
met the woman of my
dreams, the one who
was made just for me,
and the one I was made
for. I am 29 and shy by
nature. Before meeting
“Jane,” I never had a
long-term relationship. I never
took the chance because I was
afraid of getting hurt.

Jane, on the other hand, is the
opposite. She has had boyfriends
since the age of 13.

‘We are both having trouble
forgetting the past.

Although I know Jane loves

me and her exes mean nothing to
her now, she still mentions their
names in passing every so often.
She still has photos of them, old
letters, gifts, etc. It's a constant
reminder of her past, and of
mine, which was alone and de-
pressed.

Just thinking about Jane in
another man’s arms, and how
alone I was, tears me up inside.
Why does she have these old
things if T am her true love?

— Wants No i

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
Q@M by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square

o form four ordinary words

guicen

©2008 Tribune Media Services. Inc
All Rights Reservad

PETIR

Dear Wants No Reminders:
Many people keep mementoes
because they are souvenirs of

. I'm

A7 i
g
WHEN HER PURSE

BRUPES

happy times or S
sorry your past was lonely and
sad, but for you to expect your
girlfriend to come down with
amnesia is unrealistic.

Since the souvenirs bother you,
tell Jane how you feel. If she
cares about your feelings, she’ll
put them away and store them
with other dusty memorabilia.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Don’t address adopted child’s race

Dear Annie: vy
husband and I have been
married eight years and
have tried to conceive a
child with no success, so
we decided to adopt a
child of another race. This
isn’t a problem for my
husband, me, my parents

the commumity in
which we live. However,
some members of my
extended family have
shown themselves to be
racist.
When the time comes for the
child to move into our home, and
if there is a baby shower, how do I
deal with breaking the news to
these relatives that the child is of
another race?

— Lots of Love in Ohio

Dear Ohio: You don’t have to
“break the news.” We assume they
will figure it out if they see the
child, and if they don't see the
baby, you can send them a photo-
graph announcing the adoption.
You do not need to address the
child’s race any more than you
would make an issue of the color
of the baby’s eyes. If the relatives
‘make derogatory comments,

Annie’s Mailbox

remind them that this is
your child and insist
‘that they behave them-
selves.

Dear Annie: 1just
read the letter from
“Need Advice to Give
Advice,” who asked
how to help a friend
going through a di-
vorce. Here are some
words of wisdom from
adivorce lawyer of 21
ears:

1. Don’t badmouth the spouse.
The couple may reconcile, in
which case things will be awk-
ward for you. Saying he’s a big
jerk doesn’t necessarily make
her feel better. It just says she
had lousy judgment in choosing
him in the first place or for still
caring about him.

2. Do offer her opportunities to
do fun things that make her
smile and will lift her spirits. An
invitation to do something on a
Saturday night, when she may be
feeling especially lonely, can be
priceless.

3. Do include her in couples’

activities. Lots of singles report
feeling quite abandoned by their
married friends.

4. Do be alert for signs of de-
pression — weight gain or loss,
lack of energy, failure to keep
her residence clean and orderly,
sleeping a lot, etc.

5. Do be sensitive to the
unique needs of a newly single
parent. Sometimes just finding
time to get a haircut can be hard.
Volunteer to baby-sit for a few

ours.
6. Don't offer her legal or
accounting advice, but do be
alert to financial needs. A gift
certificate for a cleaning service,
a manicure or a restaurant can
be welcome.
— D.F. in Indiana
Dear D.F.: Thank you for pro-
viding some good suggestions for
those who wonder how to behave
during a friend’s divorce. You
have helped someone today.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
lease e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Bivd., S
Los Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate
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The Far Side

“Python ... and he's home.”
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Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon
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(Answers tomorrow)

Yesterday's | Jumbles: LADLE ~ HOBBY ~ MOSAIC  BODILY
Answer: Hard to raise after spring planting —
HIS BODY
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Jobs Offered 630

EDS is one of the worldwide leading information and technology service
providers with more than 130,000 employees in 60 countries. Our services
range from management consulting and I T-Services to complete management
of business operations.

EDS IS LOOKING FOR THE FOLLOWING:
DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR
For the Defense Manpower Data Center Support Center
Knowledge and understanding of the Windows 2000 operating system and
Oracle RDMS experience is required. The DBA will provide on-site database and

support. Superior verbal and written communication skill are required.
Applicants must have, or be close to attaining, Oracle database certification
The ability to use MS Office Professional tools is also required. Both positions
are located at Taylor Barracks in Mannheim, GE. Logistics Support is provided
to those who qualify

SOFTWARE SPECIALIST/DATA ANALYST
For the Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) Support Center - Europe
To be an analyst, technician, and trainer for the DMDC applications throughout
Europe and Southwest Asia. This position will support various DOD data
systems such as DEERS, RAPIDS, GIQD, DOES, TNEX, and DBIDS/IACS
Knowledge and understanding of the Windows 2000 operating system and
Oracle RDMS is required. Analysts will provide on-site and telephonic end-user
application, communication, and hardware support in addition to trainin
Superior verbal and written commurication skils are required. The abilty to

< Professional tools i alo required. Positon s [ocated at Taylor
Barricks in Mannhiem GE. Logistics Support s provided to those who aualify. I
ot capailis are dascibed above prass sehdyou resume it or il

John B, Cor
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BY DOUG FERGUSON
The Associated Press

KAPALUA, Hawaii — There’s more to
the PGA Tour than the Big Three.

Vijay Singh, Tiger Woods and Ernie Els
all appear to be on top of their game, which
put some spice into the start of the new sea-
son. All had ample opportunity to win the
Mercedes Championships against a win-
ners-only field at Kapalua.

That the winner turned out to be Stuart
Appleby was hardly a surprise. Despite
opening with a 74, the 33-year-old Aussie
played the final 55 holes without a bogey,
closed with a 6-under 67 and became the
first repeat champion since the season open-
er moved from California to Maui in 1999.

“I'm not surprised that somebody other
than the Big Three came up and made a
statement,” Stewart Cink said. “Because
everybody can play so well out here.”

The focus is at the top of the world rank-
ing going into the 2005, and for good reason.

Singh is coming off a nine-win season
during which he rose to No. 1 in the world,
and he worked harder than ever during his
short break. Woods (No. 2) found his swing
late in the year and was the only player to
post all four rounds in the 60s at Kapalua.
Els (No. 3) is determined to overcome his
four close calls last year in the majors.

But Woods gave an intriguing forecast on
the eve of the Mercedes Championships.

He said his swing was as good as ever,
and that he was capable of being even bet-
ter than his astounding run five years ago
when he captured four straight majors and
won nearly half of his tournaments in 2000.

But getting the same results?

“It depends on how well I play,” Woods
said. “And how well the rest of the guys
play.”

Indeed, the tour has never been this load-
ed with talented players. And it might be
tougher than ever to collect nine trophies
in a season, as Singh did last year and
Woods did in 2000.

AP

Vijay Singh's wild hook
off the 13th tee Sunday
resulted in triple bogey
on the hole and prevent-
ed him from being a
wire-to-wire winner.

Jonathan Kaye hit the trifecta at Ka-
palua. He played the first day with Singh,
the second day with Woods and the third
day with Els. Then, he found himself sand-
wiched between Singh and Els in the final
group Sunday, virtually ignored until he
took the lead with a birdie on No. 10 and
was the last guy to take a crack at Appleby.

“I never felt like I didn’t belong,” Kaye
said. “Someone has got to be No. 1, 2 and 3.
And Pm whatever I am. Hopefully I'll
‘move up, and you’ll be talking about me.”

There was almost reason to do that Sun-
day until Kaye couldn’t make up his mind
how to play a chip shot. Needing to get
up-and-down for birdie from the front of
the par-5 18th, he left his shot some 30 feet
short and made par.

Cink, too, was among five players who
had a share of the lead in the final round
until he missed the green on the 16th and
made bogey, then went for broke on the
18th and dropped another shot.

Mistakes happen — even to the best.

Singh had won the past 11 times he had
at least a share of the 54-hole lead, and he

Tiger Woods’ putter did not coop-
erate at Kapalua; he averaged
30.5 putts per round, which
ranked 15th in the 31-player field.

Ernie Els was a shot out
P of the lead Sunday on

the final hole, a reach-
able par 5, but lost his
tee shot far out of play
to the right.

was trying to become the first wire-to-wire
winner at Kapalua. He went 57 holes be-
fore making his first bogey of the tourna-
ment, and an old flaw showed up at the
worst time.

Tied for the lead, Singh hooked his tee
shot on No. 13 into the weeds and never
had a chance to find it. He wound up with a
triple bogey and finished three shots be-
hind the winner.

“I lost the tournament right there,”
Singh said.

Even more stunning was the tee shot Els
hit on the final hole.

He could have reached the par-5 18th
with an iron, provided his tee shot was in
the wide fairway. The Big Easy lost his
drive to the right, and it bounced high off a
cart path and out of play, costing him a
chance to force a playoff.

Woods never did figure out the greens,
missing a dozen putts inside 10 feet over
four rounds. Just when it looked like he
might make a move, he missed putts of 5
feet and 10 feet down the stretch, and
wound up two shots behind.

AP

While the top three ranked players in the
world flirted with the lead in the final round
of the winners-only Mercedes Champion-
ships on Sunday, Stuart Appleby (above)
won the title for the second straight year.

“I just made nothing,” he said. “I don’t
feel like I got anything out of my rounds.”

It all paved the way for Appieby to win
for the sixth time on the PGA Tour, then
head home to Australia as his wife prepares
to deliver their first child on Wednesday.

A year ago, Appleby led by five with five
holes to play and had to survive four
straight birdies by Singh to win by a shot.

He won this time by staging a rally, al-
though he needed plenty of help.

“There was some pretty serious talent
around me, and I had to keep my nose to
the gﬂndstone, Appleby said.

Even so, he realizes the Big Three are
there for a reason.

“The question is, when everyone else
plays their best, what's happening? Who
are those players? It's obvious the world
ranking shows a pretty good gist of what’s
going on, when Ernie plays his best and
what Vijay is like when he plays his best,”
Appleby said.

“Tiger will play his best again. And so
will many other players.”

STRIPES CLASSIFIED

{Jobs Offered

63

Jobs Offered

630

ManTech International is recruiting
for a Business Development Specialist
to join the European business office.

1 did

Position is located in N Germany. C: should
have a technical background in Telecommunications or
Information Technology, a solid command of the English lan-
guage, and good computer skills. A current U.S. Security clear-
ance is preferred, but not essential.

Candidates should e-mail their resume and cover letter to:
Peter.wood@mantech.com

ManTech

International Corporation

ManTech

Defense Systems Group
Put your military experience to the test supporting US Soldiers and the War On
Terror. ManTech Defense Systems Group is looking for qualified personnel to
fill the following areas of expertise for the positions listed below:

Sr. Operations Officer, Readiness Officer Property Book Officer, Senior
Systems Analyst Admin Support, Facility Coordinator

Minimum SECRET clearance required.
Positions available in Germany, Southwest Asia and Afghanistan.

Apply at www.ManTech.com
E-mail resume to:eric.dunlap@hg.amceur.army.mil
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Wednesday
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—NBA: Miami at Phoe-

nix (did). pasketball

e basketbal

mmsvnfwmséoumem Mvsswsggpl (did).

AFN-Sports, 6 p. Clippers at
Seattle (dld).

Thursday
I-Sports and Radio, 1 a.m.—Collec
KA Geor gia Tech at Korth Caralina
-4 2 am.—College basketbal\:
Kansas at Towa St
\FN-Sports, 3 a.m.—NBA: Houston at Dal-

las.
AFN-Sports, 9 am.—College basketball:
Kansas at lowa . A0
ports, —College basketball:
ToasEle asoamevada adla).

LA. Lakers at
Demver fld).
AFN-Sports, 6:30 p.m.—NBA: Houston at
Dallas (did).

times are Central European Time; did
diCatel Gelayed BioaGEact Al ckics are
subject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

College basketba

AP Men’s Top 25

oThe top 25 teams in The Associated Press'

college basketball poll,
st Dlace yotes, in parentheses, recerds
through U total points based on 25

o st opact vote hrouai one
Dmn( fora 2sth-place vote and last week's

Record Pts Pvs

L Mllinois (58) 160" 1783 1
Zkansas (03, 110 1730 2
3. North Carolina (1) 131 1636 3
1. Wake Forest 131 1553 2
5. Duke 10 149% 5
6. Oklahoma St. 11 14 71
7. 151 1405 6
8 12 1l s
) 1189 8§
10.Te 193 198818
jis 142 909 18
12 92 904 10
13 Bt @
1 01
15 m 734 20
16 723 11
17. 666 13
18 eS|
19 502 17
20. Pitst ‘% 12 31316

George Washington 102 370 24
2.\, 131 35 —
2N n 123 25919
28 low 123 191
35; Gklahoma 12 143 —
Others reclving votes: Varyland 105,
WO 08 Rotre Bame &7 Wisconsi
37, UCLA 23, UTEP 21, Vanderbi
sa5 19, Oregon 18, Arizona St.
Wichita st. 11, Miar ta
Mexico &, Ohid St. 8, S. IHmms
Cal. 4, Charlotte 3, 0ld D

minion 2, Texas
A&M 3, Bucknell 1, Nevaﬁal South Carolina
1, UAB'L, W. Kentuicky

Monday’s men’s scores

Alderson Broaddut 87 Salem Int1 76
n U. 69, Yale 65

Barich 70, .y, Maritime 64

ievens Tech 68

Camsius 75, lona.
inson 2, Cent. Conn. st. 71

nadale £5.5t Josefhs LI.74

e BlGS Fairont ot B

i00d 82, W:

Long Island U. 59, Wagner 55

Manhattanville 69, Staten Island 63

78, Robert Morris 72

‘mont rtmouth 68

W, Va. Wesleyan 88, Ohio Valley 74
/VU Tech 90, Concor

West Liberty 96, Shepherd 86

Alorn st 12, Grambling St. 71, 0T

Beimont 59, G eorgia St. 4

Benedict College 86, Clark Atlanta 55

erry 89, Faulkner
une-Cookman “East shore 58

M.
Charleston Suumem 7, Radford 60
Ehattanoog

al

g 73, Elon 67
A

n
mpden-Sydney 78
rolina

Ffeed: Harderan 66, Williams Baptist 52

Furman 82, UNC-Greensboro 65

Georgla Soytnern 90, ol of Charleston 72
Hampton 70, 5. Carolina St.

Lambuth 86, Gakivood &3

Liberty 74, swmmgham -Southern 72

Limestoné 102, Lees-McRae 83

Lynchburg 62, andgewmn Va. 60

HVSU s, Al b

e

ennéssee &, ArLitte Rock 50

o]

Miles 6 ee 58

Mvsswsslnpl RS 1, La. College 60
¥ la, N.0. 48

Montivalio ¢ AlaHintsyile 64

oreh e 72, 0T

S vm St 9& Lee 85

Southern U. 85, Jackson St. 74

The Citadel 70; Savannah St. 47
. Bl

Tougaloo 77, Belh;
oy 17, Gardner. eb 71
Valdosta St. 98, West Georgia 88

William Carey 73, Dillard 60

Winthrop 78, N.C.-Asheville 70
MIDWEST

Drake 91, Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 80

Evangel 70, Baker 59

Graceland, lowa 90, Benedictine,Kan. 87
Lake supermr St. QE‘A shland 86
Lindenwood 66, Culver-Stockton 63

anchesler 63, Bluffton

McPherson 10, Johnson & Wales, R.. 69
eru St. 84,
St. Thomas, Minn. 67, Carleton 66

fme Mich,
William Jewell 88! Cent

Ak Monticello 1, Hardin
Ark.-Pi

107, Marygrove
Uratodst 63

. 90, 5. Arkans:
Jaryis Christian 82, Texas A&M-int'|
. 58, A&M Commerce 53

oma 77, Connecticut 65
Texas-Tyler 79, Texas-Dallas 62

FAR
N. Colorado 99, LOV\QWOod 91
Tu\sa&3 New Mexico St. 63
6, UC Riverside 65
Wyommg 100, Ind.-Pur.-Ft. Wayne 59
EXHIBITION
Southern Indiana 100, Pit.-Johnstown 72
AP Women’s Top 25

p 25 teams in The Associated Press'

men's coliege. basketball poll, with
firstplace otes. in’parenteses, records
through Jan. 8, total points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
Boint fora 2sthpiace vote and last weekcs
Record Pts Pvs
1. Duke 2 199 2
2.Baylor (12) 51183 3
3150 () 1 1ges 1
1.Rutgers (@) 02 920 14
5. Ohio st. 193 @y
6. Stanford B3 s s
7. Notre Dame &5 4
& Temessee 183 81
9. Michigan 132 757 6
9 North sz\ma 02 78 5
1. 132 el
12T 84 670 7
15 Texas Tech 12 60712
13 Boston College 1
- Maryland 112
16. Connecticut 84
17. Vanderbilt 122
18 Georgia 124
13
104
132
13
103
121
3 %
[; a st. 75,
2 36, New MO xmo!l Aichmondst
Dle 23, penn St 16, NC. State 16, Arizona 13,
idahoma § Wis-Greén bay 1: Houston
Varauette s Gonzaga 3 Virginid3, Chariotté

5. Georaia Tech 2. Florida S 1. utah
Monday’s women’s scores

Alderson Ernaddus 25 Salem int1 58

Alvernia 9 00d 43
Canisa 7% Manhaitan sa
Cornell

Delaware Valley 71, C:
jont st. 74, G\Enwl\e s« 55 ot

Long Isfand U, 55, Wag:

o) . Siena e

Row:
33 PO 1 Altoona 63
Newbury 75, New'  England Coll. 62
D e afayet
PR afnstown 100, Columbia Union 57
Rider 75, Fairfield 72

YT dale 53, st Joscph s,L

wheehng ekl Davws&E\kmsln
Widener 76, Eastern

Alabama st 59, MVS)

Erskine 46,
B 57 S
Georgia S SEutharn o, Eon 6

Hampton 66, 5. Carofina St. b
Howard 74, Coppm . 73 O
Lambuth 91, Oakwood 35

tee e Southern Poly St 72
Lecs-cRae 85, Limestone 69
La. College 59, Melssvss\ﬁp\ Colleg

Md.-East. Shoi “Coskman 55
Mississippi St nta Barbara 62
Mobile 84, Loyola,

Montevallo 73, Ala.-Huntsville 57

Norfolk St 7, . Carolina AST 63

North Georgia 86, Shorter 5

Rabtora TR bar.Ft Wayne 69

ANK MCNAMAR

Southern U, 56, fackson st.53

Tuskegee 68, Miles 61

UNC:Greensboro 71, Coll. of Charleston 50
Veldosta st 55 West Gy

rgia Tech 3

S Wiabama g6
West loran S, Lincorn Memoril 55
IDWEST

Benedictine Kan, 103, Graceland, lowa 66
n 59, Manchester 56
e Siockion sl lmdenwocd 7
vangel 66, Baker 5

Sraamile 1 Lincoin ChristianT0

‘ake Superior St. 103, Ashland 95
icPherson 76, Cent. Chnstmn Kan. 67
per lowa 65, Mount Merey y 57

labama rk.-Pine Bluff 55
Vi onticello 75 Hayding

ent, Arkansas 81, Arkansas Tech 72
fenderson st § Arkansas

.1
@s n

s yier T, Texac val

UC Riverside 75, UC Davis 62

E. Washington 60, Utah Valley St. 52, 0T

Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs
Iurdﬂiy Jan.8
St. Louis 27, Seattle
N.Y. Jets 20, San , 0T
tay, Jan. 9
Indianapolis 49, Denver 24
Minnesota 31, Green Bay 17

Playof
2 Jan 15

turday
Y. Jets at Pisbore)
Si-ouis at Aanta
ay,Jan. 16
Minnesota at Phiadelpnis
Indianapolis at New England

ior
jan. 23

n
NEC Championship Game
AFC Championship Game
er Bowl
unday, Feb. 6
Jacksonville, Fla.

AFC vs. NFC

NFL Draft early entries

Brandon Browner, cb, Oregon State
Channing Crowder, b, Florida
Ciatrick Fason, rb, Florida
Frank Gore, b, Miami
hris Henry, wr,
SRk Jontiese, b Northweslern state
Adam Jones, cb, West
e Merriman de | Maryl
Justin Miller, cb, Clem:
an Moats. b, Lou\s\ana Tech
Yernand Morericy,rb, Oklahoma state
Damien Nash, rb. issou
Roscoe Parrish, wr, Mia
Aaron Rodgers. qb, Cafornia
Steve Savoy, wr,
BroeSt Shal Wihigan
Eric Shelton, rb, L Lousvilie
Alex Smith, b, Utah
firls Spencer . Mississippi
Rian Wallace I, Temple
Fabian Washington. Nebraska
Walter ashinton, g Te
ey Wit amoton. ot Easolina

Men’s World Cup giant slalom

Tuesday
At Adelboden, Switzerland

assimiliano” lardone, taly, 21984

§iler, United states, 22002
" Palander, Finland, 2:20.23
09,44
Raich, Austria, 22054
“Kjus, Norway,  2:20.66
Fredrik * Nyberg, Sweden, 22072
1.45-1:00.27).
Marc_Berthod, Switzerland, 2:20.98

Chnsmph Gruber, Austria,
Slovenia,
Switzerland,

France,
Sverall worid 1 cup Standings
(After 19 events)
1 Bode Millr, United States, 988 points.

ust
- Daron Rahives, United States, 436.

. Didier Cuche, Switzerland, 395.
A land, 366.

. , Nonw
1. Giorgio Rocca, Ital

 Marce 3
3. Rainer Schoenfelder, Austria, 274.
4. Didier Defago, Switzerland, 272,

5. Massimiliano Blardone, Italy, 266.

kbS8
0. Erik Guay,

4 Erk Seitonr
ryon Frie

jan

. Ted I.\Eely Umled States 32.
5. Patrich B-ggs

icha k

a

Canada,
e

Hermar
Kalle Palander,Finland. 2
Biblor Guehe: Switsariarc jos.
. Davide Simoncell, Italy, 171
0-Joel Chenal, Frarice, 143.
Didier Defago, Sw:tzerland‘ 139,
fredrik Nyberd, sweds

Ives, Unted Thates, 3.
frko Deflorian, Ita
Tik Schiopy, United States, 85.

Moorilla Internatlonal

i
2!
3
4,
4.

AtTher nnmaln ot  Centre

Iveta Benesovs G Coben Repubic def.
Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic, 63, 34

“Kueta peschie, Czech Republic, def. Ana-
bel Medina Galrigues (), spain, &0
Gisela D entina, def. Abigail
spears, Unl!ed states, 2:6,6.3,6-2.
achowska, boland, def. Maria

Elena szerm O a1 6-0,2.6,6.2
e 2, def. Casey Déllacqua, Austra-
ia, 7-

Kiara Koukzlova (8), Czech Republic, def,
Marta Marrero, Spain,

Zheng e, China, def. Shinobu Asagoe (4),

Jay
“Ricole Vaidisova, Czech Republic, df. Di-
nara safina (7), Russfa, 6-1, 4-6, 6-3.

Canberra Women’s Classic

AtThe mmuml Shorts club
nberra, Australia

Meghann

Firs
Shaughnessy (z) Umted s{ates

iova () [ael det: Arantxa
ParraSamon g

Marion Bartoll (4) France, def. Stephanie
Foretz,

etz, Frar
Livia' Farina £l u). Htaly, def. Tatiana
Panova, Russia, 76 (0), 6-4.
Yuliana Fedak, Ukraine, def. Nicole Pratt
(6) Australia,
‘Dominikovic, Australia def. Maria
Sanches Lorensg (5, Spam 63, 65,
nd Ron
Germany,  def,
s luxembaurg 51 %2, retired.
ariéene W ner, “Germany,
Tathiana Garbin (9, taly,6-4, 6.3

Medlbank Internatwnal

AtThe sydney i InlemallanaI"Tennls centre
P STee 000 (o
ier
Surtater Hard-Outdobr
Singles

Claudine
def.

Men
First Round

Michael Liodra, France, def. Xavier Ma-
lisse, Bl

Clemem, France def. Tomas Zib,
Czech Regub ic,
vlor Bent &), Unfeg states, def.Santia-
vemurz,spam 5760
lef. Luke Bour-

et et

RUPE GAMEZ WANTS TO
RENEW TS VIDEO-GAME. LICE!
FOR “NFL PLRYAHS.” E()T

MR COMISEIONER,
RUPE. 9AMEZ‘£ THUG6Z"
TSOLD “NFL PLATAMS” BY
ZMLLioy NS . G, RUDE
PUT “THUGEZ'S”. . .

UMM,
W10 'N?L PLAYAHS".
GAMBLING AND DRUGS AND--

VR COMMIZSIONER, THIS 15,4
TENFIERE LiCENSE YERE
LEAVING ON THE TABLE. AND HA
o0 BveR AL AED A T l—\ueez”
T2 WICKED AVE:
You Mmz PONTS i sv
o ez,

Ueyton Hevitt (1), Australia, def. Karol
Beck, Slovakia, 61,
SR Johaneson (3) Sweden, def. Greg
Rusedskl Britain, 6-4,
‘Andreev, Russia, def. Albert Costa,

Radek Stgpanel, Czech Republic, def. Car-
los Moya (2), Spain, 2-6, 6-4,

Ivo Minar, Czech Rej uhnc, def, Nikolay
Davydenko (6), nussv ia, 6-2, 3-6, 6

ain,

nd
cia Molik (6, Austraha, def. Francesca
schiavone, Italy, -6 (4), &

Natia Betrovs &, Russia, et Ludmila Cer-
vanova, Slovakia, 4'6, 6-1, 6-

Daniela Hantuchova, slovakia, def. Silvija
Talal, Croatia, 15 0,
() ana Goloyin France, def. Al Sugiyama

63,
panys:hgaer(uswuzer\and def. Karo-
ina S roati

Samantnia Stosur. Austrana def. Jelena Ko-
st ey o it

peng Shual,China, Ter nastasia Myskina
(@), Russia,

m:tsa;iJ aenport (1), Urited States, de.
Nathalie Dechy, France, 6-3, 6-4.

Heineken Open

Tuesday
AtASB Bank Tenris Centre

‘Auckland, New Zealand
Purse: $426,000 (int. series)
Surface; Hard-Outdoor

Robby Ginepri, Hieq staies, def. Agustin
callerl Argenting, 26,6-4,6-3.
Albetto | Marlin, “spain,* def. Philipp
Kamsmremer Germany. 6-4
Guillerr rgeritina, def. Sjeng
cha\ken Ne(herlands 60,63,
ochus, Belgium, def. Luis Horna

Fe‘dencu Luzzi, laly, def. Juan Monaco, Ar-
gentin:

ominik firbaty O Slovakia, de. Rafael

adal. Spain, 63,

ian Tanacio.Chela. (6). Argentina, det,
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 6-2,

Jan Hernyer, Casch Re?ubhc, def. Juan Car-
los Ferrera (73f

" et Jonas Bjorkman,

el e, Netherlands, def. Tommy
Robredo (2), Spain, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4.

Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American Lea
CHICAGO WHITE SOX—Acquired 18 Travis
Hintorfrom Milwaukee to complete an eari
er trade.
TORONTO BLUE JAYS—Agreed to_terms
with RHP Billy Koch on a one-year contract
ind C Ken Huckaby and RHP Pete Walker on
minor league contracts.
National League
CHICAGO CUBS—Acquired LHP Stephen
Randolph from Afizona for a player o be

o

N Miguel Catto ang Riw Victor Zambrano
onone year contracts,

i PIRATES—Agreed to terms

wlth RHP Todd kitchie ona minor league

National & lnskmhall

ATLANTA HAWKS. placed ¢ Revin willis
on the injured ot Signed F-C O EXezie
02

MINN OLVES—Signed F
John Thomas to a 1 ontract. Placed F

a: 2y c
Wan dien ntng. lmured st
NDO  MAGIC—Acqui G Doug
chrstifrom eacramentof or € Cuttino Mok
fey and F Michae! Bt

National Fostball League
LTIMORE RAVENS—Fired Jim Colletto, of-
fensive ine °,;’3ﬁ"

- Slaned RB Santonio
Board Cb Cor ox, WR Romar Cren-
snaw‘WR Grant Teto2 b bu. Remcera and
Tekeln W
TACKSONVILLE JAGUARS Named Brian
VanGorder linebackers coach:
ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Signed CB

MPA BAY BUCCANEERS —Signed DT Jon

Bradley, ¢ ScottJackson, T€ Robert Johnsor,
erek McCoy, WR DeAndrew RUDI

Ronyell winakerand MR Kevin Youngbléod.

Hank boten
TAI

URN—Announced freshman men's bas-
Kol F Emanael Wills sranslented.from
Southern California and will be eligibie to

play next =
RE-Named erry Oravitz director
of football operations

IA—Promoted Willie Martinez from

R
athletic director Pete Russo throughthe
2006-07 s¢

NORTH CARGLINA STATE—Announced se-
pior men's basketball £ Wil Roach rejoined

e team.

NORTHWESTERN  STATE-Anounced R
Derrick Johnese will forgo his senior year
andmake mmsew algible for the NFL Draft:

| Peter MCE-

—Dismissed _senior
men's basketball G Wes\ey Stokes from the
{eam for academic reasons.

TEMPLE - Announced QB Walter Washing-
ton will forgo his senior year and make
self Ehg\b\e for the NFL Draft.
med Ken Rucker running backs

ULUM—Named assistant head foot-
bal coach David Elsenrath offensive coordi-

ounced junior men's
baskebal E I ng relomed the team.
d Hope Edge wor-

en's assistant ool con

\VIER—Announced _sophomore men's
basketball ¢ Adam Simons ransferred from
North Carolina State an
play next seasor
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Green Bay Packers head coach Mike Sherman watches the final seconds of his team’s 31-17 loss to the
Minnesota Vikings in their NFC wild-card game on Sunday in Green Bay, Wis. Sherman will face many person-
nel decisions after watching his injury-plagued team give up several big plays against the Vikings.

Packers likely to look different
regardless of Favre’s decision

Beefing up defense sure to be a priority in offseason

BY ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

GREEN BAY, Wis. — Even if
Brett Favre returns for a 15th
NFL season, the Green Bay Pack-
ers expect a different look next
season.

Tight end Bubba Franks, guard

arco Rivera, linebacker Hanni-
bal Navies, and punter Bryan
Barker are unrestricted free
agents.

Other free agents include
Najeh Davenport, tackle Kevin
Barry, defensive end Aaron Ka-
mpman, linebacker Paris Lenon,
backup quarterback Craig Nall
and No. 3 quarterback J.T. O’Sulli-
van. Guard Mike Wahle has a $6
million bonus due in March if
he’s kept around.

And some expect first-year de-
fensive coordinator Bob Slowik to
be gone.

The biggest question for the
Packers as they head into the off-
season after Sunday’s 31-17
first-round playoff loss to the Min-
nesota Vikings, though, is clearly
this: Will Favre retire?

“It would be easy to walk off
the field after that game and say,
‘Ive had  enough’”  the
three-time league MVP said. “But
T'm going to try to be as fair to my-
self and to this team as possible.
I've had a lot of great games. This
obviously was not one of them.

“But I can’t base my decision
on this game.”

Favre lost his father and broth-
er-in-law in the last 13 months,
and his wife is battling breast can-
cer. He plans to get away for a
few weeks to clear his head and
decide whether or not he’s fin-
ished with football.

“He doesn’t need to prove any-
thing else on the field. There’s not
much more he can go through off
the field,” kicker Ryan Longwell
said. “So, either way, I think he’d
be enurely justified with either
decision.”

The team’s season ended just

First and foremost on the minds
of the Packers is the future of QB
Brett Favre, who is contemplating
retirement after throwing four
interceptions in the loss to the
Vikings, only the second home
playoff defeat in franchise history.

like it started: with a stumbling
young defense and an inju-
ry-slowed offense.

The Packers became just the
ninth team in NFL history to
reach the postseason after start-
ing 1-4, and they looked primed to
go far in the playoffs in the
run-of-the-mill NFC, coming in
on a conference-best 9-2 run.

But the same problems that
haunted them in September
doomed them in their loss to Min-
nesota: poor tackling, bad commu-
nication, busted assignments, no
takeaways and too many turn-
overs and penalties.

“It's kind of the story of our sea-
son,” safety Darren Sharper said.
“And it all comes back to bite you
in the playoffs.”

Favre just couldn’t keep up
with Minnesota’s big-play offense
when he lost Pro Bowl receiver
Javon Walker to a bruised shin in
the second quarte

He already dldn’l have Robert
Ferguson, who hasn’'t played
since a clothesline hit Dec. 19, so

when the Vikings double-teamed
Donald Driver, Favre was re-
duced to throwing to kick return-
er Antonio Chatman and Andrae
Thurman, fresh off the practice
squad.

Plus, Favre’s offensive line had
to be shuffled after left tackle
Chad Clifton hurt his ankle in the
third quarter.

cch Mike Sherman has some
tough decisions to ponder, too.

Last year, he made defensive
coordinator Ed Donatell the
scapegoat for the Packers'
fourth-and-26 fiasco at Philadel-
phia and many fans expect Sher-
man to fire Slowik.

Sherman, however, didn’t pro-
vide Slowik with capable players
by drafting Ahmad Carroll and
Joey Thomas after cornerback

ike a

Shanahan believes
team is among best

Despite finish, Broncos coach puts stock
in team’s NFL ranking on offense, defense

BY EDDIE PELLS
The Associated Press

DENVER — Mike Shanahan
has a much different vision of the
Denver Broncos than most peo-
ple who watched his team this sea-
son.

The coach believes the Broncos
are close to being among the NFL.
elite. He believes Jake Plummer
is an excellent quarterback. And
he doesn’t believe his power with-
in the team is as all-encompass-
ing as many people might think.

Add it all up and it’s logical not
to expect many drastic changes in
2005 — either on the roster or in
the hierarchy — from a team that
has finished the last two seasons
in identical fashion, with 10-7
records and blowout losses to In-
dianapolis in the first round of the
playoffs.

“I think we were there this
year,” Shanahan said during a
S5-minute news conference to
recap the season.

“You don't finish fourth on de-
fense and fifth on offense without
being pretty good.”

That’s what they were — pretty
good.

But as they showed in the 49-24
loss to the Colts, they’re nowhere
near as good as the third-seeded
team in the AFC.

To many, that might indicate re-
tooling is in order. On the day
after, though, Shanahan spoke as
if it's a matter of just a few tweaks
and the return to health of a few
key players, like Trevor Pryce.

Pryce bought that line of think-
ing, foo.
“No one should look at this as
something you need to tear down
and start over again,” he said.
“We're a good football team. We
have a nucleus of guys.”

But there were flaws.

Missing Pryce, Denver’s de-
fense never found a consistent
pass Iu: h. That didn’t help new

trade, wh:ch he got in October.

Sharper injured a knee against
Dallas in Week 7 and was never
himself again. Sumo-sized nose
tackle Grady Jackson missed five
weeks after dislocating a kneecap
and wasn’t the same after rushing
his return. He said he’ll have sur-
gery in two weel

The Packers were alternately
terrible at defending the pass and
the run. One week, their rookies
couldn’t handle zone defense and
the next their veterans got
burned in man coverage.

And they sorely missed center
Mike Flanagan, who underwent
season-ending knee surgery a
month into the season. Running
backs Ahman Green and Daven-
port played hurt.

Although the Packers racked
up franchise records in total net
yards (6,357) and net yards pass-
ing (4,449), Favre couldn’t make
up for a defense that ranked 28th
in the league.

The Packers finished 4-5 at
Lambeau Field, their first losing
home record since 1991. And they
fell to 14-2 at home in the play-
offs; both losses came in the last
three seasons.

Champ Bailey and
John Lynch, who were brought in
to make the defense better, but
couldn’t — and didn’t — do it all.
Denver finished with 38 sacks
and 20 turnovers and, on the
whole simply didn’t make big
lays.

“We were brought in to bring
this team further along than
where it was last year,” Lynch
said.

“I think in terms of making this
a better team, I think we have
done that. But we didn’t move
them on further in the playoffs.”

Meanwhile, with Plummer run-
ning the offense, it was hard to
know what to expect. Was he the
guy who tied the team record
with 27 touchdown passes? Or the
guy who threw a league-high 20
interceptions? He was a little of
both — great at times, but very in-
consistent and not a good decision
maker.

Shanahan, however, is in love
with his quarterback. He spent a
good five minutes praising him
Monday. The Broncos must pay
him $6 million on March 1 to
keep him under his current con-

Denver Broncos coach Mike
Shanahan has only praise for QB
Jake Plummer, above, who threw
a team-record-tying 27 TDs and a
league-high 20 interceptions.

tract, and Shanahan said that was
all but a done deal.

“He handled pressure extreme-
ly well and that's what quarter-
backs are asked to do,” Shanahan
said. “He had one stretch of four
games, there were eight intercep-
tions, where he didn’t play well.
I'd like to throw those games out,
but I blame myself as much as
Jake because I put him in situa-
tions he shouldn’t have been in.”

Shanahan denied that wearing
the hats as head coach and top
personnel guy is too much for
him to handle, as many — includ-
ing a handful of former players —
suggested over the season.

“The only way you have a great
organization is if you've got great
people at every position,” Shanah-
an said. “I'm talking about college
personnel, pro personnel, general
manager, and without those peo-
ple you don’t succeed. It’s been
that way since I've been here.”

1t means that barring a change
of heart by owner Pat Bowlen,
Shanahan will likely return for
his 11th season as Denver’s key
decision maker, earning $5 mil-
lion a year to lead a team that
hasn’t won a playoff game since
the 1998 Super Bowl.

Among the free agents he’d
most like to keep are defensive
end Reggie Hayward (10%2
sacks), safety Kenoy Kennedy
and offensive lineman Ben Hamil-
ton.

The salary cap will probably re-
strict his ability to make more
than one or two decent-sized sign-
ings from outside and the
Bailey-Clinton Portis trade that
was supposed to transform Den-
ver into a Super Bowl contender
was certainly a rarity, the likes of
which almost surely won’t be re-
peated soon.

Shanahan, though, didn’t sound
like a coach looking for an offsea-
son blockbuster — only a few
tweaks and a little more luck on
the injury front.

“The bottom line is, you either
get it done or you don’t,” he said.
“But for people to say we're a
long way from playing at that
level, with some of the guys we
didn’t have and were counting on,
they don’t know what they're talk-
ing about.”



PAGE 32

- STARS AND STRIPES

January 12, 2005

Brees wants
commitment;
Chargers mum

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Drew Brees wants a little loyalty
and commitment from the San Diego Chargers.
e organization knows how I feel. I think
I've made that known that I want to be here, and I
want a long-term contract,” the Pro Bow] quarter-
back said Monday after the Chargers held their final
team meeting. “So really now, it kind of falls in their
court. I’s up to them fo decide what they want to

The Chargers lost 20-17 in overtime to the New
York Jets in a home wild-card game.

Brees has reached the end of his four-year con-

tract. Many people think the
Chargers will put the “fran-
chise” tag on him and give him a
$9 million contract. Then, they
can either trade him or let him
compete for the starting job with
Philip Rivers, who they got in a
draft-day trade to be their quarterback of the future.
hargers, who went 12-4, are expected to
have $21 million available under the salary cap.

The Chargers aren’t in a hurry to decide Brees’
fate.

“I'won't talk about our football business,” General
Manager A.J. Smith said Monday. “I haven’t a clue
right now. Three weeks from now, we’ll huddle up
and go over our players and options.”

Coach Marty Schottenheimer was given several
chances Monday to give Brees a vote of confidence
during his final news conference but chose not to.

“I don’t really want to get into that at this point,”
Schottenheimer said. “We'll sit down and we’ll talk
about all of the variables that influence decisions
like that. When you're expecting to continue on in
the postseason and it ends abruptly, I think it's best
that you not try to make any major decisions at that
point.”

Marino, Young among 15 Hall finalists

CANTON, Ohio — Quarterbacks Dan Marino and
Steve Young and wide receiver Michael Irvin were
among 15 finalists for the Pro Football Hall of Fame
announced Tuesday.

Marino, who holds many of the NFL’s career pass-
ing records, and Young, who led San Francisco to
the 1994 NFL title, were among four finalists who
made the list in their first year of eligibility.

The others were Irvin, a member of the Dallas
teams that won three Super Bowls between 1992
and 1995, and the late Derrick Thomas, who played
for Kansas City and died in 2000 of injuries suffered
in an auto accident.

Two of the finalists had already been determined
— senior nominees Fritz Pollard and Benny Fried-

man.

Pollard, who played in the 1920s, also was the first
black to coach an team. Friedman played for
several teams between 1927 and 1934.

The other nominees were linebacker Harry Car-
son, who played for the New York Giants in the
1970s and 1980s and was a member of the 1986 NFL
champions; defensive end Richard Dent, the MVP
for the Chicago Bears in the Super Bowl following
the 1985 season; defensive end L.C. Greenwood, a
member of Pittsburgh’s “Steel Curtain” teams of the
1970s; guard Russ Grimm, a member of Washing-
ton’s famed “Hogs,” defensive end Claude Hum-
phrey, who played for Washington and Philadelphia
between 1968-81; guard Bob Kuechenberg, who
played on Miami’s 1972 undefeated champions,
wide receiver Art Monk, a member of three Super
Bowl winners with Washington; Roger Wehrli, a cor-
nerback for the St. Louis Cardinals from 1969-82;
and the late George Young, who built two Super
Bowl winners as general manager of the Giants.

Browns interview Robiskie; 49ers also
searching for new coach
CLEVELAND — Browns interim coach Terry Ro-
biskie met with team owner Randy Lerner, presi-
dent John Collins and general manager Phil Savage
in New York on Monday to interview for the position
that became open when Butch Davis resigned.

Quarterback Drew Brees said he would like to re-
main with the Chargers, who were noncommittal.

Robiskie has the backing of the players, but Cleve-
land went 4-12 this season and struggled on offense
with Robiskie as coordinator.

‘The Browns lost four straight after Robiskie took
over for Davis, but he inspired the players to win the
final game of the season and snap a nine-game los-
ing streak.

Robiskie is the fourth candidate interviewed by
the Browns, joining New England defensive coordi-
nator Romeo Crennel, Philadelphia offensive coordi-
nator Brad Childress and Pittsburgh offensive line
coach Russ Grimm.

The other three candidates are still working for
their teams in the playoffs, which could delay a deci-
sion.

The Browns could find

Virginia TE Miller
to enter NFL Draft

The Associated Press

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. —
All-American Heath Miller of Vir-
ginia, who rewrote the ACC
record book for tight ends in only
three years, is giving up his final
season of ellglblllty to enter the
NFL Dra

“This has been a very difficult
decision for me,” er said in a
statement Monday. “However, I
believe I am prepared as a player
and as a person to enter the 2005
NFL Draft.”

Temple quarterback Walter
‘Washington, Utah receiver Steve
Savoy and Mississippi center
Chris Spencer also will leave
school early to enter the NFL

Vanderbm quarterback  Jay
Cutler said he will return for his
senior season.

The, 6-foot-5, 255-pound Miller
led the Atlantic Coast Conference
in receptions by a tight end in
each of his three seasons, high-
lighted by 70 catches for 835
yards and six touchdowns in
2003. This season, he had 41
catches for 541 yards and five
touchdowns.

For his career, Miller set ACC
records for tight ends with 144 re-
ceptions, 1,703 receiving yards
and 20

with San Francisco for a coach. The 49ers fired
coach Dennis Erickson and dismissed general man-
ager Terry Donahue last week. 49rs owner Jol
York interviewed Crennel in Boston on Saturday,
with both sides saying the conversation went well.

The 49ers plan to interview Tennessee Titans of-
fensive coordinator Mike Heimerdinger and Tim
Lewis, defensive coordinator for the New York Gi-
ants, a San Francisco spokesman said Monday.

Browns spokeswoman Lisa Levine said the team
also plans interviews Tuesday with former Miami
Dolphins interim coach and defensive coordinator
Jim Bates and Baltimore Ravens defensive coordina-
tor Mike Nolan.

Bates said Monday he’ll seek work elsewhere rath-
er than remain with the team as an assistant to new
coach Nick Saban.

Vikings worried about Williams’ ankle

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. — Minnesota Vikings run-
ning back Moe Williams might have to miss this
weekend’s playoff game at Philadelphia with a
sprained right ankle.

Randy Moss has the same injury, also

Washington, a second-team
All-Big East selection, ran for 15
touchdowns during his junior sea-
son and the conference in
total nﬁ'ense with 3,096 yards. He
finished fourth on Temple’s ca-
reer list in total yards (4,940),
ninth in yards passing (3,472) and
12th in rushing (1,468

Savoy, the second-leading re-
ceiver in Utah’s 12-0 season, is
skipping his final two seasons, ac-
cording to The Salt Lake Tribune.

“Pm going,” Savoy told the
newspaper.

Savoy’s decision isn’t much of a
surprise. He said before the Utes’
35-7 win over Pittsburgh in the Fi-
esta Bowl that he was considering
the move and would decide after
the season. Savoy said if junior
quarterback Alex Smith stayed,
he might as well.

Smith announced last week
that he was entering the April

draft.

Savoy had 67 catches for 961
yards and 11 touchdowns as a
sophomore. He is eligible to enter
the draft because he has been out
of high school for three years.

Spencer, a 6-foot-4, 310-pound
junior, was a two-year starter and
an honorable mention selection to
the Associated Press all-SEC
team. He said he was projected as
a second-round pick in the draft.

“This was a tough decision, but
one I felt I needed to make aﬂer
getting the facts from the
Spencer said. “T’ll miss my team-
mates, but Ole Miss will always
be a part of me.”

Cutler was 147-for-241 for
1,844 yards and 10 touchdowns
with ~five interceptions  for
Vanderbilt last season. He also
ran 109 times for 349 yards and
six TDs.

“I want to be here another
year,” he said. “I love my team-
mates dearly. There was never
any changing. There just wasn’t
enough to convince me to leave.”

Cutler said he decided not to
make a quick decision after the
Commodores’ 2-9 season. He re-
ceived what he called a positive
evaluation from the NFL on
where he might be drafted but
wouldn’t discuss details.

Cutler was among the Commo-
dores who attended the funeral of
running back Kwane Doster in
Tampa, Fla., on Dec. 31.

“His death, it brought us even
closer and made some of us real-
ize how important this team is
and how much we really put into
this stuff,” Cutler said.

Other underclassmen entering
the draft include California quar-
terback Aaron Rodgers, Louis-
ville running back Eric Shelton,
the Florida duo of running back
Ciatrick Fason and linebacker
Channing Crowder, and Georgia
safety Thomas Davis.

Underclassmen have until Jan.
15 to declare for the draft and
have until Jan. 19 to withdraw
their names.

during Sunday’s win at Green Bay, but his isn't as se-
rious and the wide receiver is expected to play
agamsl the Eagles.

“The only one I'm really concerned about is
Moe,” coach Mike Tice said.

Williams, who has been a clutch runner and re-
ceiver while playing mostly on third downs, would
be missed most in pass protection against a Philadel-
phia defense that blitzes effectively and often.

Abraham questionable for Steelers game

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. — Jets defensive end John
Abraham is questionable for Saturday’s playoff
game against the Pittsburgh Steelers with a
sprained right knee.

Coach Herman Edwards said Abraham is still
sore and would make a game-time decision on the
status of his Pro Bowl player. Abraham was initially
listed as probable to start the week after missing his
fifth straight game with the injury. Last week, Abra-
ham said he needed to weigh his options when decid-
ing whether to play because of his impending free
agency.

Though Abraham is sore, Edwards expects him to
participate when the team returns to practice
‘Wednesday.

Colts uncertain about Mathis’ availability

INDIANAPOLIS — Indianapolis Colts defensive
end Robert Mathis could miss Sunday’s playoff
game against New England with a sprained knee.

Mathis had a career-high 10%2 sacks this season,
second on the Colts to Dwight Freeney, who led the
NFL with 16.

Report: Syracuse to hire
former NFL coordinator

BY JOHN KEKIS
The Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Texas
co-defensive coordinator Greg
Robinson will be named the new
coach at Syracuse, a University of
Texas source told The Associated

ss.

Syracuse athletic  director
Daryl Gross scheduled a news
conference for Tuesday after-
noon to make the announcement.

The source, who asked to re-
main anonymous, said Robinson
was en route from Austin, Texas,
to Syracuse for the announce-
ment. The move was first report-
ed Monday by The Dallas Morn-
ing News.

Robinson, 53, spent 14 seasons
in the NFL, including stints as de-
fensive coordinator with Kansas
City and Denver. He succeeds
Paul Pasqualoni, who was fired

Dec. 29, eight days after Syracuse
lost to Gem‘g‘la Tech 51-14 in the
Champs Sports Bowl.

Pasqualoni was 107-59-1 and
6-3 in bowl games at Syracuse,
but the Orange struggled to break
even the past three years after
going 10-3 and finishing 14th in
the nation in 2001

fter becoming athletic direc-
tor in December, Gross said he
would seek a defensive-minded
coach, and Robinson made a big
impact in his one year at Texas,
which finished 11-1 and beat
Mlchlgan m the Rose Bowl.
he regular season, the
Longhoms allowed 102 fewer
points than they gave up in 12
games last season, did not allow a
third-quarter touchdown, and
held opponents to just a 27 per-
cent conversion rate on third
down.

AP Sports Writer Jim Vertuno in Austin,
Texas, contributed to this report.
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Bench lifts Lakers

over Timb

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Both super-
stars began the fourth quarter on
the bench. Kobe Bryant just got
more help from his teammates
than Kevin Garnett.

Bryant scored 31 points, but
the Los Angeles Lakers rallied
while he rested and beat the Min-
nesota Timberwolves 105-96 on
Monday night.

‘Watching the comeback, Bry-
ant was taunted by a Timber-
wolves fan who insisted he wasn’t
needed. The NBA’s second-lead-
ing scorer simply turned around
and pumped his fist in approval.

“It felt great to see them like
that, executing, playing together
like a unit,” Bryant said. “Step-
ping up, making big shots, mak-
mg great plays.”

Garnett scored 23 points,
grabbed 13 rebounds and dished
out seven assists for struggling
Minnesota, which led by 16 pum(a
late in the first half and by nine to
start the final quarter. The Tim-
berwolves have lost 10 of their
past 14 games.

“We've got to figure something
out,” Garnett said. “Superman is
not going to walk through that
door.”

Chucky Atkins had 23 points,
seven rebounds and seven assists,
and Chris Mihm had 14 points to
go with 17 rebounds for the Lak-

ers.
They went 16-for-35 from
three-point range, one short of
the franchise record for both at-
tempts and makes, and took ad-
vantage nearly every time a Tim-
berwolves defender Was slow to
rotate on the penme
“Our bench, we're eXDeCled to
produce when we come in,” re-
serve forward Brian Cook said.
“We're a tight group, and we
know we have to pick it  up ener-
gy-wise, defensive-wise.”
running jumper just before
the third-quarter buzzer by At-
kins_cut Minnesota’s lead to
76-67, and Bryant — who had
played every minute to that point
— began the fourth on the bench.
The Lakers went on a 24-7 run
without him that included five
three-pointers, two each by Cook
and Jumaine Jones, for a 91-83 ad-

erwolves

)

vantage with less than five min-
utes remaining

Bryanl — who scored 16 of his
team’s first 23 points — then re-
turned. With the Lakers up by
five, he swished a long
three-pointer from the left wing
to make it 96-88 with 1:44 on the
clm:k

Roundup

the previous possession,
Wally Szczerbiak — who had 12
points — missed a three-pointer
that would've cut the lead to two.

Jazz 97, Spurs 96: At Salt
Lake City, Mehmet Okur’s put-
back in the final second gave the
Jazz their first win over San Anto-
nio in nearly five years and ended
Utah’s nine-game losing streak.

Okur, who finished with 23
points and 11 rebounds, pulled
down the ball after Keith McLeod
missed a layup and banked it in
as time expired and the home
fans roared.

Tim Duncan led the Spurs with
24 points and 13 rebounds.

Celtics 119, Magic 101: At
Boston, Tony Allen led Boston’s
backups on a 14-point run in the
second quarter of the Celtics’ vic-
tory over Orlando.

Bulls 94, Warriors 85: At Chi-
cago, Othella Harrington scored a
season-high 20 points and Kirk
Hinrich had 14 points and nine as-
sists to lead the Bulls to their
fourth straight victory.

The Warriors have lost six
straight since Jason Richardson
sprained his left ankle in practice
on Dec. 31.

Trail Blazers 109, 76ers 100:
At Philadelphia, Nick Van Exel
made a team-record eight
three-pointers and scored a sea-
son-high 28 points, and Damon
Stoudamire added 22 to help Port-
land snap a four-game losing
streak.

Allen Iverson had 21 points
with nine assists and nine re-
bounds for Philadelphia, but
crashed hard while driving to the
basket early in the fourth. He
watched the rest of the game
from the bench.
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Kings trade Christie to Magic for Mobley, Bradley

The Associated Press

The Sacramento Kings traded
Doug Christie to the Orlando
Magic for Cuttino Mobley on Mon-
day in a swap of starting shooting
guards.

The Kings, who also acquired
injured forward Michael Bradley,
gave up their best defender and a
team leader to add another stand-
out scorer to their lineup. Mobley
averaged 16 points, 2.7 rebounds
and 1.8 assists in 23 games with
the Magic, who acquired him
from Houston along with Steve

Francis last summer in the
seven-player trade involving
Tracy McGrady.

The Houston Rockets drafted
Mobley in the second round in

1998 out of
Rhode Island.
He has aver-
aged 17 points
per game in
ven pro sea-
sons, including a career-best 21.7
in 2001-02 with the Rockets.
Christie, a 13-year veteran, has
been a durable, dependable lead-
er during five seasons with the
Kings. He is averaging 7.3 points
— his lowest average in a decade
— along with 4.9 assists and four
rebounds while starting all 31

NBA
briefs

games.

In eight games with the Magic,
Bradley is averaging 0.8 points
and 1.8 rebounds in 6.9 minutes
per game. The four-year veteran,
who’s on the injured list with a

strained right hamstring, also has
been a reserve for Toronto and At-
lanta.

The Kings placed forward Erik
Daniels on the injured list to make
room for their new additions.

Cavs’ Wagner hospitalized;
Jackson out with herniated disc

CLEVELAND Cavaliers
guard Dajuan Wagner is in the
hospital after missing the past
two games with intestinal flu.

‘Wagner was treated Monday at
the Cleveland Clinic for dehydra-
tion and gastroenteritis, the latest
in a series of medical problems
for the guard since he joined
Cleveland.

He missed 35 games as rookie
during the 2002-03 season, includ-

ing his first 14 because of surgery
for a bladder infection.

Last season, Wagner had an in-
flamed liver and pancreas that de-
layed knee surgery. He played in
Jjust 44 games.

Wagner has appeared in only
11 games this season, averaging
four points and shooting just 33
percent from the field.

The Cavaliers could lose rookie
guard Luke Jackson for the sea-
son if he needs surgery for a back
problem diagnosed as a herniated
disc. Jackson, the No. 10 overall
pick in the draft, has been on the
injured list with back spasms.

He has played just 43 minutes
this season. The Cavaliers de-
clined to make him available for
interviews after practice Monday.

Boeheim
wins 300th
in Big East

The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Notre
Dame got off to a great start in
the second half against Syracuse.
It didn’t last long.

After making four of their first
five shots after halftime, the Irish
were held to three field gnals over
the next 16 minutes as the sev-
enth-ranked Orange took control
in a 70-61 victory Monday night,

making  Jim

heim  the 9,
Fauined | Men's
get 300 Big L] W4
East wins.

roundup

“On a night
when we really
struggled on offense, I thought
our defense was tremendous, es-
pecially down the stretch,” Boe-
heim said. “The defense was real-
ly the difference.”

Notre Dame (10-3, 2-1) was
0-for-7 from the field with one
turnover dunng Syracuse’s deci-
sive 14-0 ru

The Irish led 57-51 before Josh
Pace scored six points during the
second-half spurt as Syracuse re-
peatedly scored inside. Pace, who
finished with 16 points, started it
wnlh a 10-foot jumper and Hakim

ick, who was sitting with
four fouls when the run began,
added four of his 12 points during
the surge, including a dunk on an
alley-oop pass from Billy Edelin.
erry McNamara, who had 22
points to lead the Orange, agreed
with his coach that defense was
the key.

“They are a great shooting
team, so for us to fight them in the
zone was really important,” said
McNamara, who sealed the victo-
ry with a three-pointer with 65
seconds left.

It was the ninth straight win for
the Orange (16-1, 3-0) in their
first game this season outside the
state of New York. Boeheim was
upset that so much was made
about that, saying a trip to New
York City, where the Orange
went twice, was as much of a road
trip as some other teams played.

“The best teams are going to
show up in the end of the season.
It’s foolish to go out and play an
impossible schedule,” he said.

The loss ended Notre Dame’s
winning streak at six and prevent-
ed the Irish from going 3-0 in the
league for the first time.

Boeheim has a 300-161 record
in his 26th season in the confer-
ence. John Thompson, who
coached at Georgetown for 20 sea-
sons, is second on the career list
with 231 wins. Jim Calhoun, in
his 19th season at Connecticut, is
second among active coaches
with 221.

No. 25 Oklahoma 77, No. 12
Connecticut 65: Taj Gray scored
23 points and Lawrence McKen-
zie added 18 for the host Sooners
(12-2), who beat the defending na-
tional champions for the third
time in four seasons.

Marcus Williams had 16 points
to lead Connecticut (9-3), while
Charlie Villanueva added 13
points and 14 rebounds.

Connecticut, which leads the
nation with a plus-17.6 rebound
margin, finished with a 42-39 ad-
vantage on the boards. It was the
first time this season Oklahoma
won while getting outrebounded.
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Spurs, Suns set pace for rest of the NBA

BY MARK HEISLER

Los Angeles Times

Let’s see, Ron Artest went into
the crowd and then there was that
thing between Kobe Bryant and
Karl Malone and, of course, it
took a month to get ready for the
Christmas Day game.

Nevertheless, I have a nagging
feeling there’s something I
haven’t covered.

Well, there is the 2004-05 sea-
son. For you diehards who follow
basketball, here’s how everyone
is doing:

1. SAN ANTONIO — After bag-
ging Tony Parker and Manu Gino-
bili, R.C. Buford, the game’s most
underrated general manager got
another gem, Beno Udrih. With
their Foreign Legion backcourt,
Devin Brown and Brent Barry,
they can score now too.

2. PHOENIX — Mike D’Antoni
is the first coach to go small, ath-
letic and exciting and turn it
around, so root for this to work.
Everyone thought Steve Nash
would take them from 29 wins to
maybe 35 or 40, but they're on
pace for 72. Amare Stoudemire
has taken it to another level.

3. MIAMI — Dwyane Wade
isn’t as good as Bryant, but he’s
more efficient, he’s not hung up
and he’s perfect for Shaquille
O’Neal. The Heat were 5-3 when
coach Stan Van Gundy put in

three-point ace Damon Jones and
moved Eddie Jones to forward,
and 22-S since. Shaq is finally
healthy, has turned it up since
Jan. 1 but can take his usual nap,
and they’d still win the East.

4. SEATTLE — They don't be-
long this high, but someone has to
go here. Disaster loomed with
Ray Allen and coach Nate McMill-
an unsigned, but squat power for-
wards Danny Fortson and Reggie
Evans took over inside so 6-10
Rashard Lewis and 6-10 Vladimir
Radmanovic could stay outside.
The old rule — live by the three,
die by the three — is kicking in.
They're 6-5 since their 17-3 start.

5. SACRAMENTO — Bobby
Jackson’s out until the playoffs
and their old depth is a memory.
However, Chris Webber, all but
written off after limping back last
season, has learned how to play
on the ground and is better than
ever.

6. DALLAS — Don Nelson’s
Fun Bunch still gets 101 a game
without Nash even if Mark Cuban
is surprised to learn point guard
is a problem. With still-improving
Dirk Nowitzki, revived Jerry
Stackhouse, ~Michael ~ Finley,
Jason Terry and Josh Howard,
firepower isn’t.

Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James (23) loses control of the ball as
Atlanta Hawks’ Al Harrington (3) watches in the third quarter Jan. 5.
While James (25 points per game) and his teammates are off to a
strong start this season, the Hawks are mired in mediocrity

7. CLEVELAND — LeBron
James, who just turned 20, is on
MVP-consideration pace (25
points, 7.2 assists, 7.0 rebounds),
and his head still looks as if it's on
straight. “Last year, he couldn’t
shoot,” says a coach. “Now he’s
an unbelievable shooter. He must
have really done a lot of work. If
you had to choose one player, it
would be him, just on total pack-
age, and second would be Wade.”
The biggest stat is their record
(20-9 after an 0-3 start), because
after Jeff McInnis, Drew Gooden
and Zydrunas Ilgauskas, there’s
nothing else.

8. DETROIT — They should be
higher, but I don’t think Larry
Brown is planning on settling in
Michigan.

9. INDIANA — They were the
real deal until Artest lost it. On
the bright side, Jamal Tinsley has
become a real point guard, and
there’s always next season.

10. MINNESOTA — Kevin Gar-
nett’s leadership used to suffice,
but Sam Cassell and Latrell
Sprewell are pouting about con-
tracts, Troy Hudson about play-
ing time and they’re always upset
that Wally Szczerbiak shoots so
much. Coach Flip Saunders, high-
ly rated by insiders, is taking
heat, but this isn’t his fault.

11. WASHINGTON — Another
surprising wave in the offensive
revolution. Antwan Jamison final-
ly has the right situation, sur-
rounded by good young players
(Gilbert Arenas, Larry Hughes,
Jarvis Hayes, Jared Jeffries.)
Jamison, Arenas and Hughes are
all averaging 20. The last time
that happened was in 1988, when
Dale Ellis, Xavier McDaniel and
Tom Chambers did it in Seattle.

. ORLANDO — Johnny
Davis continues the Doc Rivers
tradition of not guarding anyone,
but with Steve Francis, Grant
Hill, and Dwight Howard, the
Magic score 102 points a game.
Francis now refers to himself in
the third person by his new nick-
name “Steve-O” and still won’t
give up the ball. Howard looks to
be a monster, but it's way early.

13. MEMPHIS — Jerry West
does it yet again. Mike Fratello is
13-7 since taking over as coach.
With his minutes going up, Pao
Gasol is averaging 20 points since
Fratello’s arrival.

14. LOS ANGELES LAKERS
— Actually, I don’t remember peo-
ple writing them off. This is
where everyone picked them.

The more Bryant yearns to get
them over the top, the more he
keeps the ball and the harder he
makes the game. The really bad
news is, even if he gets it exactly
right and Lamar Odom goes back
to what he was last season,
they’re not in the top four in the
West. If the Timberwolves
straighten themselves out or get
Jason Kidd and the Kings get
Jackson back, it's not particularly
close.

15. HOUSTON — They were
old, slow and thin before trading
two players for David Wesley.
Yao Ming isn’t the next Shaq, but

he and Tracy McGrady are still
good. Jeff Van Gundy knows
what he’s doing, even if he’s so
gloomy that you don’t trust him
near sharp objects. Since starting
6-11, they’re 10-6.

16. PHILADELPHIA — Anoth-
er stunner: Allen Iverson’s assists
and shooting percentage are at
seven-year highs. Coach Jim
O’Brien wised up, putting 7-0
Samuel Dalemebert back in, even
if he doesn’t know what “rotate”
means, and let Kenny Thomas
out of the doghouse. With
super-athlete Andre Igoudala and
three-point ace Kyle Korver,
they’re moving (9-5 after a 6-12
start.)

17. LOS ANGLES CLIPPERS
— This is remarkable since the
only guards left from the open-
ing-night roster are Rick Brunson
and Quinton Ross. Two words:
Michael Redd.

18. PORTLAND — Shareef
Abdur-Rahim learned to play
with Zach Randolph, but Derek
Anderson is shooting 41 percent,
Damon Stoudamire 35 percent
and Nick Van Exel 36 percent.
Abdur-Rahim’s contract is expir-
ing, making him attractive, and
Van Exel is up in 2006, so they
have moves.

19. DENVER — Carmelo An-
thony’s head is spinning like the
little girl's in “The Exorcist,”
Andre Miller isn’t a fastbreak
guard and losing shooter Voshon
Lenard hurt. Jeff Bzdelik was
doomed — ask Anthony about
that — and Michael Cooper isn’t
guaranteed anything. On the plus
side, 6-10, 260-pound physical
prodigy Nene may finally be hap-
pening.

20. NEW YORK — Stephon
Marbury has gone back to scor-
ing, and it is only the East. Before
Jamal Crawford went out, he and
Marbury were so clueless togeth-
er, it was entertaining.

21. CHICAGO — At 2-13, they
were doing their war dance, get-
ting ready to trade Eddy Curry
and/or Tyson Chandler when
they noticed they were playing
pretty well. Ben Gordon is averag-
ing 17 points, shooting 50 percent
from the field and 53 percent on
three-point  attempts  since
Thanksgiving. If they hadn’t trad-
ed Jalen Rose, they'd make the
playoffs standing on their heads.
They’ve just gone 10-5.

22. NEW JERSEY — If this
wasn’t such a lame-duck opera-
tion, yowd like Kidd, Vince Cart-
er and Richard Jefferson. The
question is do they trade Kidd
now, in the summer or persuade
him to stay?

23. BOSTON — Rivers is rein-
ing in Paul Pierce, no easy task
after years of doing whatever he
wanted. Rookies Al Jefferson and
Tony Allen have promise, but any
future is a ways off.

24. UTAH — Nice rebuilding
program with Carlos Boozer aver-
aging 20-10. Losing Andrei Kir-
ilenko, who averaged an amazing
4.4 blocks, was devastating. Over
two seasons they’re 50-42 with
him, 3-20 without.

San Antonio Spurs’ Tim Duncan
(21) drives to the basket over
Denver Nuggets defender Nene
(31) as Kenyon Martin (6) and
Marcus Camby (23) watch.

25. GOLDEN STATE — The
major issue is still management.
New general manager Chris Mul-
lin has some promising players in
search of a direction but needs a
star. Former GM Garry St. Jean’s
old nucleus of Jamison, Hughes
and Arenas is happening in Wash-
ington.

26. CHARLOTTE — Expecta-
tions were 10 to 15 wins but
they're on pace for 20 with
Emeka Okafor averaging 17-11
since Thanksgiving. With four
players signed beyond this sea-
son, Coach/GM Bernie Bicker-
staff can wheel and deal.

27. MILWAUKEE — This is
what everyone expected last sea-
son. Can’t defend big guys, and
there are more in the East now.
After Jermaine O'Neal hit them
for 55 in 36 minutes, Reggie Mill-
er said, “That was the easiest 55 I
ever saw.”

28. TORONTO — Had to move
Carter, who'd quit, but despite
what Branch Rickey said, you
don’t always gain by subtraction.

29. NEW ORLEANS — Every-
thing that could go wrong did and
with Jamal Mashburn gone and
Baron Davis eyeing the door, that
was a lot. They’re reconciled to
moving Davis, with General Man-
ager Allan Bristow noting, “It’s
our job to talk.”

30. ATLANTA — Should
change the name to Atlantis.
They disappeared a few years
back and haven’t been seen since.
Now they have Al Harrington, An-
toine Walker and his expiring con-
tract, rookies Josh Childress and
Josh Smith, and $25 million
worth of cap room in summer.



January 12, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 35

Johnson’s opening
pitch: an apology

The Associated Press

NEW  YORK Randy
Johnson’s first pitch in pinstripes
was an apology.

The Big Unit opened Tuesday’s
news conference introducing him
as a member of the New York
Yankees by talking about his con-
frontation on a Manhattan side-
walk with a television camera-
‘man on the way to his physical for
the team the day before.

“I'd first like to once again reit-
erate: The situation yesterday, it
was unprofessional,” Johnson
said, “and obviously I feel very
foolish today at such a great mo-
ment of my career that I would
have to stand before you and apol-
ogize for my actions. Hopefully
it’s water under the bridge.”

Johnson added: “Yesterday,
my actions were uncalled for. ’'m
sorry. I hope I can move on and
can get another chance to prove
that 'm worth coming here.”

In a deal in the works for more
than a month and agreed to Dec.
30, the Yankees sent pitchers Javi-
er Vazquez and Brad Halsey,
catcher Dioner Navarro and $9
million to the Arizona Diamond-
backs for Johnson.

The five-time Cy Young Award
winner got a $32 million,
two-year contract extension that
runs through 2007.

The Yankees revamped their
rotation in the offseason, also add-
ing starters Carl Pavano and
Jaret Wright.

“Obviously, the acquisition of
Randy Johnson is, in more ways
than one, a huge addition to our
pitching Staff,” Yankees manager
Joe Torre said in a statement re-
leased before the news confer-
ence.

“His accomplishments speak
for themselves, but he will also
make everyone around him much

better.”
Vazquez
MLB passed  his
: physical with
briefs  Ewg o

backs on Mon-
day night. Navarro had to take two
physicals Monday — one for Arizo-
na and one for Los Angeles, which
is acquiring him as part of a sepa-
rate deal. The Dodgers are receiv-
ing four prospects from the Dia-
mondbacks for outfielder Shawn
Green and $10 million. Green and
Arizona reached an agreement in
principle Sunday on a $32 million,
three-year contract, which allows
that trade to be finalized.

Green also passed his physical
with Arizona, which introduced
him in a news conference in Phoe-
nix on Tuesday.

The deal bringing Johnson to
New York fell through in several
forms. Turning to Johnson on
Tuesday, Yankees President
Randy Levine said, “We've been
trying to bnng you here for a
long, long time

Johnson gnl a taste Monday of
how much attention star ballplay-
ers can attract in New York. Walk-
ing along a Manhattan avenue, he
put his long right arm up to block
acamera from WCBS-TV after he
left his Manhattan hotel.

Johnson, who was accompa-
nied by Yankees director of team
security Jerry Laveroni, made
contact with the camera, station
spokeswoman Audrey Pass said.

“Get out of my face, that's all I
ask,” Johnson said, according to a
video of what occurred, which was
posted on the station’s Web site.

“No cameras,” Laveroni said.

“Don’t get in my face,” Johnson
then said. “I don’t care who you
are. Don’t get in my face.”

“P'm just taking a picture,” said
the cameraman, identified by the

In this i

age released by
'WCBS-TV, Randy Johnson puts
his hand up to block a camera
from WCBS-TV after he left his
Manhattan hotel on his way to a
physical for the New York Yan-
kees on Monday in New York.

station as Vinny Everett.

Responded Johnson: “Don’t get
in my face, and don’t talk back to
me, all right.”

Indians, Juan Gonzalez
closing in on deal

CLEVELAND — Free agent out-
fielder Juan Gonzalez, whose pro-
duction has plummeted in recent
years because of injuries, is close
to signing a minor league contract
with the Cleveland Indians.

If the two-time American
League MVP makes the Indians’
25-man roster in spring training,
he would get $600,000 and would
have a chance to earn another
$1.65 million in bonuses based on
plate appearances and $300,000
based on time on the active roster.

“We have no deal yet, but re-
main hopeful that we can get
something done soon,” Indians
General Manager Mark Shapiro
said Monday night.

Once one of baseball’s most
feared right-handed power hit-
ters, the 35-year-old Gonzalez has
been limited to just 185 games the
past three seasons with Texas
and Kansas City because of a vari-
ety of injuries.

Judge refuses to dismiss Neuheisel suit

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — A judge refused
to dismiss a suit filed by former
Washington football coach Rick
Neuheisel against the university
and said he will rule Friday on a
similar dismissal motion by the
NCAA.

The lawsuit, which seeks un-
specified damages for Neu-
heisel’s dismissal in June 2003
after he was accused of dishones-
ty and violation of NCAA gam-
bling rules, is scheduled to go to
trial Jan. 24.

A motion by the university to
dismiss the wrongful termination
lawsuit was rejected Monday by
King County Superior Court
Judge Michael S. Spearman.

“We're pleased it’s going to
trial against the university,” said
Neuheisel’s lawyer, Robert M.
Sulkin. “I think Rick is looking for-
ward to giving his side of this.”

Neuheisel was fired with five
years remaining on a six-year con-
tract that paid about $1.2 million
ayear. Also at issue is a $1.5 mil-
lion loan he received with the con-
tract, which stipulated it would be
forgiven if he stayed at Washing-
ton through Jan. 1, 2008.

Sports briefs

In four seasons with the Hus-
kies, Neuheisel compiled a 33-16
record, including a Rose Bowl vic-
tory in 2001 and No. 3 national
ranking.

He was fired in June 2003 by
then-athletic ~director Barbara
Hedges, who said he lied to her
‘when he denied interviewing for a
job with the San Francisco 49ers,
then lied again the same day
when he insisted he had never par-
ticipated in gambling pools, al-
though he had won $11,219 in the
previous two NCAA men’s basket-
ball tournaments.

Miller second in men’s GS

ADELBODEN, Switzerland —
Bode Miller, who is trying to be-
come the first American to win
the overall title since Phil Mahre
in 1983, took over the top spot in
the giant slalom standings by fin-
ishing runner-up Tuesday to Ita-
ly’s Massimiliano Blardone.

Miller leads the overall stand-
ings with 988 points, followed by
Austrians Benjamin Raich (690)

and Hermann Maier (551), the
overall defending champion. The
U.S. skier leads the giant slalom
standings with 340 points, fol-
lowed by Canadian Thomas Gran-
di (302) and Blardone (266).

Courier, Noah, Novotna,
Buchholz elected to tennis hall

NEWPORT, RI Major
champions Jim Courier, Yannick
Noah and Jana Novotna were
elected to the International Ten-
nis Hall of Fame, along with tour
administrator Butch Buchholz.

The 2005 class was announced
Tuesday by hall president Tony
Trabert.

Courier, 34, won the French
Open in 1991-92 and the Austra-
lian Open in 1992-93, spent S8
weeks ranked No. 1, and helped
the United States win the Davis
Cup in 1992 and 1995.

Noah, 44, won the 1983 French
Open, the first Frenchman to suc-
ceed at Roland Garros in 37 years.
Ranked as high as No. 3, he fin-
ished with 23 titles in singles and
16 in doubles, including the 1984
French Open with Henri Leconte.

Novotna, 36, was the Wimble-
don singles champmn in 1998 and
the runner-up in 1993 and 1997.

Beltran welcomed
to ‘the new Mets’

All-Star CF finalizes $119M deal,
joins RHP Martinez in New York

BY HAL BOCK
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Carlos Beltran
joined what he called “the new
Mets” on Tuesday, finalizing his
$119 million, seven-year contract
with New York.

Beltran said he was impressed
that Mets owner Fred Wilpon and
general manager Omar Minaya
flew down to visit him in his na-
tive Puerto Rico.

“I feel proud to be part of a new
family: the New York Mets. The
new Mets,” Beltran said at a news
conference at Shea Stadium.

“Icall it ‘the new Mets’ because
this organization is going to a new
direction, the right dll‘eChOl‘l the
direction of winning.”

In introducing his second big
offseason signing, Minaya called
Beltran  “one of the best
all-around players in baseball.”

“When we started putting our
team together ... I didn’t think we
were going to be able to sign a
Carlos Beltran on top of that,
after signing a great pitcher like
Pedro Martinez.”

Answering questions in En-
glish and Spanish, Beltran said
the Mets made him feel wanted.

“Carlos Beltran is a multitalent-
ed player who is just coming into
the prime of his career,” Minaya
said. “Carlos has a rare blend of
speed, power, defense and the
ability to make those around him
better. Today is a very exciting
day in the history of the fran-
chise.”

Beltran’s deal calls for an $11
million signing bonus — $7 mil-
lion this year and $2 million in
each of the following two seasons.
He gets a $10 million salary this
year, $12 million in each of the fol-
lowing two seasons and $18.5 mil-
lion in each of the final four years
of the deal. A total of $20 million
in the contract will be deferred.

While Beltran became the 10th
player in baseball history worth
$100 million or more, Minaya
spoke with Carlos Delgado’s
agent, David Sloane, about possi-
bly meeting with the first base-
‘man this week in Puerto Rico.

“We’re still working on it,”
Sloane said.

It's possible the Mets also
might revive talks to acquire
Sammy Sosa from the Chicago
Cubs.

At the Mets’ minicamp in Port
St. Lucie, Fla, manager Willie
Randolph ‘was excited about hav-
ing Beltran in his lineup.

“Just to think about having
someone of that caliber on your
ballclub is awesome,” Randolph
said.

Beltran will join a retooled ros-
ter that includes three-time Cy
Young Award winner Martinez.

“Sometimes they use the word
‘rebuilding,” but I think it's tough
to rebuild in this type of market,”
Randolph said. “I assumed we
would add some veterans and
free agents, but so far it's been a
lot more than I expected. T think
that ownership has made a seri-
ous effort to get back to winning
ways, and it's exciting to be part
of that.”

Randolph watched Beltran’s
outstanding postseason with the
Houston Astros, when he hit 435
with eight homers and 14 RBIs.

“He was phenomenal,” Randol-
ph said. “Timing is very impor-
tant sometimes, but I think for
him what he did was always
there. It says a lot about him, that
he was able to raise his play at the
right time.”

In other news Monday, the
Mets finalized a_ $900,000,
one-year contract with infielder
Miguel Cairo and agreed to a $2.1
million, one-year deal with pitch-
er Victor Zambrano, their last re-
‘maining player eligible for salary
arbitration.

Knicks: So far, big N.Y. payroll
hasn’t meant big production

KNICKS, FROM BACK PAGE

The timing couldn’t be better
with the Knicks’ lead over their
underachieving Atlantic Division
pursuers having shrunk to one
game, but only if they’re able to
capitalize on the stretch of winna-
ble games and raise the bar of ex-
pectations to a level more befit-
ting the team’s payroll.

Stephon Marbury, with a salary
of $14.6 million, still carries the
tag of never having gotten out of
the first round of the playoffs.
Tim Thomas, with a salary of
$12.9 million, is grabbing just 3.5
rebounds and handing out 1.1 as-
sists per game.

Crawford, making $6 million,
has yet to play for an NBA team
that’s won more than 30 games.
Hardaway, earning $14.6 million,

has been supplanted in the rota-
tion by rookie second-round draft
pick Trevor Ariza, and Allan
Houston, making $17.5 million, is
still trying to rediscover his shoot-
ing stroke after missing the first
month of the season with a knee
injury.

The team-wide effort level has
been lacking in many of their loss-
es, and the club’s acceptance of
its mediocrity is, at the very least,
puzzling.

“There’s no reason why, as a
team, we shouldn’t play hard. Pe-
riod. There’s no reason,” Mar-
bury said. “My thing is, you've
got to ask yourself if you're play-
ing to win a championship, or are
you playing to make money. I
know I'm playing for the champi-
onship, and I think we all have to
ask ourselves that as individu-



STARS AND STRIPES, Wednesday, January 12, 2005

SPORTS

Chargers QB Brees would like loyalty,
long-term contract from team,

Page 32

\X

The best money can buy"

Knicks getting only marginal return on NBA’s highest payroll

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
The Associated Press

GREENBURGH, N.Y.

erhaps it’s time for the
New York Knicks to
come up with a new mar-
Keting slogan.

They can borrow the phrase
coach Lenny Wilkens uttered
Monday, which happened to be
the exact same quote team presi-
dent Isiah Thomas came up with
the night before: “We’re not fool-
ing ourselves.”

By declaring the roster he as-
sembled a .500 outfit, Thomas
seemed to be making a concerted
effort to lower expectations for
the league’s highest-paid team as
he moves into his second year at
the helm.

The Knicks' record (17-17)
says they’re a .500 team, and they
freely admit that the prospect of
finishing in first place with a
41-41 record doesn’t sound all
that bad.

“Let’s get everybody healthy
and see,” Wilkens said after prac-
tice Monday. “Are we just .500, or
what? Maybe we're worse.”

After a whirlwind 12> months
since Thomas replaced Scott Lay-
den, the Knicks are coming to
grips with the reality of who they
are despite a league-high payroll
of $103 million and a star player
who has proclaimed himself the
NBA’s best point guard — a decla-
ration that was immediately fol-
lowed by a four-game losing
streak.

“I don't think we're a_great
team right now, I never said so,”
Wilkens said. “Certainly we can
have a say in a lot of things, but I
don’t think we've found out who
we are. We haven’t had every-
body here to do that yet. When we
do, we'll get a better handle, but if
you look at our club now, yeah,
we're not more than (.500).”

&k My thing is, you've got to ask yourself if you're play

AP

New York Knicks’ Stephon Marbury (3) recently proclaimed himself the best point guard in the NBA — and the team promptly went on a four-game
losing streak. Despite a league-high $103 million payroll, the Knicks are 17-17 but leading the underachieving Atlantic Division.

The feeling around the locker
room seemed much more positive
just a couple weeks ago, before
Jamal Crawford went down with
a toe injury expected to keep him
sidelined for at least two more
weeks.

New York strung together con-
secutive victories against Char-
lotte, Orlando and Minnesota to
move three games over .500 at

16-13, but followed with a stretch
of four consecutive lopsided loss-
es to New Jersey, Sacramento,
Miami and Cleveland.

“I thought that the Cleveland
game, the dam broke. But tonight
they put it back together again
and we move forward,” Thomas
said after New York ended its
skid with a 113-105 victory over
Portland.

g to win

a championship, or are you playing to make money. I know
I'm playing for the championship, and I think we all have to
ask ourselves that as individuals.9¥

Stephon Marbury
Knicks point guard

“Right now, [compared to]
where we were last year and
where we're trying to get to,
progress here is being made.”

Sunday night's victory quieted
the speculation over Wilkens' job
security, but Thomas’ statements
can be taken to mean that some-
one will take a fall if the Knicks
dip too far below their new
break-even barometer.

Injuries to Crawford, Penny
Hardaway, Michael Sweetney
and Tim Thomas have taken
away much of the Knicks’ depth,
although they are entering a
stretch of schedule in which none
of their next six opponents — be-
ginning with Tuesday night’s
game against the 3-29 New Or-
Jeans Hornets — has a winning
record.

SEE KNICKS ON PAGE 35

Knicks coach Lenny Wilkens,
above left, appears to have job
security right now, but with
hands-on team president Isiah
Thomas watching, that situation
could change if the Knicks don’t
rise above their .500 record.

Lakers lean
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